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If you remember Jackie De Shannon, you may remember one of her songs - “What the World Needs 

Now is Love Sweet Love.” It seems to be truer now more than ever. We seem to have lost the art of 

conversation and the art of listening. The problem seems to be from top down. We find ourselves talk-

ing and shouting at one another, but not listening. The refrain of the song goes like this: 

 What the world needs now is love sweet love.  

 It’s the only thing that there’s too little of. 

 What the world leads now is love, sweet love. 

    No not just for some, but for everyone. 
 

What Jesus invites us to do in today’s Gospel is in one sense revolutionary, but in a good way. Jesus invites us to see one 

another as brothers and sisters and not as strangers. In the Gospel, Jesus is basically asking us to tear down the walls that we 

have built up. Remember walls have two sides - they can keep us in and also keep those out, who we do not want in. The bot-

tom line is - walls separate us!!  
 

Now, let us listen to some of the challenges that Jesus gives in the Gospel: 

“To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who mistreat you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” Jesus does not mince words here. He lays it on the line on how we are to live out 

our lives. Yes, it is a struggle, our first reaction will always be to get even or do something worse to those who we feel 

wronged by. But Jesus is challenging us to do the opposite. At the same time, He reminds us that we are not meant to be door 

mats. Sometimes, we need only to correct the person(s). But other times, we have to report the issue for the betterment of that 

person and safety of others. 
 

Jesus goes on: “For if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if 

you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same.” This is an interesting chal-

lenge that Jesus lays before us. It is so easy to be around people who think and act like us, but it is difficult to be around peo-

ple who are exact opposites of us. But, Jesus reminds us that we must not cut them out of the picture of our life. Here we must 

learn how to agree to disagree and be friends. 
 

Jesus goes on further to say: “Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. For-

give and you will be forgiven.” To quote my mother: “Remember when you point your finger at another person, on finger goes 

up to God, another finger points at that person, and three fingers goes back towards you. So, what you are doing, by those 

three fingers, is showing that you have the same faults.”  
 

What it reminds us of is that none of us are perfect and we are all in the same boat. So, as I began, I will close with the same 

thoughts:  

“WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOW IS LOVE, SWEET LOVE.”  

I urge you to read this Gospel over very  

carefully.  Consider it your take home assignment!!  

God Bless,  Fr. Ray 
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,866 
  February 13…………....$ 5,468 

    

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,708 
  February 13……………$ 2,700 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS   

    

Rosary Altar Meeting:   
Tuesday, March 1st at 6:00 pm 
 Mardi Gras at Fr. Ritchie Hall 
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The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.  
 Next meeting March 8, 2022 

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

 
 

 
ALLEGANY WOOD MOLDINGS 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

  

Deep Fried Fish or Shrimp 
Friday, March 4th & 18th  

April 1st & Good Friday, April 15th 

From 4 - 7 pm 

St. Bernard Father Gallina Social Center 

Fish or Shrimp: $12 

Includes fries, bread, slaw, dessert 
 

Take-outs or Free Delivery only 

Call 814-362-6825 after 3:30 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE A MESSAGE! 

 
 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
BRADFORD CATHOLIC  

COMMUNITY 

PARISHES CONSIDER MERGERS 

FOR FUTURE (from Erie Times-News) 
 

Declining attendance in the Catholic Diocese of Erie is no 
secret. Based on the results of an annual October count, 
which Bishop Lawrence Persico made public in 2021, at-
tendance was down by 32.2% when comparing 2021 with 
2019. No count was taken in October 2020, and the pan-
demic didn’t help attendance. But when looking at 2021 
versus 2016, the total was down 43.2%, according to Octo-
ber count results on the diocese’s website. 
 

With fewer worshippers and other challenges including few-
er priests, parishes across the 13-county Erie-based dio-
cese are talking about the future. For some, the word 
“merger” is at least part of the conversation. “There’s no 
cookie-cutter solution,” Monsignor Edward Lohse, vicar 
general for the diocese, said. 
 

He said that since a pastoral planning process was com-
pleted for the diocese in 2017, its leaders have been en-
couraging local grassroots processes for thinking about the 
future. That means parish priests, councils and people all 
over the diocese looking at what their churches can and 
can’t continue to do. “All kinds of them” are at least talking 
about merging in some way, Lohse said. 
 

Bfd Catholic Community Pastoral Planning Update: 
 

Contact forms have been mailed out to parishioners who 
have not yet filled one out. (If you have already turned one 
in to the office, please disregard the mailing.)  It is very im-
portant that you return the form to the parish office as soon 
as possible. We will use these forms to update our data-
base, correcting addresses, phone numbers and such. And 
it will also tell us if you prefer the upcoming survey be 
emailed rather than mailed to you.  
 

As we progress in this process, Craig Cuthbertson has of-
fered some thoughts to ponder: “No matter what is decided, 
the Mass is the same, whether it is celebrated in St. Ber-
nard, St. Francis, OMPH, St. Marys, Erie, Rome, wherever. 
Each week we recite in the creed – “ONE, Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church”. They signify the universality of 
Christ’s Church on earth until the end of time. Where we 
worship and pray may be changing, but the Faith and the 
Mass are not.” 

DINNER & DISCUSSION:  History of 

the Rosary with Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC  
All are welcome to join us at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish, 

Smethport on Saturday, February 26th after the 5pm Mass 

(around 5:45pm) for a light dinner and discussion on this power-

ful, funny, fascinating video.  This will be a 2-part series.  If you 

are unable to join us, you can find the presentation by Fr. Callo-

way, MIC at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwVdYXyxln0  

FAMILY LIFE 
In studying the effects of religion upon family relationships, 

researchers inform us hostility and prayer can’t coexist. You 

cannot be hostile toward someone for whom you are pray-

ing. Today’s gospel encourages us: “Bless those who curse 

you. Pray for those who treat you badly.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwVdYXyxln0
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CSA Prayer 

God, loving Father, 

You sent Your Son to be the light in the darkness 

and the hope of all people. 

In Your every act of creation we see Your love for us. 

Strengthen us for our role in the work 

of proclaiming the Gospel. 

Open our hearts to listen to the needs 

of our brothers and sisters. 

Give us joyful spirits that invite others 

to be drawn into relationship with You. 

Help us to be steadfast in times of discouragement 

and rejoice in times of blessing. 
Lead us to be vibrant in our support of the mission of Your church, 

continuing to reveal the dynamic life You offer 

through Your sacraments of belonging, healing, forgiving, 

blessing, and sending. 

Allow us to be aware of Your Presence 

that we will remember You are always with us. 

Remind us always that what we do 

for the least of our sisters and brothers, we do for You. 

May we serve You in all things, through all things 

and above all things. 

Through Christ our Lord  

Catholic Service Appeal 2022 
 

 

The 2022 Catholic Services Appeal will be held next weekend in our parish. The CSA is an opportunity for Catholics through-
out the diocese to join together in doing the work of the Gospel. The CSA reminds us that we are all part of the same Catho-
lic family and that the work of the diocese is the work of the church. The church serves each of us and our support is essen-
tial in continuing God’s work in our area. Every CSA donation also brings us closer to being able to complete our own parish 
project [describe parish project]. No gift is too small, but please give as generously as you can. 
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 
 

LIVE STREAMING SUNDAY 10 AM: 

https://youtube.com/channel/

UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
 Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm 
 before  4:00 mass, Thursday before First 
 Friday  from 4:30 to 5 pm 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets as 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet on March 6th from 
11:00 am to 12:15 pm. 
 

REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet on February 27th 
from 5:45 pm to 7:15 pm. 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
 

“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.” (Luke 

6:27) Usually your spouse is not your enemy (aside from 

occasional minor irritations ) So join together to support 

each other in letting go of anger that either of you hold 

against someone who really annoys you.  



Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth 
Behan, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Bonnie Buccolini, 
Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, Annie Champagne, 
Dick Clark, Melissa Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne 
Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard 
Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, 
Chip Giordano, Pat Girard, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn 
Hogue, Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary 
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long, 
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Chester Meyer, 
Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Lorraine Mueller, 
Mary O’Connell, Pete Palumbo, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, 
Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, 
Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Eileen Smith, Hailey Smith,  
Alex Tingley, Philip Weese & Family, Matthew Whelan, 
Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Christine 
Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid-
19. 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

Readings for the week of February 20, 2022 
 

Sunday:  1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 
 10, 12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38  
Monday  Jas 3:13-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday:  1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6/ 
 Mt 16:13-19 
Wednesday:  Jas 4:13-17/Ps 49:2-3, 6-7,  
 8-10, 11/Mk 9:38-40 
Thursday:  Jas 5:1-6/Ps 49:14-15ab, 
 15cd-16, 17-18, 19-20/Mk 9:41-50 
Friday:   Jas 5:9-12/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-12/ 
 Mk 10:1-12  
Saturday:  Jas 5:13-20/Ps 141:1-2, 3 and 8/Mk 10:13-16 
Next Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14,  
 15-16 [cf. 2a]/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 

  Monday, Feb 21 
   SB 8:00 am  Andrew Berg (Kathy Hannon Symington) 
   SF 9:00 am       Louis Lucco (Robert & Judy Bryon) 
Tuesday, Feb 22 
   SF 9:00 am      O’Donnell Family (Mary Rae) 
Wednesday, Feb 23 
   SB 8:00 am    LeRoy, Pauline & Connie Dunson (Family) 
Thursday, Feb 24 
   SB 8:00 am    South Family (Family)  
   SF 9:00 am     Parishioners  

Feb 25 
   SB 8:00 am    Crescenzo & Vincie Costanzo (a) ( Theresa 
    & Joe Bucci) 
Saturday, Feb 26 
   SF 9:00 am    Rita Verolini (Rita Verolini Estate) 
   SB 4:00 pm   Mr. & Mrs. William Cauley (Mary Anne  
   Stauffer)  
Sunday, Feb 27  
   SF 8:00 am    Zachary Vigliotta & Robert Herzog (Family)  
   SB 10:00 am  Julius & Madeline Doriguzzi (Family) 

    OM 11:30 am  Rita Leone (b) (Leone Daughters) 
 

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES FEB 26 - 27 

 

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm 
Lector:  Tammy Black 
EM:  Tammy Black 
Servers: Cooper & Peyton Haight 

 Sunday:  SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Toni Paup 
EM:  Chris Pehonsky 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Greg Ulyan 
EM:  Kim Lance 
Servers:  Christian Peterson / Volunteer 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  Mike Kozminski 
EM:  Dawn Kozminski 
Servers:  Jacob Hannah 

Confession 
 

Enroute to church to make his first confession, my nervous 
seven-year-old grandson asked me what he could expect. 
 

"Confession is where you tell all the bad things you’ve 
done to the priest," I told him. He looked relieved.  
 

"Good. I haven’t done anything bad to the priest." 


