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As we begin this season of Advent, our world, our country, our community, and even ourselves,
have a lot on our plate. It maybe as if we are spinning our wheels and getting nowhere. For this
season of Advent, I am suggesting a different course of action. One that begins through our relationship with Jesus, the reason for the season. Jesus came to change the direction of our lives to
make them better. The world that He came into was just as bad as ours - maybe more.
We call Jesus, the Prince of Peace, being that He brought more than peace as defined as the
absence of something. He brought the fullness of the abiding presence of God to the world and
to us. He reawakened the reality of the Garden of Eden before the fall – true intimacy with God.
God knew that humankind could not do it; only He. That is why He sent His Son, born of the Virgin Mary, to accomplish what
we could not.
So, Advent is a time to recall God’s greatest gift to humankind, the gift of His Son, Jesus. God has a wonderful sense of confusing humankind, by having Jesus not born in power, but in poverty. Jesus, as we know, was not born in a palace but in a
humble stable among farm animals and the first to greet Him were not kings, but simple shepherds.
We can ask why, but the answer is simple. Power only begets corruption and further violence. We see power as something
worthwhile and we want more and more of it, much like the story of King Midas. Power never truly satisfies us. On the other
hand, the manner and place of His birth shows us why God chose this method of redemption. No matter who we are, we seem
to melt in the presence of a helpless baby. A baby tugs at our heart strings. It recalls to our minds love. As we know, God is
love and whoever abides in love abides in God.
Advent is a time we are invited to remember our dependence upon God for everything that we have. It is a time to quiet ourselves in order to hear the simple voice of God in our lives.
As I said at the beginning of this reflection, the noise of the world tries to drown out the voice of peace. It prefers the noise of
chaos. So then, Advent is a time for us to get rid of the clutter and allow the voice of Jesus to stabilize us and give us peace.
God Bless, Fr. Ray
Gift Card order forms are available in the back
of the churches and the parish office. Orders
with payment are due in to the office by Noon
on THURSDAY, December 2nd.

CONFESSIONS

Confessions will be heard from 4:30 - 5:00 pm on Thursday,
December 2nd for First Friday. Confessions are also heard
on Saturdays following the 9:00 am Mass at St. Francis and
from 3:00 - 3:45 pm before the St. Bernard Mass.

FIRST FRIDAY

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration after
8:00 am mass in St. Bernard chapel from 8:00 am until
noon on First Friday, December 2nd

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,249
November 14..…..…..$ 5,148
November 21………..$ TBA
2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 40,225
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,561
November 14 .….…...$ 1,972
November 21………..$ TBA
2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 22,450
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

NOVEMBER 28, 2021

The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.
Next meeting Dec 14, 2021
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.
COVID UPDATE FROM THE DIOCESE DATED 11/11/21
The use of hymnals is now permitted.
The following restrictions remain in place: no holy water in
the fonts, no offertory processions, and no distribution of the
Precious Blood.
Those distributing Holy Communion should continue to be
vaccinated, wear a mask, and sanitize their hands.

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT
Thank you for your generous support last week for the collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development!
Your contributions will support those on the margins who
live in poverty in the United States. If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections and click “How to Give” under
“Resources.”

Thank YOU Parishioners! St. Francis parish
has now reached their assessment goal and
actually has a surplus of over $200. That
money and any additional surplus will stay in
the parish and be used for special projects
next year. We still have 1 month to go. All
contributions/pledges should be sent in before the end of December. Keep up the
good work!

2022 MASS BOOK

THE MASS BOOK IS FILLING QUICKLY.
Contact the office for open dates.
NOTE: All St. Bernard Saturday &
Sunday masses are filled
Request forms are in the churches and parish
office. MAKE SURE TO NOTE THE CHURCH
OF CHOICE and make your checks out appropriately.
If you have masses on file to be said, you can fill
out a form and note these masses were previously purchased or call the parish office. Thank you
for your patience and understanding.
Pastoral Planning Committee Update
Over the next several weeks the Pastoral Planning Committee is going to be collecting contact information from
parishioners in preparation to launch a multi-parish wide
survey. Why? In order to gauge where we are as parishes
in the Bradford Catholic Community. This will give us a
picture of what is being done right and what needs to be
improved upon. This information will also help prepare our
parishes to address a number of current and future issues
ranging from our declining population, increasing costs of
aging buildings, and the priest and religious shortages in
the Diocese just to name a few. Your involvement in this
phase is integral and valuable to our parish family. Each of
the churches has forms and pencils in the pews to be filled
out by the parishioner. These contact forms can be
dropped off at the parish office, mailed or put in the collection. Thank you very much in advance for your involvement in this important step.

Shopping for a Special Christmas item?

McCarthy’s Emporium
124 North Union Street
Olean, New York
1-716-373-7407

MARSHALL INSURANCE SERVICES, INC
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!

Many specials and discounts through December!
Christmas themed items, cards for clergy ordinations
and anniversaries, as well as many other religious items.
Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis
at the time of your purchase and they will donate
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church.
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ST. BERNARD
LECTORS, ALTAR SERVERS
& EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
HOLIDAY SCHEDULING

The office is working on the ministers’ schedule for the St.
Bernard Mass on the special masses over Christmas and
New Year.
~Dec 24th: 5:30 pm at St Bernard
8:00 pm at St. Francis
~Dec 25th: 9:00 am at St. Bernard
11:00 am at OMPH
~ Dec 31st/Jan 1st: Regular mass schedule
If you are available to serve at any of these
St. Bernard masses please let the office know ASAP.
St. Francis & OMPH ministers will be scheduled by
Craig Cuthbertson and Mike Kozminski respectively.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet at the Father Leo J.
Gallina Social Hall on December 5th from 11:00 am to
12:15 pm.
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet at Father Leo J.
Gallina Social Hall on December 12th from 5:45 pm to
7:15 pm.
A $5 per child or $10 per family late fee will be assessed due to the higher cost of materials ordered late
for any new registrations. Registration packets are
available in the parish office and the back of the churches.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
“…on earth nations will be perplexed by the roaring of the
sea and the waves...” (Luke 21: 25) Whether you interpret
this biblically or connect it with what scientists are saying
about climate change, bad weather can be frightening.
Agree on one step to take to befriend planet earth this
week.

Rosary Altar Society
Will be having a Christmas Dinner
on December 17th at 6:00pm
at The Bradford Club
No January meeting

There are Christmas Flower envelopes in your
December envelope packs. If you would like
to honor a living or deceased family member or friend, write their name on the envelope, include your donation and drop it into the
collection basket or bring it to the Parish Office. If you do
not receive envelopes, put your name on a small plain
envelope and list your names to be remembered on the
back. Either way make sure to note living (L) or deceased (D) for each name.
These remembrance requests are due in
to the office by Monday, December 5,
2021. Remembrance sheets with these
names will be with the Dec. 26th bulletin.

Getting married (or know someone who is)?
Engaged couples are invited to attend an Engagement Encounter this January 28-30, 2022. Engagement Encounter
is a restful retreat designed to provide engaged couples the
tools for a happy, holy, and lasting marriage. Here’s what
folks have loved in the past: Time as a couple to focus on
their relationship, a community that prays and has fun together, a non-judgmental atmosphere, the chance to set a
good foundation for their marriage, and the opportunity to
retreat from busy wedding details and enjoy each other.
Learn more or register at https://www.eriercd.org/
familylifeoffice/ee.html. We would love to welcome you this
January!

Live Streaming At
St Bernard Church

Live streaming will begin on
Sunday, October 31st
for the 10 AM Mass.
Use the link below to view the
church’s live and past videos.
https://youtube.com/channel/
UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw
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Advent comes from the Latin word meaning "coming." Jesus is coming, and Advent is intended to be a season of preparation
for His arrival. While we typically regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended to be a period of preparation, much like
Lent. Prayer, penance and fasting are appropriate during this season.
Advent is not as strict as Lent, and there are no rules for fasting, but it is meant to be a period of self-preparation. The purple
color associated with Advent is also the color of penance. The faithful should fast during the first two weeks in particular and
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The color of the Third Sunday of Advent is rose. This color symbolizes joy and represents the happiness we will experience
when Jesus comes again. The Third Sunday is a day of anticipatory celebration. It is formerly called "Gaudete" Sunday;
gaudete means "rejoice" in Latin.
Finally, Sundays during Advent, just as during Lent, should not be given to fasting, but instead to celebration because we celebrate the resurrection of Our Lord every Sunday. It is important to remember, however, there are no particular rules for how
the laity should observe Advent.
THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT
During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two purple candles. The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete
(Rejoice) Sunday. On this day we celebrate that our waiting for the birth of Jesus on Christmas day is almost over. Rose is a
liturgical color that is used to signify joy, so we light the single pink candle on the third Sunday of Advent.
Then on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we wait
expectantly for the soon-coming birth of the King of Kings.
Traditionally, each of the four Advent candles have a deeper meaning Prayer for the Coming of the Light
which is depicted in the lovely Four Weeks of Advent Pewter Wreath:
In a world so often filled with darkness
and sin,
• The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the "Prophet’s
Jesus,
You
are the rising Son!
Candle" reminding us that Jesus is coming.
When the night of our lives feels longer
• The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the "Bethlehem
than we can bear,
Candle" reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.
Jesus, You are the hope of a new dawn!
• The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the "Shepherd’s
When we are anxious for what the
Candle" reminding us of the Joy the world experienced at the comfuture holds,
ing birth of Jesus.
Jesus, You are the morning star that
never sets!
• The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the "Angel’s
In
all
our
confusion
and division,
Candle" reminding us of the message of the angels:
Jesus,
You
are
the
light
of the world!
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”
Heavenly Father, in this Advent season,
~ Taken from The Catholic Company website
we await Your Son’s coming with
anticipation.
Send Your Spirit to sustain and carry us
through these final days of Advent
preparation,
as we await the dawning of the Light of
the World!
Amen.
(St. Bernard/ St. Francis & OMPH combined)
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CHANGES TO THE COMMUNION RITE
Since 2003, the posture of the people during the Communion Rite in the Diocese of Erie has differed from the practice
of most dioceses in the United States.
Since that time, much has changed. After much reflection,
Bishop Lawrence Persico has determined that the time is
opportune for us to return to the practice of kneeling after
the singing of the Lamb of God. Once the people return after receiving Holy Communion, they may kneel or be seated. All will stand at the “Let us pray” for the prayer after
communion. This restored practice is intended to help to
unify posture and assist those parishioners who are unable
to stand for long periods of time, as well as bring our practice into union with our neighboring dioceses. Those who
are unable to kneel should feel free to sit instead.
This directive goes into effect the First Sunday of Advent,
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 27, 2021.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm
before 4:00 mass, Thursday before First
Friday from 4:30 to 5 pm
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets as
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES DECEMBER 4 - 5
Monday, Nov 29
SB 8:00 am Louis DeSantis (Family)
SF 9:00 am Emily Hilfrity (Family)
Tuesday, Nov 30
SF 9:00 am Elvira Pascarella (Mariann Pascarella)
Wednesday, Dec 1
SB 8:00 am Daniel Day III (Ron & Kathy Symington)
Thursday, Dec 2
SB 8:00 am Rita Leone (Ron & Kathy Symington)
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
Dec 3 - First Friday
SB 8:00 am Carolyn & Ed Fabic (Mariann Pascarella)
Saturday, Dec 4
SF 9:00 am Joyce Burgess (b) (Family)
SB 4:00 pm Daniel Ward (Angie Cipriano)
Sunday, Dec 5 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
SF 8:00 am Joseph Cavallaro (Family)
SB 10:00 am Luke Pascarella Family (Tony & Pat Pascarella)
OM 11:30 am Leo Vecellio (Lisa Zurat)
(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass)

St. Francis Sanctuary Candle is
in memory of Rosemarie Remington

Readings for the week of November 28, 2021
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12 - 4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9,
10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36
Monday: s 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/
Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9,
19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/
Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is
30:18d]/Mt 9:35 - 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm
Lector: Stephanie Frederick
EM: Dick Williams
Servers: Andrew Kane / Volunteer
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: George Macfarlane
EM: Craig Cuthbertson
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Patti Kane
EM: Judy Keenan
Servers: Owen Manion / Eliana Kane
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: Jacob Hannah

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Nov 28 - Rev. Edward J. Walk
Mon, Nov 29 - Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Malene
Tues, Nov 30 - Pray for Consecrated Life
Wed, Dec 1 - Rev. Joseph Kalinowski
Thurs, Dec 2 - Very Rev. Msgr. Edward M. Lohse, V.G.
Fri, Dec 3 - Very Rev. Christopher M. Barnes, V. F.
Sat, Dec 4 - Rev. John P. Beal

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat
Girard, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn
Hogue, Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long,
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Barbara Matto,
Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti,
Lorraine Mueller, Fran Nickel, Mary O’Connell, Pete
Palumbo, Andrew Pingie, John Pockey, Dan Popiel,
Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt,
Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Eileen Smith, Hailey Smith,
Alex Tingley, Philip Weese & Family, Matthew Whelan,
Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Christine
Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid19.
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.

