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As we continue our walk with Jesus, this Second Week of Lent, let us see what direction this Sunday’s
readings are taking us.
The key word from the first reading, taken from the Book of Genesis, is COVENANT. How should we
define the word covenant? We may look at it in terms of a modern contract, but in a way, it is more permanent than a contract. A contract has a beginning and an end. Yes, a covenant has a beginning, but
in one sense it has no end. It is everlasting. Like a contract, a covenant has terms, but unlike a contract, the author of the covenant is God and we are members of the covenant. A contract is built around the trust of the signers, but a covenant is built upon FAITH. As we see when “Abraham put his faith in the Lord”. So, at the moment of our Baptism, we entered into a covenant with our God. He would be our God and we would be His followers.
In Saint Paul’s letter, the key word is IMITATORS. Saint Paul wants us to imitate him and thereby, we are imitating Jesus, our
Lord and Savior. Saint Paul, after his conversion, truly put on Christ and tried to live his daily life by this question: “What would
Jesus have me do in this particular situation?”
In the Gospel, the key word is LISTEN. From the cloud, we hear God saying: “This is my chosen Son; listen to Him.” In today’s
world, as from the beginning of mankind’s history, we have trouble listening. But through all of the cacophony of the world we
must listen to Jesus. Why, we may say? Simply listen to the words of Jesus: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” Jesus did
not say that we or another person is the way, the truth, and the life. He said that He was!
So then, as we continue our walk-through Lent, remember these important words: COVENANT, IMITATORS, LISTEN. To
help understand the purpose of Lent, let me use a modern example. How many of us might have gotten a recall from one of
the auto manufacturers on the vehicle that we drive. The purpose of the recall is to repair something that may go wrong with
the vehicle and cause us harm.

Lent is the spiritual recall for us to check on what may be a possible hazard in our life that could cause us harm. Have a happy
Please return your contact form by March 25th. If you did and blessed Lenten Walk to Easter. God Bless, Fr. Ray
not get one, it can be picked up at the parish office, then
mailed or put in the collection. Thank you very much in
advance for your involvement in this important step.

Pastoral Planning Committee Update

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Wednesdays at St. Francis of Assisi Church
at 5:30 pm

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,866
March 6 …………....$ 6,811
2022 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 39,812
SB 2022 CSA Collected………$ 8,230
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,708
March 6 ……………$ 2,683
2022 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 6,610
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.
Next meeting April 12, 2022

2022 EASTER FLOWER
ENVELOPES
Catholic Service Appeal 2022
A sincere thank you to all who made a pledge and/or gift to
the Catholic Services Appeal. You have joined together
with Catholics throughout the Diocese of Erie to share of
your blessings to help advance the mission of the church. I
am grateful.

There is a special envelope in your monthly envelope packet for Easter Remembrances. Please enclose your donation and clearly print the
names of the Living or Deceased people you want remembered on the lines provided on one side of the envelope. If
you do not receive envelopes, you can use a small plain one.
Please put your envelopes in the offertory or drop them
off to the parish office by Friday, March 25th.

If you have not yet made a commitment, it is not too late.
Just drop your pledge card or envelope marked ‘CSA’ in
the collection basket or turn it in at the parish office. Your
generosity is appreciated.

Reconciliation

Students will meet with their teacher in the Fr. Gallina
Social Center at class time of 11:00 am on March 20th.
Reconciliation will begin at 11:30 am in the church. Parents
are welcome to join us in the church at that time.

Prayers Needed!!

Students in our 2nd grade will be making their First Reconciliation on March 20th. Please keep them in your prayers.

Confirmation Students

Confirmation for Students in 11th grade will be held here
on Monday, March 28th at 7pm. Practice for the students
will be on Sunday, March 27th at 2:30pm.

Deep Fried Fish or Shrimp
Friday, April 1st &
Good Friday, April 15th
From 4 - 7 pm
St. Bernard Father Gallina Social Center
Fish or Shrimp: $12
Includes fries, bread, slaw, dessert

Take-outs or Free Delivery only
Call 814-362-6825 after 3:30
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE A MESSAGE!
PROCEEDS BENEFIT
BRADFORD CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Society and churches run on both money and volunteers.
Generosity is a virtue but it's possible to become a "good
cause widow(er)." Are you spending enough, or too much
time, volunteering? Your answer will come from the mouth
of your beloved. Consider joint volunteer projects.

BRADFORD ECUMENICAL HOME, INC
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!
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Child Protection and Creating Safe
Environments
Pledge to Heal: The Diocese of Erie remains committed to
helping victims/survivors of clergy sexual abuse heal and
recover. We provide counseling assistance for individuals
and family members of those who have been the victims of
child sexual abuse. Counseling assistance can be obtained
by contacting Dr. Gerard Tobin, our Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 814-451-1521.

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Rice Bowl envelopes are in the envelope
packets for your convenience or you can
mark “Rice Bowl Donation” and church name on a plain
envelope any time during Lent. Your Operation Rice Bowl
contributions help support Catholic Relief Services, which
fights poverty and hunger in the US and 10 countries.
St. Patrick | March 17
Whether you know him as the man
who brought Christianity to Ireland or
simply as a reason you eat corned
beef and cabbage in March, St. Patrick (415 – 493) is a well-known saint
around the world.
St. Patrick was born in Britain of a
Romanized family. At the age of 16,
he was kidnapped by Irish raiders
from the villa of his father, a deacon
and local official, and brought into
slavery in Ireland. He spent six long
years there as a herdsman, during
which he turned to his faith for
strength. He later escaped back to Britain on a ship, where
he was eventually reunited with his family.
His years of captivity changed him and brought out a zeal
for God and a yearning to spread the message of Jesus
Christ. Despite the constant danger of martyrdom, he continued to travel throughout Ireland where he baptized and
confirmed in the name of Christ.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
The Resurrection and Spiritual Hangriness
I want to talk about being hangry. I’ll give you a quick description of hangriness, though I warn you, it doesn’t come from the
Oxford English Dictionary. Hangriness is when you’re so hungry you get angry. You turn into a real piece of work. You can’t
get anything done and you’re probably not a joy to be around, at least until you grab a snack. Everybody gets this way sometimes.
We can be this way in our souls, too. It’s so easy to get distracted by the hungers of this world: greed, pride, anxiety. We can
become ruled by the needs of our bodies and the desires of our mind and, in doing so, neglect the needs and the desires of
our souls.
Everyday stewardship calls us to a constant reflection on the truth that we are not made for this world, as Christ clearly
shows us in his Transfiguration. He reveals himself in his heavenly glory, just before he is going to be deprived of all earthly
needs and wants — even his very life. He shows us that this is what we were meant for. This is what we are striving for.
Lent exists to remind us that we are not made for this world. When you become spiritually hangry — or as Scripture more
eloquently puts it this week, when your mind is “occupied with earthly things” — turn your thoughts to the Transfiguration. I
promise you, it’s even better than grabbing an energy bar.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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A PRAYER FOR PEACE BY POPE FRANCIS
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!
We have tried so many times and over so many years
to resolve our conflicts by our own powers and by the force of our arms.
How many moments of hostility and darkness have we experienced?
how much blood has been shed?
how many lives have been shattered?
how many hopes have been buried?
But our efforts have been in vain.
Now, Lord, come to our aid!
Grant us peace, teach us peace;
guide our steps in the way of peace.
Open our eyes and our hearts,
and give us the courage to say: "Never again war!"; "With war everything is
lost".
Instill in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace.
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love,
you created us and you call us to live as brothers and sisters.
Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace;
enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our brother or sister.
Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens
who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace,
our trepidation into confident trust,
and our quarreling into forgiveness.
Keep alive within us the flame of hope,
so that with patience and perseverance
we may opt for dialogue and reconciliation.
In this way may peace triumph at last,
and may the words "division," "hatred," and "war"
be banished from the heart of every man and woman.
Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands.
Renew our hearts and minds,
so that the word which always brings us together will be "brother,"
and our way of life will always be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam!
Amen

march 13, 2022

BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet on March 20th
from 11:00 am to 12:15 pm.
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet on March 13th

FAMILY LIFE
Jesus “went up the mountain to pray” and he was
“changed.” Prayer has the power to change us. This Lent
set aside a few minutes each day to pray for members of
your family. Pray before each meal and if you are married,
spend five minutes in prayer together.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
LIVE STREAMING SUNDAY 10 AM:
https://youtube.com/channel/
UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm
before 4:00 mass, Thursday before First
Friday from 4:30 to 5 pm
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets as
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Patti Kane
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES MAR 19 - 20
Monday, Mar 14
SF 9:00 am Kimberly Little Robinson (Family)
SB12:10pm James Hannon (Harrijane Moore)
Tuesday, Mar 15
SF 9:00 am John & Louise Verolini (Rita Verolini Estate)
Wednesday, Mar 16
SB 12:10 pm Wilhelm Potkovick (Family)
SF 5:30 pm Stations
Thursday, Mar 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
SB 12:10 pm Stephen Piscitelli, Jr. (Family)
Mar 18
SB 12:10 am Anna DeLucia (Lisa DeLucia)
Saturday, Mar 19 - St. Joseph
SF 9:00 am Jacob & Genevieve Farrell (Farrell Family)
SB 4:00 pm Tom Girard (Family)
Sunday, Mar 20
SF 8:00 am Barb Matto (Joyce Schaming & Bill Manning)
SB 10:00 am Ralph & Judy Mongillo (Jim & Gigi Carroll
Family)
OM 11:30 am Julia Vecellio (Nicholas Pingie Estate)

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm
Lector: Jean Truman
EM: Dick Williams
Servers: Joyce Loncki / Volunteer
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: Joyce Schaming
EM: Joan Yohe
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Volunteer
EM: Kim Lance
Servers: Volunteer / Volunteer
OM 11:30 am
Lector: David Ditz
EM: Kim Ditz
Servers: Jacob Hannah

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass)

Readings for the week of March 13, 2022
Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14/
Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b-36
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/
Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14,
15-16/Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and
6/Lk 16:19-31
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17,
18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27
and 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
or Lk 2:41-51a
Next Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8,
11 [8a]/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth
Behan, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Bonnie Buccolini,
Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, Annie Champagne,
Gerald Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa Cox, Billie
Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson,
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman,
Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat Girard,
Theresa Hahn, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn Hogue, Craig
Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James
Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Pat McCormick, Mason
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long,
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Chester Meyer,
Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Lorraine Mueller,
Mary O’Connell, Martha Palumbo, John Pockey, Dan Popiel,
Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt,
Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Eileen Smith, Hailey Smith,
Alex Tingley, Philip Weese & Family, Matthew Whelan,
Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Christine
Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid-19.
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.

