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Have you ever thought of yourself as a “John the Baptist”? I don’t mean by the style of clothes 

that he wore or the type of food that he ate.  As we know, his specific task was to prepare for 

the coming of the Messiah. As the prophet Isaiah states: “A voice of one crying in the desert: 

‘prepare the way of the Lord.” 
 

By the fact of our Baptism, each and everyone of us is called to be a missionary/disciple of Je-

sus, like John the Baptist. On a daily basis we are to announce JESUS. You may ask yourself 

how am I to do this on a regular basis?  So let us break life down into three areas - home, work, 

and everything else. 
 

First, look at home. Each home has to become like that in Nazareth. What does the home in Nazareth teach us? It was a 

“temple”, not only a house of prayer, but also where faith was lived out on a regular basis. So should our homes be. Parents 

have to lead by example, just like Mary and Joseph. They truly helped shape Jesus into the Man that He became. 
 

Second, there is work. Joseph taught Jesus the dignity of work and also the responsibility that goes along with it.  In today ’s 

world we face a different challenge, some want to work for only 8 hours and get paid for 40 hours. Others may say, “I am enti-

tled to it.”  Joseph also taught Jesus accountability.  In another words, there is no free ride. We also have to deal with the 

stress of our work, especially as more and more is expected of us.  In the old days we worked an 8-hour day. Now, because of 

technology, we take our work home with us and many of us even take work with us on our vacations. We have to find a middle 

ground where we enjoy going to work and we don’t let ourselves get pent up to the point where we lash out at our co-workers, 

or worse, our family. We know this is not easy to do. We have to find a way to diffuse ourselves. We have to reclaim our sanity 

in a situation that won’t go away. By doing that we are acting like Jesus. 
 

Last, let us look at everything else. From our getting up in the morning to our going to bed, our whole day has to be directed by 

Jesus. All of our actions have to be directed by this one thought: “What would Jesus have me do in this particular situation?” 

Our day and all of its actions must begin and end with Jesus.  We cannot give in to anger of any kind. If your spouse is contin-

ually late for every engagement; if in the express line at a store and the person in front of you has more items than the allowa-

ble limit; someone beats you to the parking space; the person at a four way stop goes out of turn, and the list goes on – we 

must behave like Jesus. 
 

We teach more by example than by words. So then, what legacy are we leaving our children? What we see on TV and other 

means of communication is a lot of poor judgment and bad actions. That is why we have to continually be thinking: What 

would Jesus want me to do?  The more we act like Jesus the more we will be “announcing” Him. 
 

Just a reminder: December 8th is a Holy Day of Obligation - the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mass times 

are 5:30 pm December 7th at St. Francis; 8:00 am December 8th 

at OMPH and 12:10 pm at St. Bernard. 

God Bless,  Fr. Ray 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,249 
        November 21..…..….$ 4,370 

  November 28………..$ 3,523 
  

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 40,250 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,561 
        November 21 .….…..$ 1,876 
  November 28………..$ 2,127 
 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 23,265 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS    (St. Bernard/ St. Francis & OMPH combined) 
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MCQUILKIN PLUMBING CO. 
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.  
 Next meeting Dec 14, 2021 

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT FUND  
Give in gratitude. A donor to the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious writes, “I still remember the lessons the sisters gave 

us and how they instilled in us the love of our faith.” Show  

your thanks for the prayerful service of elderly Catholic sis-

ters, brothers, and religious order priests. Your gift to next 

week’s second collection helps provide care, medicine, and 

more. Please be generous. 

Shopping for a Special Christmas item? 
McCarthy’s Emporium 

124 North Union Street 
Olean, New York 

1-716-373-7407 
 

Many specials and discounts through December! 
Christmas themed items, cards for clergy ordinations  

and anniversaries, as well as many other religious items. 
 

Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis  
at the time of your purchase and they will donate  
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church. 

COVID UPDATE FROM THE DIOCESE DATED 11/11/21 
The use of hymnals is now permitted. 
The following restrictions remain in place: no holy water in 
the fonts, no offertory processions, and no distribution of the 
Precious Blood. 

Those distributing Holy Communion should continue to be 

vaccinated, wear a mask, and sanitize their hands. 

Rosary Altar Society 
 

Will be having a Christmas Dinner 
on December 17th at 6:00pm  

at The Bradford Club 
No January meeting 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
There are Christmas Flower envelopes in your 
December envelope packs. If you would like 
to honor a living or deceased family mem-
ber or friend, write their name on the enve-
lope, include your donation and drop it into the 
collection basket or bring it to the Parish Office. If you do 
not receive envelopes, put your name on a small plain en-
velope and list your names to be remembered on the 
back.  Either way make sure to note living (L) or de-
ceased (D) for each name.  

These remembrance requests are due in 
to the office by Monday, December 6, 
2021. Remembrance sheets with these 
names will be with the Dec. 26th bulletin. 

 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments- 

The Digital World: The digital world is constantly evolving with 

new social media platforms, apps, and devices, and children and 

teens are often the first to use them. Sometimes with negative 

impacts such as cyberbullying, sexting, or the posting hateful 

messages or content. Parents need to become aware and stay 

up-to-date on the latest apps, social media platforms and digital 

slang used by children and teens.  Parents should monitor their 

child’s social media sites, apps and browsing history regularly. 

Visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ to see what the dio-

cese is doing to help maintain safe environments for children 

and youth.  

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

St. Nick’s Day - The Christmas season is traditionally a 

“family focused” time and for many people that means fo-

cusing on children.  For newly marrieds this might be a co-

zy time of couple bonding but for couples hoping for a child 

it can be a bittersweet time. Pray for those longing for chil-

dren.  

https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet at the Father Leo J. 
Gallina Social Hall on December 5th from 11:00 am to 
12:15 pm. 
 

REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet at Father Leo J. 
Gallina Social Hall on December 12th from 5:45 pm  to  
7:15 pm. 
 

A $5 per child or $10 per family late fee will be as-
sessed due to the higher cost of materials ordered late 
for any new registrations.  Registration packets are 
available in the parish office and the back of the churches. 

  ST. BERNARD 
LECTORS, ALTAR SERVERS  
& EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULING 
The office is working on the ministers’ schedule for the St. 
Bernard Mass on the special masses over Christmas and 
New Year.   
 

~Dec 24th:  5:30 pm at St Bernard  

       8:00 pm at St. Francis 

~Dec 25th:  9:00 am at St. Bernard  

     11:00 am at OMPH 

~ Dec 31st/Jan 1st:  Regular mass schedule  
 

If you are available to serve at any of these  
St. Bernard masses please let the office know ASAP.   

 

St. Francis & OMPH ministers will be scheduled by  
Craig Cuthbertson and Mike Kozminski respectively. 

 

Live Streaming At  

St Bernard Church 
 

Live streaming will begin on  

Sunday, October 31st  

for the 10 AM Mass.  
 

Use the link below to view the 

church’s live and past videos.   
 

https://youtube.com/channel/

UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw 

 

Thank YOU Parishioners! While both parish-
es have exceeded their assessment amounts 
for 2021, not all pledges have been com-
pleted. Please make that contribution ASAP!   
All contributions/pledges need to be in the 
office before the end of December. Re-
member that any additional surplus will stay 
in the parish and be used for special pro-
jects next year. Thank you so much for 
your faithfulness! 

Pastoral Planning Committee Update 
Over the next several weeks the Pastoral Planning Com-

mittee is going to be collecting contact information from 

parishioners in preparation to launch a multi-parish wide 

survey.  Why? In order to gauge where we are as parishes 

in the Bradford Catholic Community. This will give us a 

picture of what is being done right and what needs to be 

improved upon.  This information will also help prepare our 

parishes to address a number of current and future issues 

ranging from our declining population, increasing costs of 

aging buildings, and the priest and religious shortages in 

the Diocese just to name a few.  Your involvement in this 

phase is integral and valuable to our parish family. Each of 

the churches has forms and pencils in the pews to be filled 

out by the parishioner. These contact forms can be 

dropped off at the parish office, mailed or put in the collec-

tion. Thank you very much in advance for your involve-

ment in this important step. 

ST. FRANCIS HAND BELL CHOIR 

The Christmas concert of the St. Francis 

Hand Bell Choir will be held Wednesday, 

December 15th at 6:30pm at  Ritchie Hall. 

Everyone is welcome!! 
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Oplatki are now available in the  

Parish office for $3.  

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
 Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm 
 before  4:00 mass, Thursday before First 
 Friday  from 4:30 to 5 pm 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets as 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

CHANGES TO THE COMMUNION RITE  
 

Since 2003, the posture of the people during the Commun-
ion Rite in the Diocese of Erie has differed from the practice 
of most dioceses in the United States.  
 

Since that time, much has changed. After much reflection, 
Bishop Lawrence Persico has determined that the time is 
opportune for us to return to the practice of kneeling after 
the singing of the Lamb of God. Once the people return af-
ter receiving Holy Communion, they may kneel or be seat-
ed. All will stand at the “Let us pray” for the prayer after 
communion. This restored practice is intended to help to 
unify posture and assist those parishioners who are unable 
to stand for long periods of time, as well as bring our prac-
tice into union with our neighboring dioceses. Those who 
are unable to kneel should feel free to sit instead.  
 

This directive goes into effect the First Sunday of Advent, 
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 27, 2021.  



Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa 
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson 
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat 
Girard, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn Hogue, Craig Johnson, 
Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill 
Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth 
Lindemuth, Don Long, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita 
Magnetti, Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, 
Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Lorraine Mueller, Fran Nickel, Mary 
O’Connell, Pete Palumbo, Andrew Pingie, John Pockey, 
Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Eileen Smith, 
Hailey Smith, Alex Tingley, Philip Weese & Family, Matthew 
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, 
Christine Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected 
by Covid-19. 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

Readings for the week of December 5, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6,  
 8-11/Lk 3:1-6  
Monday:  Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 
 Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac,11-12,  
 13 [cf. Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/ 
 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday:  Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 
 12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:   Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and  
 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b,  
 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/ 
 Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18  

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES DECEMBER 11 - 12 

 

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer 
EM:  Tammy Black 
Servers: Laryssa Webster / Volunteer  
Sunday:  SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 
EM:  Joan Yohe 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Pat Pascarella 
Servers: Daniel Marasco / Caleb McAndrew 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannah 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 
Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Dec 5 - Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico 
Mon, Dec 6 - Rev. Raymond C. Gramata 
Tues, Dec 7 - Very Rev. Richard J. Allen, E.V. 
Wed, Dec 8 -  Rev. Msgr. Henry A. Kriegel 
Thurs, Dec 9 - Rev. Philip A. Pinczewski 
Fri, Dec 10 - Very Rev. Matthew J. Kujawinski, V.F. 
Sat, Dec 11 - Rev. Msgr. Casimir A. Bogniak 

  Monday, Dec 6 

   SB 8:00 am  Owen Hannon (Ron & Kathy Symington) 
   SF 9:00 am    Rose Marie Remington (John & Debbie Place) 
Tuesday, Dec 7 - No Morning Mass 
   SF 5:30 pm      Helen T. Kozminski (Family) 
Wednesday, Dec 8 - The Immaculate Conception of  
   The Blessed Mary 
   OM 8:00 am   Albert Vecellio (James Hopkins & Family) 
   SB 12:10 am  Vincent “Mike” Auteri (Kathleen & Patrick 
    Garrigan) 
Thursday, Dec 9 
   SB 8:00 am    Mary Ann Maduri (Ron & Kathy Symington)  
   SF 9:00 am    Parishioners  

Dec 10  
   SB 8:00 am   Mary Karrasch (Pehonsky Family) 
Saturday, Dec 11 
   SF 9:00 am    Mary South Brzenski (Anthony Brzenski) 
   SB 4:00 pm   Connie Schreiber (K of C of Warren) 
Sunday, Dec 12 - Third Sunday of Advent 
   SF 8:00 am    Robert L. Butler (Beverly Butler & Family)  
   SB 10:00 am  Scott Rae (Mary Rae) 

    OM 11:30 am Kenneth & Gertrude “Trudie” Luke (Jessie 
   Hervatin & Laura Lechien)    
 

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass) 


