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LAST WEEKôS COLLECTIONS 
 

Total Collection - Needed Weekly: $ 10,072 

  August 27éééééé.$   6,222 

 

Church in Latin Americaééé..$   1,554 
 

Combined CSA Assessment $ 72,247 

  2023 CSA Collectedéé.$ 53,276 

 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS   

Last Saturday, a group of us gathered to pray at St Francis Church with the Silver Rose. The 

Mexican people have been in the habit of bringing a rose from their hometowns to the shrine of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe near Mexico City. In Monterrey, the Knights of Columbus Council 

#2312 decided they would do it each year. To include the United States, a rose was flown to 

New York, presented to the Supreme Knight who took it to Dallas, TX. It was then brought to 

Laredo, walked across the border, and then relayed to the Shrine at Tepeyac. The natural rose 

didnôt stand up well. 

The American Knights decided a rose made of bronze would be better, but the Mexicans object-

ed since they had many silver mines. Since 1961, the program expanded and now includes eight Silver Roses that migrate 

from Canada through the United States to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe each year.  

Of course, it was in 1531 that the Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego to encourage him and his native peoples, as well 

as the Catholic Spaniards who had come to this new world. When Juan spoke the Ladyôs message to the bishop about build-

ing a new church, he skeptically put him off until a sign was produced. Not only were the roses blooming in December aston-

ishing, but the image imprinted on the inside of his cloak used to carry them even more miraculous. It remains to this day un-

fading and framed behind the main altar of the new basilica in Tepeyac, which I was blessed to visit in 1989.  

The relay of roses helps further unite Catholic faithful of North America and give witness to a strong message of the Culture 

of Life, in contradistinction to the movements in the present-day regarding abortion, euthanasia, and violence in our world and 

in our families. We consecrate ourselves to action to grow more in respect for the sanctity of human life.  

The Silver Rose continued on to St Eulalia, Coudersport, last Saturday and went elsewhere later in the weekend. More infor-

mation about this program can be found at: www.kofc.org/silverrose                                                             Fr John 

OPPORTUNITIES:  

We could use some help with our elementary 

Religious Education Program, particularly as we 

gather our students between 10:30-11:00 am on those 

Sundays. Please talk with a pries or cll the office if  you are 

interested.  

 

Secondly, we are looking for someone to help us, in the 

office, with our cemetery paperworkða part time paid posi-

tion. Hours are flexible. Computer skills a must! Please 

contact the office.  

The 2023 Catholic Education Collection is coming up. This 

important collection supports lifelong faith formation for all 

generations throughout our diocese. Please give generous-

ly and know that half of what you give will remain here at St. 

Bernard parish to support our own religious education and 

faith formation programs.  

REMINDER  The 4 pm St. Bernard Mass (and 

preceding confessions) will be moved ƣŸШÉƣЮШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚШ
ŸŰШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΦƣőШƣŸШċĦĦŸůůŸĬċƣĲШƣőĲШ[ċũũШ~ƨƚŔĦШѼШ
ƖƣШFest.  

http://www.kofc.org/silverrose
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women:  Sunday, September 17 (See below) 
Rosary Altar: Thursday, September 14  @ 6:30 PM  (SF)  
Widowõs Group: Wednesday, September 20 @ Noon 
K of C #403 : Tuesday, September 12 (See box to right).  
Cemetery Board:  TBA 
Pastoral Council:  TBA 
Finance Council:   Thursday, September 28 @ 4:30 pm 

J.A. FRISINA INC. PAVING CONTRACTORS  
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

www.koc403.com 
meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.  
Please Note: Next meeting September 12, 2023 

All Council members are urged to attend,  
and new members are most welcome. 

There are 4 months to go. Letõs exceed our goal and 
keep the extra in our parish!  Together we can accom-
plish so much.  Itõs not too late to make a pledge or do-
nation.  Your gift is so important. Thank you for giving. 

RUMMAGE SALE  

The Saint Francis Rosary Altar Society  will be having their 

Rummage Sale at Father Ritchie Hall. The sale will run 

from 9 am to 2 pm on Saturday, September 30, 2023. 

Items can be dropped off for the Rummage Sale on Thurs-

day, September 28th & Friday, September 29th from noon 

to 4 pm at Father Ritchie Hall. They will NOT be accept-

ing TVs, stereos, exercise equipment, large furniture 

items,  clothing, or china dishware. They thank you for 

your support and participation.  

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF BRADFORD WOM-

ENõS CLUB: On Sunday, September 17th, after the 10:00 

am Mass, a Communion Breakfast will follow at Togiôs, in 

the Blue Room, with Officer installation. Cost is $15 and all 

are welcome!  If you have not already indicated attend-

ance, please call the office and speak to Elaine. Also, 

dues will be accepted that day.  

ATTENTION WIDOWS! Our next meeting 

will be held on Wednesday, September 20th at Noon.  
We will meet in St. Bernardôs Divine Mercy Chapel to 
recite the rosary and then go to lunch. All are welcome!  

 

BRIGHT ALTERNATIVES WALK FOR LIFE 2023              

Saturday, September 9th at Allegany River Park, Allegany, NY.  Registration is at 10 am with event start at 10:30 am. This 

family friendly event has activities, food,  raffles & prizes. Multiple St. Bernard families are attendingðplease consider joining! 

If you would like to donate without walking, we are collecting funds in the parish office until Thursday, September 7th. For 

more information go to https://brightalternatives.org/walk or call 814-368-3388.  
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Eric Fry &  
Katelyn Morris  3rd 

FAMILY LIFE   
Relationships live in a careful balance.  If a person chang-

es, the balance is altered requiring a shift in the relation-

ship. In todayôs gospel Jesus announced a change and 

Peter resisted.  Sometimes, those we count on for support 

may actually get in the way. Jesus told Peter: ñYou are an 

obstacle to me.ò   

MARRIAGE MOMENTS .  

Isnôt it ironic that ñLabor Dayò is a holiday for most Ameri-

cans. But ñworkò comes in many forms. Offer to do a task 

that your beloved usually does around your home. If one of 

you still has to work outside the home on this holiday, treat 

the laborer in some way.  

 

�6�W�����%�H�U�Q�D�U�G�·�V���6�D�Q�F�W�X�D�U�\���&�D�Q�G�O�H��
will be burning this week   

   in honor of        
Loretta Sampson & Pat Girard  

 Sanctuary Candles at both  
churches are available as  

weekly memorials for  
the cost of $10.  

Please call the parish office  
for more information.  

PLEASE NOTE: There are still  NAME PLATES from the 

pews at Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church at the St.   

Bernard office. If there is one that you would like to have, 

please call the office to inquire.  

Itôs that time of year againðback to school and back to REP 

for the 2023-2024 year. REP packets are available in the 

back of the churches. Packets will also be available in the 

church office. Classes for Grades 1-6 will begin on Septem-

ber 17th. (One packet per family) Classes for Grades 7-10 

will begin on September 24th. (One packet per student).  

PARENTING POINTERS  
ñYou duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be dupedé

everyone mocks me.ò (Jeremiah 20:7) Sometimes a parent 

may feel that society (even experts) give conflicting parent-

ing advice. (Should I spank or not? When should a child get 

a cell phone?é) Children also fear their peers mocking 

them. When in doubt turn to your best instincts and prayer. 

The  OMPH booklets are in! If you reserved a copy you 

can pick it up at the church office between 10am and 3 

pm during the week.   

 

Dustin Coles &  
Rachel Lobdell  3rd 

 

Congratulations!!  
Saturday, September 2,  2023 

 
 


