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This Sunday at 1 pm, Saint Bernard Church will celebrate a “Blue Mass.” The Blue Mass
is a Mass celebrated for those employed in the field of public safety, i.e., police officers,
firefighters, correctional officers, 911 operators, EMS personnel, and all first responders.
The color “blue” represents the uniform color that is predominately seen and worn by
many public safety personnel. The Blue Mass honors those who are actively serving and
also remembers and honors those who have died in the line of duty. The Blue Mass is a
time-honored way to show praise and gratitude to the first responders and their families.
The gospel offers us a simple challenge that is ever old, but ever new. We continue to
struggle with it even in our present time. Jesus tells us in the gospel: “ I give you a new
commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
The world and even our country has not yet learned this lesson. How often we either say to ourselves or even out loud:
“Where is God in all of this?” We want to blame God for this, but He is not the problem.
If we look at history, we had slavery and the civil war, but today we still race problems, we still have discrimination, and we still
have gun violence. On a world level, we have had World War I and II, the Korean Conflict (War), the Vietnam War, and currently we have conflicts throughout the world, including the most recent one in Ukraine. From the Vietnam War to present day,
it is constantly being displayed on TV along with all the other electronic devices. We are constantly being bombarded by the
cruelty of war. In World War II, we were receiving only “filtered news”. We did not see the total brutality of the war until we had
won.
No town or city, no country or nation is exempt from being flawed. We are both the problem and the solution to the problem. I
would like to share with you some words from a famous song, “From a Distance” for our reflection. We have to remember all of
the verses of the song are powerful.
From a distance you look like my friend - Even though we are at war
From a distance I just cannot comprehend - What all this fighting’s for
God is watching us - God is watching us - God is watching us - From a distance
From the beginning of time, we have struggled with the notion of “love thy neighbor” and we will continue to struggle until the
end of time. But we cannot give up trying. Yes! We will continue to make mistakes.
Closing thought from Jesus’ words in the gospel: “THIS IS HOW ALL WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU
HAVE LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER.” All that it takes is one step followed by another. God Bless, Fr. Ray

WELCOME
Baptism - May 8, 2022
Eliana Johnson
&
Leah Faith Johnson

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,366
May 8 …………....$ 6,200
2022 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 39,812
SB 2022 CSA Collected………$ 28,980
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,877
May 8 ……………$1,572
2022 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 12,050
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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International Needs Collection
Today’s second collection is for International Needs. This
collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and
support for struggling communities and to work for peace
and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and
sisters. Please prayerfully consider how you can support
the collection.

The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.
Next meeting June 14, 2022
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.

BECOME A HOSPICE VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Penn Highlands Community Nurses is searching for compassionate individuals willing to donate a little time and
friendship to those facing a life limiting illness. Opportunities
include patient & family support, bereavement care, administrative, seamstress, caregiver respite and so much more.
Please call MaryLou, Hospice Volunteer Coordinator @
814-788-8002 or MWehler@phhealthcare.org
Parents: Have you heard what’s happening with
confirmation
in
the
diocese?
th
The faith formation experience for 6 - through 12th-graders
is changing in the Diocese of Erie. Participate in a Zoom
session on May 23 to find out how the diocese and parishes are committed to journeying with young people in ways
that bring them closer to Jesus and their Catholic faith.
Learn the when, where, why and how of this change, and
pose questions to the Faith Formation team of the diocese.
Choose to attend any one of the sessions — scheduled on
May 23 at 2 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. — and log on at
https://bit.ly/3MPYts6.
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Blue Mass to be Celebrated May 15th
The Blue Mass is a Mass celebrated annually in the Catholic Church for those employed in the field of public safety,
i.e., police officers, firefighters, correctional officers, 911
operators, EMS personnel, and all first responders. It’s
called the “Blue” mass because, the color represents the
uniform color that is predominately seen and worn by many
public safety personnel. The Blue Mass honors those who
are actively serving as first responders, and is also an opportunity to remember and honor those who have died in
the line of duty. The Blue Mass in a Catholic Church is a
time-honored way to show praise and gratitude to the first
responders and their families.

Marriage Moments

“As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” (John 13:34) Easy to say. Hard to do. Remember that
Jesus’ love for humanity brought him to the crucifixion.
Ponder what each of you might sacrifice for the other this
week.

FAMILY LIFE
In today’s gospel Jesus tells us: “Love one another.” Love
holds a family together. It is not what a family does which
makes it outstanding, rather it is what is has-- love for one
another.

RURAL MINISTRY OUTREACH
BRADFORD DEANERY SCHEDULE

BRINGING THE PRESENCE OF SISTERS TO THIS AREA
DO YOU WANT TO GROW IN YOUR FAITH?
If yes then, You are invited to join others from
the Bradford deanery and surrounding area for a series of
spiritual opportunities to be offered this spring.
• Saturday, June 4, 2022 at St. Callistus, Kane at 10:00
am to 12:00 pm
Topic: Who is the Holy Spirit?
Sister Tina Geiger, RSM
Sister Marion Wehler, OSB
Sister Tina and Sister Marion presently work in Rural
Ministry efforts of the dioceses in Oil City area.
Questions: Contact Sister Nancy Fischer, SSJ,
at 814-824-1217

MARSHALL INSURANCE SERVICES, INC
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!
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To the Parishioners:
You may have seen a lot of construction stuff stored outside the gym area of our buildings and wondered what was going
on. I’d like to clear up some of your questions.
Since I came here in 2011, we have been patching the roof over the priest’s apartments annually. While it may have
seemed impractical, we did not have the money to replace the roof. Now we feel we are able to take on the expense, so
Taylor Roofing will soon be replacing it with a new rubber roof, at the estimated cost of $61,900.
You may also have seen activity around the gym/auditorium recently. Last fall when the inspection was done on our 50year-old steam boilers, a split was discovered in one. We could have limped along on just one boiler, but given they are
both the same age, we did not feel comfortable using it either. It was also discovered that the steam pipes which run under the gym floor, had some leaks. We were hoping to fix them, but we ran into more problems. The crawl space is full of
asbestos; so instead of removing asbestos, replacing pipes and still relying on a 50-year-old boiler, it was decided to seal
off the crawl space and install a new heating system in the gym. In order to get us through winter and allow time to get the
new system delivered, we had a temporary system installed for 4 months at a cost of $14,605. The permanent system
that is currently being installed, is estimated at $105,000. At the same time, we have contracted to have the windows
replaced, as the current ones allow much heat to escape. They are the original windows and very inefficient. The new
windows will be somewhat smaller and much more efficient. This upgrade is expected to cost approximately $50,000.
You may wonder why we are having these projects done? These are all necessary repairs/upgrades that have needed to
be done for many years. We must take care of our facilities so that they last for many more years. This does not, in any
way, affect the ongoing pastoral planning process we are working on. We still need an office building and rectory.
I also want to thank those of you who have made contributions to our Cemetery Fund. We will be having some dangerous
trees removed and some much needed paving done on several of the roads in the near future. We are also making plans
for a columbarium (for cremains only) near the present mausoleums. Currently, we are in the process of selling some
acreage behind the Bradford Central Christian/Saint Bernard School to help fund these projects.
I know that it is a lot to take in and process, but these are necessary things that must be done for the present and for the
future. I welcome any and all questions from you. God Bless, Fr. Ray

Pastoral Planning Committee Update
Surveys were mailed or emailed at the end of March and due by April 29th. Thank you very much for participating in this important step. We mailed out 227 surveys and received 147 (approx. 65%) back. Of the 195 emailed surveys, we received 242
(approx. 80%) back. Nicholas Ward is tabulating the results of the surveys. He will present his findings to the Pastoral Planning Committee, who will then prepare a presentation for the parishioners. A “town hall meeting” will be announced at Masses and on Facebook, as well as in the bulletin, and take place in the near future. Findings will be presented, questions will be
taken and answered by the committee. Please pray in advance for wisdom and discernment for the committee, open minds
and hearts for everyone and a result that is God’s will.
As we progress in this process, Craig Cuthbertson has offered some thoughts to ponder: “No matter what is decided, the
Mass is the same, whether it is celebrated in St. Bernard, St. Francis, OMPH, St. Marys, Erie, Rome, wherever. Each week
we recite in the creed – “ONE, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church”. They signify the universality of Christ’s Church on earth
until the end of time. Where we worship and pray may be changing, but the Faith and the Mass are not.”
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
LIVE STREAMING SUNDAY 10 AM:
https://youtube.com/channel/
UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm
before 4:00 mass, Thursday before First
Friday from 4:30 to 5 pm
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets as
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Patti Kane
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES MAY 21 - 22

Monday, May 16
SB 8:00 am Connie Schreiber (b) (Pete & Marsha
Lindstrom)
SF 9:00 am Leland Hinchman & Family (Ron & Shirley
Lerch)
Tuesday, May 17
SF 9:00 am Angeline Gross (Ruby Morris)
Wednesday, May 18
SB 8:00 am Mary Marasco (Susie Mackowski & Tom
O’Malley)
Thursday, May 19
SB 8:00 am Wendy Wegner Smith (Patricia Palmer)
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
Friday, May 20
SB 8:00 am David Tominez (Tominez Family)
Saturday, May 21
SF 9:00 am Rita Verolini (a) (Rita Verolini Estate)
SB 4:00 pm Mary Ann Maduri (Ron & Terri Orris)
Sunday, May 22
SF 8:00 am Shirley DelMonego (Richard & Ann
Cavallero)
SB 10:00 am Lerch & McCann Family (McCann Family)
OM 11:30 am Edward & Louise Dudick (Family)

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm
Lector: Jean Truman
EM: Peggy Johnson
Servers: Joyce Loncki / Volunteer
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: George Macfarlane
EM: Joan Yohe
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Greg Ulyan
EM: Beth Mongillo
Servers: Christian Peterson / Luke Erickson
OM 11:30 am
Lector: David Ditz
EM: Kim Ditz
Servers: Jacob Hannah

ITEMS AVAILABLE

3 foot square café tables and 2 large clothes closets are
available at the Parish Office. The closets could have
shelving put in them. Donations will be accepted.

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass)

COMMUNITY BLOOD BANK

The Blood Bank will be available
in the St. Bernard Gymnasium
Monday, May 23rd
12:00 Noon until 5:00 pm

Readings for the week of May 15, 2022
Sundays: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13/
Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/
Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11,
12-13ab, 21/Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab,
4cd-5/Jn 15:1-8
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/Jn 15:12-17
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21
Next Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/
Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth
Behan, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Bonnie Buccolini,
Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, Annie Champagne,
Gerald Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa Cox, Billie
Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson,
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Jean Everett, Alliyson
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat
Girard, Theresa Hahn, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn Hogue,
Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler,
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Pat McCormick, Mason
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long,
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Chester Meyer,
Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Lorraine Mueller,
Mary O’Connell, Martha Palumbo, John Pockey, Dan Popiel,
Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Donna Rail, Angela Rimer,
Linda Rabineau, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs,
Eileen Smith, Sam Smith, Hailey Smith, Alex Tingley, Molly
Thompson, Dino Vecellio, Damion Wasiewsk, Philip Weese
& Family, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine
Wilson, Donna Whitford, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those
affected by Covid-19.
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.

