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Since on Tuesday, we celebrate the Feast of the Souls in Pur-
gatory, I would like to share an excerpt of an article written by 
Chris Burgwald, who is director of Adult Discipleship and Evan-
gelization for the Diocese of Sioux Falls.  
 

Why do we pray for the souls in purgatory? 
 

This is an excellent question and a common one: because other Christians—Protestants, specifically—do not believe in purga-
tory, they often have questions about the Church’s teaching, which can persist even if they become Catholic. So, thanks for 

asking it. Let me try to explain what the Church believes about purgatory and praying for those who are there. 

In short, purgatory is the word the Church uses to describe a state of spiritual “cleansing” which occurs after we die. We are 
told in Scripture that nothing impure will enter into heaven (Rev. 21:27), but we are also told there are sins which we commit 
which are not “deadly” (or mortal) to our relationship with God, meaning, they do not completely break our relationship with 

Him (1 John 5:17). 

Purgatory lies at the intersection of those two scriptural teachings: that we need to be completely cleansed of sin before we 

enter heaven, and that we can have sins on our soul when we die that do not damn us, as mortal sins do. 

From the very beginning of the Church, Christians have believed that when we die, we will either go to hell, or to heaven di-
rectly, or to heaven after our soul is cleansed of any non-mortal (venial) sins. That third option is what we mean by purgatory: it 
is the spiritual “place” where we are cleansed of any and all spiritual flaws which remain, so that we can enter into heaven in a 

state of perfection, as Revelation tells us. 

Before speaking directly about praying for the souls in purgatory, I want to emphasize that purgatory is a temporary place. 
Sometimes people misunderstand the Church’s teaching to mean that it’s a permanent destination for those who go there after 

death, but that is most definitely not the case.  

Now let’s turn to the question of praying for the souls in purgatory. This is a practice which predates Christianity and which was 
taken up by the early Church. In fact, both purgatory and praying for the dead were beliefs and practices held by all Christians 
up until the time of the Protestant Reformation. Throughout the centuries, Christians have prayed for souls in purgatory or for 
“the dead,” which means the same thing. We do so for the same reason that we pray for the living: because in the mystery of 
God’s plan and of His goodness, our prayers are able to aid and benefit them. We have confidence that God will hear our 

prayers and give them the grace they need, which is to be cleansed of their remaining faults. 

When we do so, our prayers are somehow able to shorten their time of purification. Just as God desires that we pray for the 
living, even though He could grant them the graces they need without our prayers, so too does He desire that we pray for the 
deceased, even though they will eventually get to heaven regardless. Somehow, our prayers are able to hasten that time of 

spiritual purification and help the deceased enter more quickly into heaven. 

I hope this helps to explain why we pray for souls in purgatory. 
You will find more information on a later page in this bulletin.  
We are also celebrating All Saints Day on November 1st and 

Priesthood Sunday today.   God Bless,  Fr. Ray 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,249 
        October 24 ..….…. $ 5,090  
  

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 39,283 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,561 
         October 24 .….…. $ 1,539 
 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 21,635 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS    

The St. Bernard Saturday mass time will 
change from 5:15 pm to 4:00 pm  
beginning November 6th.  This change 
will coincide with the end of Daylight Sav-
ings Time later that night. 
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Get resources and suggestions for your 
family at the Diocese of Erie’s family 
website, www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  
At the Diocese of Erie, families always 
matter! Go Families!  

 

The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at the parish office.  
 Next meeting Nov. 9, 2021 

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

ITALIAN AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE CLUB 
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

2022 MASS REQUESTS 
New request forms are available in the back of each 
church or the parish office. The form is like an order form 
where you have the opportunity to request multiple mass 
intentions all on one page.  Pay close attention to the una-
vailable dates at the top and be sure to put your name and 
phone number on it.  MAKE SURE TO NOTE THE 
CHURCH OF CHOICE and make your checks out to 
the same church. If you have masses for both churches 
write 2 separate checks. Return your order form with pay-
ment to the office or in the Sunday collection. Do not in-
clude your mass donation in the same check or envelope 
with your offering. You will be notified if your request can-
not be filled or if you indicate you want a copy. 
 

You must fill out a request form 
(EVEN if you have masses on record to be said)  

If you have masses on record to be said, please fill out a 
form and note these masses were previously purchased. 
No phone calls will be taken for scheduling. 

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 

The Bradford Catholic Community is now 
collecting non-perishable food in support 
of the Bradford Salvation Army Holiday food 

boxes!  They make boxes for distribution before Thanksgiv-
ing and then also supply food boxes and meals for the 
Christmas holiday. They are counting on your generosity to 
help again. Items such as boxed or instant potatoes, 
canned or readymade gravy, cranberry sauce, boxed 
stuffing and no-bake style desserts are always needed.  
Any non-perishable canned or boxed ready-to make meal 
type items are appreciated. Cash donations welcome! 
Checks should be made out to the Salvation Army. 

Items can be dropped off at the parish office  

Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 3:30 pm 

BY FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2021 

Please support this worthy community activity. 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

Nov. 1 is All Saints Day in which the Catholic Church hon-

ors all saints known and unknown. Your spouse may not 

always act like a saint. None of us do, but I bet you can find 

a saintly quality if you pay attention. Is he or she generous, 

humble, self-sacrificing, courageous… Celebrate the saint 

you are living with today.  

 

Live Streaming At  

St Bernard Church 

 

Live streaming will begin on  

Sunday, October 31st  

for the 10 AM Mass.  

 

Use the link below to view the 

church’s live and past videos.   

 

https://youtube.com/channel/

UCEFoz8SzV_JtZ8c8zT5fspw 

THANK YOU for your generous response to the collection 
for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith last week-
end on World Mission Sunday. You may stay connected 
year-round to the Pope’s missions, continuing the commit-
ment of World Mission Sunday, by visiting MISSIO.org 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021 
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ST. BERNARD 

CEMETERY 

All flowers, pots and ornamentation, real or plastic, must be 
removed from all grave sites by September 15th. Winter and 
holiday decorations are permitted after November 1st. 

FAMILY LIFE 
In a family, children are taught to be respectful if they want 

to be respected, to share, if they want their fair share and to 

listen if they want to be heard. Family life rescues us from 

arrogance by teaching us to love others as we love our-

selves.  

CHRISTMAS SHOP EARLY 
Gift Card order forms are available in the back 
of the churches and the parish office. Orders 
with payment are due in to the office  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes for grades 1 - 7 will meet at the Father Leo J. 
Gallina Social Hall on November 7th from 11:00 am to 
12:15 pm. 
 

REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will meet at Father Leo J. 
Gallina Social Hall on November 14th from 5:45 pm  to  
7:15 pm. 
 

A $5 per child or $10 per family late fee will be as-
sessed due to the higher cost of materials ordered late 
for any new registrations.  Registration packets are 
available in the parish office and the back of the churches. 

In recognition that October is Safe Sleep Awareness 
Month - the McKean County Cribs for Kids Program is 
encouraging parents, grandparents, and caregivers of 
infants to practice the recommended ABCs (Alone, 
Back, Crib) of infant safe sleep as recommended by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).  If you or some-
one you know needs a cribette for their infant con-
tact:  McKean County Cribs for Kids at 814-362-4621 
(office of CARE for Children) or email recep-
tion@careforchildren.info.  

mailto:reception@careforchildren.info
mailto:reception@careforchildren.info
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All Saints Day 
 

I heard a story the other day of a very holy man. The 
commentator said, "We shouldn't call him a saint. If 
we sanctify him, we don't have to imitate him." This is 
precisely the opposite of the meaning of saints! 
Throughout the Church's history, we have honored 
saints, but not to set them apart. We honor saints to 
remind us what is possible for a person who loves 
God. The saints have stories as varied as our own. We 
have bishops, martyrs, teachers, doctors, former 
thieves and prostitutes, politicians and kings, soldiers 
and pacifists, single mothers, desert hermits ? the list 
goes on! On this Solemnity of All Saints, we remem-
ber this garden of holiness, rich with diverse flower-
ings of a holy life. When you look at the life of your 
favorite saint, ask yourself, "How can I imitate this 
person? What is possible for me when I love God?" 

Faithful Departed 
 

We commemorate the faithful departed on November 
2nd each year. However, we can and should continue to 
pray for the dead. Our growth in Christian perfection 
takes a long time. At the time of our death, many of us 
might not be saints yet. But God, in His mercy, allows 
for those who love Him to experience purification after 
death. Our word for that state is Purgatory. It’s the an-
techamber of heaven, so to speak. We know we’re get-
ting in the house, but we’re not quite ready to go all 
the way in. There’s rain to shake off our coats and dirt 
that’s clogging our shoes.  
 

Here on earth, we can pray for the souls in Purgatory. 
One way is to request that your parish offer a Mass for 
the intention of a specific loved one. We can also re-
member the departed in our daily prayers. Just as we 
have special intentions for family and friends here on 
earth, we can pray for those who have died. It’s also a 
good act of Christian charity to pray for the forgotten, 
those who have no one else to pray for them. God 
knows who they are!  

 



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
 Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 pm 
 before  4:00 mass, Thursday before First 
 Friday  from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Confessions will be heard from 4:30 - 5:00 pm on Thursday, 
November 4th for First Friday. Confessions are also heard 
on Saturdays following the 9:00 am Mass at St. Francis and 
from 3:30 to 4:00 pm before the St. Bernard Mass. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration after 
8:00 am mass in St. Bernard chapel from 8:00 am until 
noon on First Friday, November 5th. 



Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Arnold Family, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa 
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson 
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat 
Girard, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn 
Hogue, Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary 
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long, 
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Barbara Matto, 
Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, 
Fran Nickel, Mary O’Connell,  Andrew Pingie, John Pockey, 
Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Eileen Smith, 
Hailey Smith,  Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Philip Weese & 
Family, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, 
Donna Whitford, Christine Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat 
& those affected by Covid-19. 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 31, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/Heb 7:23-28/
 Mk 12:28b-34  
Monday:  Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 6]/ 
 1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
Tuesday:  Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1 or 4ab]/ 
 Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40a 
Wednesday:  Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 
 4-5, 9 [5a]/Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday:  Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 
 13-14 [13]/Lk 15:1-10 
Friday:   Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab,  3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/ 
 Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday:  Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5,  
 10-11 [1b]/Lk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday:  1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/
 Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44  

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES NOVEMBER 6 - 7 

 

Saturday: SB 4:00 pm 
Lector:  Stephanie Frederick  
EM:  Tammy Black 
Servers: Andrew Kane / Volunteer 

  Sunday:  SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Craig Cuthbertson 
EM:  Suzie Sperry 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Patti Kane 
EM:  Beth Mongillo 
Servers: Owen Manion / Eliana Kane 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  Linda Cox 
EM:  Carol Vinca 
Servers:  Jacob Hannah 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 
Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Oct 31 - Pray for Consecrated Life 

Mon, Nov 1 - Rev. Glenn Whiteman 

Tues, Nov 2  - Rev.  Peter Pierjok OSB 

Wed, Nov 3 - Rev. Thomas M. Brooks 

Thurs, Nov 4 - Rev.  B. LaMounte Sayers 

Fri, Nov 5 - Rev. David Carter 

Sat, Nov 6 - Rev. Dennis A. Martin 

  Monday, Nov 1 

   SB 8:00 am  Wayne MacDonald (Tony & Pat Pascarella) 
   SF 9:00 am    Michael McAndrew (Irma & Mario Lombardi) 
Tuesday, Nov 2 
   SF 9:00 am      Living & Deceased Members of Rosary                             
                Altar (by SF Rosary Group) 
Wednesday, Nov 3 
   SB 8:00 am    Anne Tominez (Charles & Rita Stark) 
Thursday, Nov 4 
   SB 8:00 am    James Hopkins (Kevin & Jan Behan)  
   SF 9:00 am     Parishioners  
 (SB Church - Confessions 4:30 to 5:00 pm) 

Nov 5  - First Friday 
   SB 8:00 am    Mary Cuthbertson (Irene & Bob Goldthwaite) 
 (SB Chapel - Adoration until noon) 
Saturday, Nov 6 -  See time change at St. Bernard 
   SF 9:00 am    Dr. Edward Konwinski (Joyce Schaming &  
   Bill Manning) 
   SB 4:00 pm   Charles & Pam Roney (Mary Ann Roney) 
Sunday, Nov 7 
   SF 8:00 am    Marian B. Freaney (Richard & Ann Cavallero)  
   SB 10:00 am  Howard Nickel (Fran Nickel) 

    OM 11:30 am  William Lerch (Joyce Schaming & Bill Manning)    
 

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 3:15 pm before 4:00 pm St. Bernard Mass) 


