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“Everyone must give according to whatever he has 

inwardly decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7)  

The beginning part of today’s Gospel from Saint Mark may make many of us feel quite un-

comfortable because Jesus is talking about divorce and the consequences of divorce. Back 

in the 40’s and 50’s and sometimes even today, divorce was frowned upon, not only by the 

Catholic Church but by most churches. Today divorce and couples living together, without 

marriage, seem to be the norm - especially for Catholics.  
 

It used to be that “divorce” was a word that was swept under the carpet as if it never hap-

pened. You often heard at that time: “You made your bed and now go lie in it!” What a cruel 

saying that was. Many Catholics thought that they could not attend Mass or receive Holy 

Communion; some even may have thought that they were excommunicated from the 

Church. But that is not true. The ruling goes that if you are divorced and remain single you may receive the sacraments. To 

marry again you must go through the annulment process. In one sense it is a most difficult process because you are asked to 

remember why you left that marriage and old wounds may come to the surface. Through the annulment process, the church 

is not looking for blame of any kind, it is looking for cause as to why that marriage should not have taken place in the first 

place. What is nice now is that our diocese does not charge anyone seeking an annulment. 
 

Sometimes those in a second marriage may feel like a second-class member of the church. That is not true. Like every mem-

ber of the church, you are first class. I have seen some beautiful second marriages that have gone on for many years and for 

whatever reason they may not have gone through an annulment process. I don’t know the reason, but you can see that God 

blesses this marriage. It may not be a sacramental marriage in the eyes of the church, but for them it is a true marriage 

blessed by God.  
 

A reminder that Monday, October 4th is the Feast of Saint Francis and it is also a special anniversary for the parish, along 

with our Mission parish of Our Mother of Perpetual Help. Both parishes were formed at the same time 75 years ago. We will 

mark this occasion by celebrating a Mass at 5:30 pm on Monday at Saint Francis church. Please come and celebrate with us.  
 

God Bless,  Fr. Ray 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,745 
        September 26 ..……. $ 6,217 
     Catholic Education ………$    988 

 

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 37,857 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,952 
        September 26... .….….$ 2,165 
   Catholic Education     ………$    400  
 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 20,380 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS    

 

Thank YOU Parishioners! St. Bernard parish 
has reached their assessment goal and ac-
tually has a surplus of over $3,000. That 

money and additional surplus will stay in the 
parish and be used for special projects next 
year.  St. Francis parish is well on the way 

to meeting their 2021 CSA assessment. 
They are currently at 91% with 3 months to 

go!  Keep up the good work! 



UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: Cancelled until further notice  
Rosary Altar: Canceled until further notice 

K of C #403 : Tuesday, October 12th @ 7 pm  
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Blessing of the Animals / Pets 
Bring your pets to St. Francis church parking lot on 

Sunday, October 3rd, at 1 PM  to have them  
receive a special blessing by Father Jim. 

FAMILY LIFE 
Perhaps Jesus’ two-fold message in today’s gospel is a re-

minder to married couples to return to the innocence of the 

early years of their love—like children, loving each other 

with abandon. Do you know any couple who have recently 

married? Their love is contagious, and glowing, right? Mar-

ried couples are called to be a sacramental reflection of 

God’s faithful and selfless love … a place where people live 

and love beyond rules and formulas.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes began September 19th for grades 1 - 7 and 
meet at the Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall on Sunday 
mornings from 11:00 am to 12:15 pm. The next class will 
be October 3rd. 
 

REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began September 26th and 
also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sunday eve-
nings from 5:45 pm - 7:15 pm. There will be NO class on 
October 10th. The next class will be October 24th. 
 

All registrations need to be submitted to the office by 
October 8th. A $5 per child or $10 per family late fee 
will be assessed due to the higher cost of materials 
ordered late. Registration packets are available in the par-
ish office and the back of the churches. 
 

REP - SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING 
Our Religious Education/Formation program is mandated 
by the Bishops of the United States to provide Safe envi-
ronment training to all students annually.  The training will 
take place October 17th and 24th this year.  If you DO 
NOT want your child/children to participate please con-
tact the REP Coordinator, Mrs. Kim VanHorn, in writing 
to PO Box 2394 and your child/children will be withheld 
from the program when it is presented. 

MIKE DEPALMA/HOWARD HANNA 
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

At the beginning of this summer many of us thought that the 

Covid-19 pandemic was winding down. Now we’re not so 

sure. How have Covid restrictions been hard on your mar-

riage? Are there any ways that new practices have enliv-

ened your love?  

The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

A Family Rosary celebrating October 

as the Month of “The Rosary” will be 

held on October 7th at 7:00 pm in St. 

Bernard Church. Four Mysteries will be 

recited. Everyone is welcome to come 

pray with us.  You do not  have to re-

main seated and can leave at any time. 



 OCTOBER 3, 2021 

Live the Gospel of Life 

Respect Life Reflection 

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving message to 
the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing his very life for our re-
demption, Christ reveals the profound dignity of every human person. This God-given dignity does not change with our 
stage of life, abilities, level of independence, or any other varying circumstance. 

Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of us is made in the image and likeness of God, created to share in 
the very life of God himself. The human person is a “manifestation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a trace 
of his glory” (EV 34). And we must reflect this truth in how we act and how we treat one another.  

The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation of who we are as followers of Christ. In his earthly life, Jesus pro-
vided the perfect model for how we are to love our neighbor and live out the Gospel call: “Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40).  

Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a person for whom God has made us responsible” (EV 87). The Gospel 
of life is intrinsic to the whole Christian life and foundational to the decisions we make on a daily basis. For, “the Gos-
pel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible 
Gospel” (EV 2, emphasis added). 

In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. John Paul II recognizes the full range of threats against human life, 
from poverty and malnutrition to murder and war. He places particular emphasis, however, on threats to life at its be-
ginning and end—precisely when it is most in need of protection. In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs 
and those approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation. Practic-
es such as abortion and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that human life is always to be cherished and defend-
ed with loving concern.  

As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us reflect on how we 
personally live out the Gospel: Do I talk about and act towards others as I would talk about and treat Jesus himself? 
Do I inform myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in the civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support 
and advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend human life? Do I help pregnant and parenting mothers in 
need? Am I ready to support a loved one nearing death? 

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and courageously live 
his Gospel of life. 

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from 
Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used 
with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights re-
served. 
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St. Francis of Assisi (1181 – 1226) left a life of luxury for a life devoted to Christianity 

after reportedly hearing the voice of God, who commanded him to rebuild the Chris-

tian church and live in poverty. He founded the men's Order of Friars Minor, the 

women's Order of St. Clare, the Third Order of St. Francis and the Custody of the Holy 

Land. 

Born in 1181 in Italy, St. Francis of Assisi was renowned for drinking and partying as 

a youth. During a military expedition/battle between Assisi and Perugia, he was cap-

tured and imprisoned for ransom. He spent nearly a year in prison and began receiv-

ing visions from God. After his release from prison, St. Francis of Assisi claimed to 

have heard the voice of Christ, who told him to restore the Christian Church and live 

a life of poverty. As a result, St. Francis of Assisi abandoned his life of luxury and be-

came a devotee of the Catholic faith. 

Today, St. Francis of Assisi, known for his deep love of nature and animals, is the pa-

tron saint of the environment and animals. Each October, many animals are blessed 

on his feast day. Celebrate the 75th Anniversary of St. Francis of 
Assisi and Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parishes 

at a special 5:30 pm mass on  
Monday, October 4th  at St. Francis Church 



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environ-

ments - Diocesan Code of Conduct:  

The Diocese of Erie is committed to protecting the children 

and youth who are entrusted to its care and to ensuring 

that those in ministry with our young people are in right re-

lationship with the children/youth receiving services. To 

share in the ministry of Christ is a great privilege as well as 

a tremendous responsibility. The privilege is the joy of shar-

ing in the mission of Jesus Himself. The responsibility is 

acting in a way that conforms to the attitude and actions of 

Christ. In this spirit, the diocese has issued a ministerial 

Code of Conduct. The code is included in the diocesan Pol-

icy for the Protection of Children. To read the Code of Con-

duct, go to: https://www.eriercd.org/images/sections/

childprotection/pdf/CURRENTPolicy.pdf  For more infor-

mation, contact Mrs. Cindy Zemcik, in the diocesan Office 

for the Protection of Children at 814-824-1195.  

https://www.eriercd.org/images/sections/childprotection/pdf/CURRENTPolicy.pdf
https://www.eriercd.org/images/sections/childprotection/pdf/CURRENTPolicy.pdf


Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb 
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Bonnie 
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, Annie 
Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa Cox, 
Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson 
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat 
Girard, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Lynn 
Hogue, Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary 
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Don Long, 
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Anita Magnetti, Barbara Matto, 
Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, 
Christy Moyer, Fran Nickel, Mary O’Connell, Pete Palumbo, 
John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Mary Rae, 
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, 
Eileen Smith, Hailey Smith,  Alex Tingley, David Tominez, 
Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna 
Whitford, Christine Yeager, Ron Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those 
affected by Covid-19. 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 3, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [cf. 5]/  
 Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 
Monday:  Jon 1:1—2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday:  Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8 [3]/
 Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday:  Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 
 9-10 [15]/Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday:  Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 
 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 11:5-13 
Friday:   Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9 [9]/
 Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday:  Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12a]/
 Lk 11:27-28 
Next Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [14]/
 Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES OCTOBER 9 - 10 

 

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer  
EM:  Peggy Johnson 
Servers: Laryssa Webster / Volunteer  

  Sunday:  SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 
EM:  Toni Paup 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Pat Pascarella 
Servers: Daniel Marasco / Caleb McAndrew  
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannah 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 
Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Oct 3 - Rev. Thomas M. Aleksa 
Mon, Oct 4 - Rev. Gregory P. Passauer 
Tues, Oct 5  - Rev.  Glenn Whitman 
Wed, Oct 6 - Rev. James G. Gutting 
Thurs, Oct 7 - Rev. James C. Campbell 
Fri, Oct 8 - Rev. John M. Fischer 
Sat, Oct 9 - Rev. David Whiteford 

  Monday, Oct 4 - Feast of Saint Francis 

   SB 8:00 am  Connie Schreiber (Bob & Jan Giesler) 
   SF 5:30 pm    L&D Members of St. Francis Parish 
Tuesday, Oct 5 
   SF 9:00 am       In Honor of Louise Stoltz (Joyce Schaming 
    & Bill Manning) 
Wednesday, Oct 6 
   SB 8:00 am    Sister Mary Esther Rhone  (Linda Rhone) 
Thursday, Oct 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary 
   SB 8:00 am    In Honor of Elizabeth (Carol Hranek) 
   SF 9:00 am     Parishioners 
   SB 7:00 pm    K of C Family Rosary  

Oct 8    
   SB 8:00 am    Msgr. Richard Stack (Mike & Ann Mecanko) 
Saturday, Oct 9  
   SF 9:00 am    Lena Durnein (Lou & Angela Monti) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Robert & Raye Reese (Family) 
Sunday, Oct 10 
   SF 8:00 am    Bill Wilson (Julie Wilson)  
   SB 10:00 am  Ralph Mongillo (Family) 

    OM 11:30 am  Nick Pingie (Dave Vinca)    
 

(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 


