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I want to take this opportunity for Fr. Jim and myself, to thank all of you for the Christmas
cards and gifts that you sent to us. Thank you!
Just think, it is already the day after Christmas. Are you worn out from all the preparation
that went into Christmas? Are you, as it were, already “Christmassed” out? The church
continues to celebrate the Christmas season up to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. They faced problems just as many of
you do. In many ways family life is much different than in the time of the Holy Family.
Now there is a newer definition of what constitutes family life. It keeps evolving but the
basics remain the same - love, communication, and trust. Let us look at how the Holy
Family dealt with these topics.
Let us begin with LOVE. Joseph loved Mary so much that he wanted to protect her after she told him that she was pregnant.
He wanted to set her aside privately, knowing that she could be put to death. When she got back from taking care of her
cousin, Elizabeth, she was showing signs of her own pregnancy. Again out of love for her, he tried to protect her from the gossip of the town. Like Mary, Joseph was chosen by God to become her husband and protector of her son, Jesus.
Let us look at COMMUNICATION. Mary told Joseph, because she loved him, that she was now pregnant and the child would
be named Jesus. She told him the circumstances. After Joseph’s dream, he told Mary what the angel said. At that moment
their love for each other grew stronger. Upon arriving in Bethlehem, conditions were not the best for giving birth, but they
made the most of what they could find. We assume they talked it through and most likely sought out a mid-wife to assist in the
birth of the child. Then they must have talked over what the shepherds and the magi shared with them. Though it is not recorded in Scriptures, they must have had an open channel of communication between them. This communication flowed from their
love for each other and their love of God.
Let us look at TRUST. While still in Bethlehem, Joseph had another dream. This one was an urgent message - in fact it was
an ASAP message: Take Mary and the child and flee to Egypt because Herod wants to kill their son. So, he wakes Mary and
Jesus and leave at once. Mary trusts both Joseph and God. They went not knowing what to expect nor how they would live.
We don’t know how long they lived in Egypt, but after a while Joseph received another dream telling him to go home. So, they
left again and upon arriving home, they had to start all over as they had nothing. But they trusted that God would protect and
provide.
So now for today, the Holy Family continues to set the standard for what your family life should be. It must continue to be built
around love, communication, and trust. At the same time, we
LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
have to remember that there is no such thing as a perfect family; all of us have skeletons in the closet. But the Holy Family St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,249
December 12..…..…..$ 4,827
continues to show us the importance of love, communication
December 19………..$ TBA
and trust.
Flowers…………..…..$ 3,303
A friendly reminder, this year the Feast of the Solemnity of
Immaculate Conception……$ 597
Mary, the Holy Mother of God, is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation,
2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619
so the Masses on January 1st will be the normal weekend
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 42,502
schedule: Saturday, January 1st - 9:00 am at Saint Francis
(Feast of Mary); 4:00 pm Saint Bernard (Feast of Epiphany); St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,561
December 12..…..….$ 1,609
and Sunday, January 2nd the regular Sunday schedule. Also,
December 19……. ...$ TBA
the parish office will be closed Dec 24th through Jan 2nd. We
Flowers……………...$ 1,310
will be checking the phone for messages. God Bless, Fr. Ray
Immaculate Conception..….$ 397
2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 23,895
CHRISTMAS WAFERS
Oplatki is still available in the
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU
Parish office for $3 each
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.
Next meeting Jan 11, 2022
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.

FINAL 2020 CSA pledge payments
must be in to the Parish Office
by the end of December.

Getting married (or know someone who is)?

Engaged couples are invited to attend an Engagement Encounter this January 28-30, 2022. Engagement Encounter
is a restful retreat designed to provide engaged couples the
tools for a happy, holy, and lasting marriage. Here’s what
folks have loved in the past: Time as a couple to focus on
their relationship, a community that prays and has fun together, a non-judgmental atmosphere, the chance to set a
good foundation for their marriage, and the opportunity to
retreat from busy wedding details and enjoy each other.
Learn more or register at https://www.eriercd.org/
familylifeoffice/ee.html. We would love to welcome you this
January!
MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Christmas is past, or is it? Kwanzaa which starts on Dec.
26 is an annual celebration of African-American culture. No
matter the color of your skin, the themes of Kwanzaa can
deepen your love for each other and continue the joy of
Christmas. Some of the Kwanzaa themes are Unity, Collective Work, Cooperative Economics, Purpose, Creativity,
and Faith. https://www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org/
index.html

Friday, December 24
Through
Sunday, January 2

FAMILY LIFE

Today’s gospel contains this truth about parenting: “but his
parents did not know.” One of the reasons parenting is so
difficult is because our children don’t tell us everything. If
the Holy Family had trouble with their teenager, why do we
think it will be easier for us?

Seventh Annual 138 Women's Conference

"Say Yes! to the 7th Annual 138 Women’s Conference. The conference will be held from 8:30-12:30 on
March 12, 2022. You may attend live at St. Jude Parish in
Erie, PA, virtually at satellite parishes via zoom or in your
own home via zoom. The cost is $20. This years conference will feature national speakers Lisa Hendey, best selling author and founder of CatholicMom.com and Patricia
Breen who writes online for Blessed is She, Fem Catholic,
Grotto Network and CatholicMatch. Visit our website at www.138women.com for more information and to
register."

Wishing you and your families a
blessed Christmas and a healthy and
joyful New Year! Lisa & Wendy

Shopping for a Special Christmas item?

McCarthy’s Emporium
124 North Union Street
Olean, New York
1-716-373-7407

STANLEY E. PECORA JR. & ERICA L.
MILLS ATTORNEYS AT LAW
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!

Many specials and discounts through December!
Christmas themed items, cards for clergy ordinations
and anniversaries, as well as many other religious items.
Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis
at the time of your purchase and they will donate
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church.
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FROM THE ERIE DIOCESE: WHEN
CHRISTMAS FALLS ON A SATURDAY...
ERIE — This year, Christmas falls on a Saturday. Many parishioners will attend the Vigil Mass on Friday night or Christmas
Mass on Saturday morning. Several people have inquired about
whether or not they also need to attend Mass on Sunday, December 26. The answer is yes. The obligation to attend Sunday
Mass, which happens to be the feast of the Holy Family, remains in place.
To lessen confusion, and because it would likely be poorly attended, most parishes are opting not to offer their regular
Saturday evening anticipated Mass on Christmas day. The faithful are encouraged to check their parish bulletins or websites to
verify their local information.
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
The weekend after Christmas is a different story. While
the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God is usually a holy
day of obligation in the United States, when such a holy day
falls on a Saturday or a Monday, the obligation is abrogated, or
removed. (The Catholic Church does not allow this option for
either Christmas or the Easter Triduum.)
Happily, next year should prove to be considerably less
complicated as Christmas will fall on a Sunday.

All in the Family
At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, St.
Joseph and the Christ Child intimidating — who are we to aspire to that
level of discipleship? How could we ever hope to conform ourselves to
that mold? Sometimes, it can even be painful — perhaps we hail from a
broken family or struggle with a broken relationship within our family, or
perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves and that state in
life has eluded us.
But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful invitation to us
all, no matter our vocation or our state in life, and the example of Mary,
Joseph and Jesus is rich with the symbolism of stewardship.
You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in her
womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in your world needs you to love
them with the heart of a mother?
The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying
out for the courageous witness of Christian men like St. Joseph. Who
can you love with the steadfast, selfless protection of a father?
Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, unconditional
love of a son? Who needs your gentle and constant love as a daughter?
We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing in heaven,
those of us suffering in purgatory, and those of us struggling here on
earth. We are the great family. Let us love each other well.
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Artwork from the Religious Education Classes - Grades 1 thru 7 in the Fr Gallina Social Center Each
student decorated a snowflake. Stop by a check them out. They are beautiful! Thanks Mrs. VanHorn!

CEMETERY FUND ENVELOPE
Fr. Ray

You may remember, in July, I mentioned that we had extensive damage to trees due to a recent storm at the cemetery. At
that time we asked for donations to help with the clean-up and we were blessed by your response. At that time we also decided to put “Cemetery Fund” envelopes in the envelope packets you receive bi-monthly. The first of these is in your Dec/Jan
packet. There will also be one in the Apr/May packet.
You may wonder - why envelopes? This is because I prefer to be pro-active, rather than ask for donations in the heat of the
moment. We have much work to do at the cemetery, not the least of which is repairing the roads. They have gone too long
without attention. We also have trees that need taken down, before they fall during a storm. All of this takes money that we do
not have.
The cemetery receives no money from the Diocese. The only source of income is from the sale of graves and burials. We
have a perpetual care investment fund but take care not to deplete it. My hope is that with these reminder envelopes and your
generosity, we will be able to take care of issues and make the cemetery a safer place for visitors.
So again, I am asking you, the parishioners, to help take care of the cemetery. I would greatly appreciate the use of these
envelopes or any other donations you feel led to make. Also, if any of you are interested in serving on the cemetery committee, please contact the parish office. We would love to have you. Together we can make the cemetery safer for our families.
Thank you and God bless.
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet on January 30th
from 11:00 am to 12:15 pm.
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet on January 9th
from 5:45 pm to 7:15 pm.

Mrs. VanHorn’s
handiwork in
the Fr. Gallina
Social Center

PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
LIVE STREAMING SUNDAY 10 AM:
https://youtube.com/channel/
UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm
before 4:00 mass, Thursday before First
Friday from 4:30 to 5 pm
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets as
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES JAN 1 - 2
Monday, Dec 27
SB 8:00 am Rose Marie Murphy (Pehonsky Family)
SF 9:00 am No Mass
Tuesday, Dec 28
SF 9:00 am David Tominez (Mr. & Mrs. John Recny)
Wednesday, Dec 29
SB 8:00 am Robert McCann (David & Susie Lerch)
Thursday, Dec 30
SB 8:00 am Rita Leone (Rita & Ronnie Bennardi)
SF 9:00 am Andrew Taylor (William Taylor)
Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve
SB 8:00 am Ted Dudo (Pehonsky Family)
Saturday, Jan 1 - Happy New Year!
SF 9:00 am William Bottorf (Cindy Greek)
SB 4:00 pm Bradford Catholic Community
Sunday, Jan 2
SF 8:00 am Cynthia Whyte (Kevin & Jan Behan)
SB 10:00 am Ralph Campogiani (Steve & Anne)
OM 11:30 am Eugene & Lucille Vinca (David Vinca)
(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass)

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12
-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/
Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk
2:41-52
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12
[12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5,
7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,
5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9,
10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40
Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/
Lk 2:16-21
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm
Lector: Stephanie Frederick
EM: Dick Williams
Servers: Liam & Grace Frasier
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Volunteer
EM: Judy Keenan
Servers: Owen Manion / Eliana Kane
OM 11:30 am
Lector: David Ditz
EM: Kim Ditz
Servers: Jacob Hannah

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Dec 26 - Rev. John Detisch
Mon, Dec 27 - Rev. Chris M. Hamlett
Tues, Dec 28 - Rev. Joseph V. Wardanski
Wed, Dec 29 - Most Rev. Donald W. Trautman
Thurs, Dec 30 - Rev. Michael G. DeMartinis
Fri, Dec 31 - Pray for Consecrated Life
Sat, Jan 1 - Rev. Cesar Segovia

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat
Girard, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn Hogue, Craig Johnson,
Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill
Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth
Lindemuth, Don Long, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita
Magnetti, Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo,
Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Lorraine Mueller, Fran Nickel, Mary
O’Connell, Pete Palumbo, John Pockey, Dan Popiel,
Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt,
Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Eileen Smith, Hailey Smith,
Alex Tingley, Philip Weese & Family, Matthew Whelan,
Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Christine
Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid19.
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.

