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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA   NOVEMBER 7, 2021 

In the readings today, we have two women 

who are both the same and yet different, 

both are widows, one with a son, and one 

without. One Jewish and one not. What is 

the same is their faith. In both cases, we 

don’t even know their names, but what 

speaks loudly is their actions. 
 

Let us first look at the woman who met Eli-

jah. Elijah, the stranger, made a simple re-

quest of her: “Please give me a small cupful of water to drink.” Then they have a wonderful dialogue where the woman finds 

something truthful in his words and she does what he asks of her, knowing full well she has nothing to offer  and that both her 

and her son will die sooner. She is rewarded for her actions. Her and her son were able to eat for a year, the jar of flour did not 

go empty, nor the jug of oil run dry. 
 

We might ask ourselves, what made the widow put her faith in Elijah’s words; what made her believe? All we know is that 

something in his voice and how he said it made her believe. Remember that they had just met for the first time. 
 

Let us look at the widow in the Gospel story. She herself was poor, but she had compassion on others who might be worse off 

than she was. She put in two small coins, maybe worth a penny. Why would Jesus bring it to the apostle’s attention and ours? 

It does not matter how much or what we give, but it has to be given with a generous heart. The instrument that she dropped 

the coins in had a long metal tube that would go into a large metal container at the bottom; so that it would make a lot of noise 

as the coins went down the tube.  This was how some wanted to be noticed, by the noise of the coins that were  being 

dropped down the tube. More coins, the longer the noise. Jesus sums up beautifully what she has done. “For they have all 

contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.” 
 

So both widows gave from their poverty. The first from the food 

that she had and the second from the coins that she possessed. 

Both gave with a generous and loving heart. 
 

I want to now take this opportunity to thank all of you for your 

generous food contributions for the Salvation Army Thanksgiving 

Food Basket drive. I am always impressed by your generosity. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.  

God Bless,  Fr. Ray 
 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,249 
        October 31..…..…..$ 5,065 
  Mission Sunday…..$ 1,127 
  

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 39,703 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,561 
        October 31 .….…...$ 2,721 
  Mission Sunday ….$    800 
 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 22,010 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS    

The St. Bernard Saturday mass 

time will change from 5:15 pm to 

4:00 pm beginning November 6th.  

This change coincides with the 

end of Daylight Savings Time. 
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J.A. LUCIANO & SONS BUILDERS 
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

Live Streaming At  

St Bernard Church 

 

Live streaming will begin on  

Sunday, October 31st  

for the 10 AM Mass.  

 

Use the link below to view the 

church’s live and past videos.   

 

https://youtube.com/channel/

UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw 

2022 MASS REQUESTS 
New request forms are available in the back of each 
church or the parish office. The form is like an order form 
where you have the opportunity to request multiple mass 
intentions all on one page.  Pay close attention to the una-
vailable dates at the top and be sure to put your name and 
phone number on it.  MAKE SURE TO NOTE THE 
CHURCH OF CHOICE and make your checks out to 
the same church. If you have masses for both churches 
write 2 separate checks. Return your order form with pay-
ment to the office or in the Sunday collection. Do not in-
clude your mass donation in the same check or envelope 
with your offering. You will be notified if your request can-
not be filled or if you indicate you want a copy. 
 

You must fill out a request form 
(EVEN if you have masses on record to be said)  

If you have masses on record to be said, please fill out a 
form and note these masses were previously purchased. 
No phone calls will be taken for scheduling. 

The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.  
 Next meeting Nov. 9, 2021 

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments- 

Digital Behavior: Parents create trust with children by initi-

ating open, honest discussions. These dialogues are an 

opportunity to communicate values and expectations about 

your family’s appropriate digital behavior, including viewing 

or sharing content, and apps they can and cannot use. 

Check in frequently with your children about their digital 

experiences to address any potential risk of cyberbullying 

and harm. Be clear that your intention is to look out for their 

wellbeing, and that you want to have an open dialogue. 

Listen to their concerns and express your perspective.  To 

minimize the risk of cyberbullying or harm from digital be-

havior, parents can: set clear expectations about digital 

behavior and online reputation, educate about the harmful 

effects of cyberbullying, posting hateful speech or com-

ments, sexting, and sharing naked photos of themselves or 

others (including potential legal issues), be clear about 

what content can be viewed or shared, and identify which 

apps are appropriate for your child’s use and which are not. 

Establish rules about the amount of time that a child can 

spend online or on their devices. Model positive, respectful 

digital behavior on your own devices and accounts. For 

more information on cyberbullying go to: 

www.stopbullying.gov  For additional parent resources visit 

https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/  

Pastoral Planning Committee Update 
Over the next several weeks the Pastoral Planning Commit-

tee is going to be collecting contact information from parish-

ioners in preparation to launch a multi-parish wide survey.  

Why: In order to gauge where we are as parishes in the 

Bradford Catholic Community, this will give us a picture of 

what is being done right and what needs to be improved 

upon.  This information will also help prepare our parishes 

to address a number of current and future issues ranging 

from our declining population, increasing costs of aging 

buildings, and the priest and religious shortages in the Dio-

cese just to name a few.  Your involvement in this phase is 

integral and valuable to our parish family.  Thank you very 

much in advance for your involvement in this important 

step. 

http://www.stopbullying.gov
https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/
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FAMILY LIFE 
The widow in today’s gospel gave only a little, but it counted 

for a lot. In our homes, there are many LITTLE MOMENTS 

which can have great significance and glue the family to-

gether. Seize these moments.  

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

Life is heavy; sometimes too heavy. Just for fun, pick a day 

this week to walk in each other’s shoes. (Do each other’s 

chores, maybe even dress or talk like your beloved. Have 

fun!  

REP classes began in September for students in 
grades 1-11. We would like to take this time to recog-
nize and thank the teachers who have newly volun-
teered or continue each year to share their time and 
talent with the students of the Bradford Catholic Com-
munity. 

 1st grade - Brenda Brandon 

 2nd grade - Vicky Peterson 

 3rd grade - Patricia Eckstrom 

 4th/5th grade - Meghan Lama-Cercone 

 6th/7th grade - Josh Kramer 

 8th/9th grade - Joe Putnam 

 10th grade - Patricia Demjan 

 11th grade - Patti Kane  
 

I would like to take the opportunity at this time to add 
my personal thanks. For without their generosity we 
would not have a Religious Ed Program this year. 
Thanks again, Fr. Ray 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet at the Father Leo J. 
Gallina Social Hall on November 7th from 11:00 am to 
12:15 pm. 
 

REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet at Father Leo J. 
Gallina Social Hall on November 14th from 5:45 pm  to  
7:15 pm. 
 

A $5 per child or $10 per family late fee will be as-
sessed due to the higher cost of materials ordered late 
for any new registrations.  Registration packets are 
available in the parish office and the back of the churches. 

Pope Francis is asking every diocese in the 

world to participate in preparations for the up-

coming world Synod of Bishops to be held in 

Rome in 2023. The theme of that synod will be 

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participa-
tion, and Mission. The Chancery and the Office 

of Faith Formation have released a letter to all 

parishioners in the Diocese of Erie providing a 

brief overview of what is happening at the inter-

national and the diocesan level, as well as infor-

mation about parish listening sessions that are 

expected to take place in early 2022. This is the 

link to the letter posted at www.eriercd.org/news/

News-releases.html or stop by the parish office. 

All are invited to view and share  
S u n d a y  S t o r y  v i d e o s 

The Office of Faith Formation has 

launched a series of short videos featur-

ing parishioners from around the Dio-

cese of Erie sharing testimonials about 

what they experienced during the pan-

demic. Find them at www.ErieRCD.org/SundayStory.html. 

The site also includes suggestions about how both parishes 

and individuals might use the videos. Try using some as an 

inspiring way to begin a meeting or to jump start a dinner-

time conversation. Each video also can be downloaded and 

shared on social media. 

http://www.eriercd.org/news/News-releases.html
http://www.eriercd.org/news/News-releases.html
http://www.ErieRCD.org/SundayStory.html
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

 NOVEMBER 7, 2021 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
 Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm 
 before  4:00 mass, Thursday before First 
 Friday  from 4:30 to 5 pm 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets as 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

AREA HOLIDAY BAZAARS 
 

Saturday, November 20th   9 am - 3 pm 
 Annual Hollyday Faire,  
Hill Memorial Church 

44 Kennedy Street, Bradford PA 16701 
Breakfast and Lunch Available for Purchase! 



Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa 
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson 
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat 
Girard, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn 
Hogue, Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary 
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long, 
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Barbara Matto, 
Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, 
Fran Nickel, Mary O’Connell, Pete Palumbo, Andrew Pingie, 
John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, 
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, 
Eileen Smith, Hailey Smith,  Alex Tingley, David Tominez, 
Philip Weese & Family, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, 
Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Christine Yeager, Ron 
Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid-19. 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

Readings for the week of November 7, 2021 
 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/
 Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 
Monday:  Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10 [24b]/
 Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3,  
 5-6, 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/ 
 Jn 2:13-22 
Wednesday:  Wis 6:1-11/Ps 82:3-4, 6-7 
 [8a]/Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday:  Wis 7:22b—8:1/Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 
 175 [89a]/Lk 17:20-25 
Friday:   Wis 13:1-9/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab [2a]/Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday:  Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 
 42-43 [5a]/Lk 18:1-8 
Next Sunday:  Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
 Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES NOVEMBER 13 - 14 

 

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer  
EM:  Dick Williams 
Servers: Laryssa Webster / Volunteer 

  Sunday:  SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 
EM:  Toni Paup 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Pat Pascarella 
Servers: Daniel Marasco / Caleb McAndrew 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  Mike Kozminski 
EM:  Dawn Kozminski 
Servers:  Jacob Hannah 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 
Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Nov 7 - Rev. Thomas Curry, O.S.B. 
Mon, Nov 8 - Rev. Richard Tomasone 
Tues, Nov 9 - Rev. Robert Horgas  
Wed, Nov 10 - Rev. Robert A. Manning 
Thurs, Nov 11 - Rev. Christopher J. Singer 
Fri, Nov 12 - Rev. Henry C. Andrea 
Sat, Nov 13 - Very Rev. Vincent P. Cieslewicz, V. F.  

  Monday, Nov 8  

   SB 8:00 am  Sandra Sullivan McArter  (Fr. Steve, Diane 
   & Mike Schreiber) 
   SF 9:00 am    Minnie Camas & Antoinette DeAmbrose 
   (Family) 
Tuesday, Nov 9 
   SF 9:00 am      William M. Bowler (BCCHS Class of 1967) 
Wednesday, Nov 10 
   SB 8:00 am    Dean R. Place, Jr.  (John & Debbie Place) 
Thursday, Nov 11 - VETERAN’S DAY 
   SB 8:00 am   Private Intention  (Kathy Symington)  
   SF 9:00 am    Parishioners  

Nov 12   
   SB 8:00 am   Lawrence Smith, Jr. (Ron & Kathy Symington) 
Saturday, Nov 13 
   SF 9:00 am    Evelyn Taylor (Family) 
   SB 4:00 pm   Ottario & Sylvia Vigliotti (Jim & Toni Bloomquist) 
Sunday, Nov 14 
   SF 8:00 am    Mary & Joseph Fabian (Family)  
   SB 10:00 am  Nita & Lou DeFrank (Gene & Helen DeFrank) 

    OM 11:30 am  Henry & Rose Vecellio (Family)    
 

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass) 


