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You name it and we have a day for it, whether it’s national doughnut day, junk food day, or what
food we choose, we seem to look for an excuse to gorge ourselves. Our readings today, call for a
different type of food to celebrate. Not just one day, but each and every day, God provides for us
“soul food” – bread from heaven. How is it different?
In the reading from Exodus, God provided the Israelites with food from heaven in the form of manna. The manna nourished their bodies alone. But God provided bread in the morning and quail at
night, so long as they followed His instructions for collecting the food.
Then, in the Gospel, Jesus says that He is the “true bread from heaven”, unlike the manna which only nourished the body,
Jesus nourishes both body and soul. We receive this “bread” in the form of the eucharist. You and I know it and believe it. But
there seems to be a growing trend among some Catholics and other Christians that this is merely a symbol and is not really
Jesus. At the Last Supper, Jesus did not say over the bread: “Take and eat, this is the symbol of My body” and over the wine,
He did not say: “Take and drink, this is the symbol of my blood.” Jesus said: “This is My Body” and over the wine, he said:
“This is My Blood.” It cannot be any clearer than that.
Why then do we struggle with that? Could it possibly be that the objects used by Jesus are too simple, too ordinary? Maybe if
the objects were something of greater value, but they are not; Jesus chose what He chose. The objects He chose are simple
objects that nourish us daily and He has raised them up to a higher level, so that now they also nourish the soul. In the first
reading, the manna nourished the body and now Jesus, the Bread from Heaven, nourishes both body and soul.
You may remember that the Church has a special word – TRANSUBSTANTIATION – to explain what happens at the moment of Consecration, when the priest says the same words that Jesus did. Simply put after the words of consecration, what
looks like bread (and has the appearance and taste of bread) and what looks like wine (and has the appearance and taste of
wine) is now JESUS. The substance of the bread and the substance of the wine is now JESUS. After Mass, the bread and
wine do not return to being simple bread and wine. It is forever Jesus.
So, while coming up for communion and returning, our focus has to be on the Person we are about to receive. We cannot
worry about the person in front of us or the person in the pew. Or thoughts must be on the Jesus that we are about to receive.
You know that I have said this before - at the moment of our reception of communion, we become one with Jesus and He becomes one with us. At that moment we become tabernacle; we carry Jesus wherever we go and whatever we do.
So let us remember the words of Jesus that conclude the reading chosen for today’s Gospel: “I am the bread of life; whoever
comes to Me will never hunger, and whoever believes in Me will never thirst.” “BELIEVE” IS THE KEY WORD.
God bless, Fr. Ray

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS

CONFESSIONS

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,745
July 25 ..……. $ 4,337
National Needs………$ 1,014
2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 35,460

FIRST FRIDAY

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,952
July 25 .….….$ 2,275
National Needs……...$ 823
2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$17,980

Confessions will be heard from 4:30 - 5:00 pm on Thursday, August 5th for First Friday. Confessions are also
heard on Saturdays following the 9:00 am Mass at St.
Francis and from 4:30 - 5:00 pm before the St. Bernard
Mass.
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration after
8:00 am mass in St. Bernard chapel from 8:00 am until
noon on First Friday, August 6th.

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: TBA
Rosary Altar: TBA
K of C #403 : Tuesday, August 10th @ 7 pm - SB Office

Bradford Catholic Community Members
~ Looking for fellowship?
~ Want to see a familiar face?
Then you will want to come to
The Tri Parish Catholic Community Gathering
Once a month EVERYONE: Men, Women, and Families
are invited to spend less than an hour
REJOICING, REFLECTING
AND RECONNECTING
With others from our parishes
DATE: September 12, 2021
TIME: After 10:00 Mass
PLACE: Fr Leo Social Hall
PURPOSE: Rejoice, Reflect,
Reconnect
Come see what this gathering
is all about!
Sponsored by
the Catholic Women’s Club.
To St. Francis Parishioners:
Beginning with your August/September envelopes,
you will notice a change. In order to centralize the
purchase of envelopes and take advantage of a
great promotion, we have contracted with Our
Sunday Visitor to provide our offertory envelopes.
The weekly envelope will look like this:

Welcoming the Stranger:
Prayer for Hospitality
Loving God, your Son Jesus said
your Kingdom is like a banquet:
a festive gathering for all people
of every race and color —
a table at which the lonely find company,
the hungry savor rich foods and fine wine,
and strangers enjoy warm family ties.
Jesus calls us to build this Kingdom here on
earth.
Teach us, Lord, the ways of hospitality.
Give us the spirit of joyful welcome and
the sensitivity to help people on the move
to feel they belong.
Grant that our tables at home may draw our
new neighbors from other lands
into a loving community
and that the eucharistic tables in
our parishes may prefigure the banquet
in heaven where all are one with you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen

~Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

NEW PROGAM AT ST. BERNARD CHURCH
St. Bernard parish is looking to pilot a Sunday School program this fall. Kids under 5 can gather during the 10 am
mass and participate in a child-friendly Bible story, crafts,
songs, and more. If you would consider using this service
for your kids, or are a woman of the parish (moms, aunts,
grandmas!) who would consider volunteering, please contact Ruby Morris at 740-632-4717. We are hoping for a
handful of parishioners to get started and will then schedule
an informational meeting. Note: all child-safety clearances
will be in order before this program can commence.

Parenting Pointers
Officially July 25 was “Parent’s Day.” But as any ‘working’
parent knows (and we all work even if we don’t get paid),
it’s not always a holiday. If you didn’t take any time off work
last Sunday, give yourself a break sometime this weekend.

Special collection envelopes will be in different colors to help differentiate them from St. Bernard’s. If
you have any questions or need to change any
mailing information please call the parish office.

MCQUILKIN PLUMBING CO.
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!
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OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS ON
SUNDAYS AND HOLY DAYS
REINSTATED BEGINNING AUG. 15
Although parishioners have been enjoying the opportunity to
return to Mass in increasing numbers since pandemic restrictions have eased, the Catholic bishops of Pennsylvania
— including Bishop Lawrence Persico — are making it official. As of Aug. 15, 2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days will be lifted.
As always, the obligation does not apply to those with serious illness or health risks, as well as their caregivers.

BACA Teachers Wanted
If you are called to serve as a teacher who is passionate about
guiding young people through their academic and spiritual journey
the Bradford Area Christian Academy is looking for you! Please
apply online at: www.bacaacademy.com/openpositions

FAMILY LIFE

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments - Documentation for Safety:
Working alongside the Bishop, the Office for the Protection
of Children and Youth reinforces the ongoing implementation of policies and procedures that protect children. All
employees, volunteers and clergy in the Diocese of Erie
who work with children must undergo criminal record
checks. The diocesan Policy for the Protection of Children
and Youth screening guidelines and abuse prevention
training programs emphasize the importance of knowing
the employees and volunteers who have access to children
in our schools and parishes. Parents should remain vigilant
in insisting that those with access to their children have
gone through an application process and obtained the required clearances and trainings before being granted access to their children. Visit https://www.eriercd.org/
childprotection/ to see what documentation and training is
required for those who work with children and youth in our
parishes/schools/agencies.

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Last Thursday, July 29, was Earth Overshoot Day – the day
when we humans exhausted nature’s budget for 2021.
But… we’re still alive. Good. Want to personalize this idea
to your own home? Go to http://
www.footprintcalculator.org/ to calculate your ecological
footprint.

In today’s gospel Jesus tells us: “Do not work for what perishes.” Give your life to what endures such as the family
history you are creating, the love and mutual respect which
bonds you together, the memories you share and the forgiveness generously given. These are the true treasures
that are worth working and dying for.

The Kindergartener
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as
the children drew pictures. The teacher would occasionally
walk around and see each child’s artwork. As she approached one little girl who was working especially hard,
she asked what the drawing was.
The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!”
“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually knows
what God looks like.”
Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and said,
“well, they certainly will in a minute!”
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Questions and Answers on the U.S. Bishops’ Vote to Draft a
Document on the Meaning of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church

Since the conclusion of the Spring Plenary Assembly of the U.S. bishops last week, there has been much attention on the
vote taken to draft a document on the Eucharist. The question of whether or not to deny any individual or groups Holy Communion was not on the ballot. The vote by the bishops last week tasked the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee
on Doctrine to begin the drafting of a teaching document on the Eucharist.
The Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life. The importance of nurturing an ever deeper understanding of the
beauty and mystery of the Eucharist in our lives is not a new topic for the bishops. The document being drafted is not meant
to be disciplinary in nature, nor is it targeted at any one individual or class of persons. It will include a section on the Church’s
teaching on the responsibility of every Catholic, including bishops, to live in accordance with the truth, goodness and beauty
of the Eucharist we celebrate.
Below are a few commonly asked questions on the meeting and on this topic at issue.
Why are the bishops doing this now?
For some time now, a major concern of the bishops has been the declining belief and understanding of the Eucharist among
the Catholic faithful. This was a deep enough concern, that the theme of the bishops’ strategic plan for 2021-2024 is Created
Anew by the Body and Blood of Christ: Source of Our Healing and Hope. This important document on the Eucharist will serve
as a foundation for the multi-year Eucharistic Revival Project, a major national effort to reignite Eucharistic faith in our country.
It was clear from the intensity and passion expressed in the individual interventions made by the bishops during last week’s
meeting that each bishop deeply loves the Eucharist.
Did the bishops vote to ban politicians from receiving Holy Communion?
No, this was not up for vote or debate. The bishops made no decision about barring anyone from receiving Holy Communion.
Each Catholic - regardless of whether they hold public office or not - is called to continual conversion, and the U.S. bishops
have repeatedly emphasized the obligation of all Catholics to support human life and dignity and other fundamental principles
of Catholic moral and social teaching.
Are the bishops going to issue a national policy on withholding Communion from politicians?
No. There will be no national policy on withholding Communion from politicians. The intent is to present a clear understanding
of the Church’s teachings to bring heightened awareness among the faithful of how the Eucharist can transform our lives and
bring us closer to our creator and the life he wants for us.
Did the Vatican tell the bishops not to move forward on drafting the document?
No. The Holy See did encourage the bishops to engage in dialogue and broad consultation. Last week’s meeting was the first
part of that process. It is important to note that collaboration and consultation among the bishops will be key in the drafting of
this document.
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.
Bright Alternatives walk for Life will be held
Saturday, September 11, 2021 at Hamlin Lake
in Smethport. More information will be future
bulletins later. To make a pledge or to walk for
this very worthy cause call Joyce Geis at (814)
362-6117.

Get resources and suggestions for
your family at the Diocese of Erie’s
family website, www.ErieRCD.org/
fam.htm. At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!
PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES AUGUST 7 - 8

Monday, Aug 2
SB 8:00 am Jane Tominez (Charles & Rita Stark)
SF 9:00 am Kate Irons (Family)
Tuesday, Aug 3
SF 9:00 am Bob & Kristin McCann (Family)
Wednesday, Aug 4
SB 8:00 am Mr. & Mrs. James Pedine (Joanne Himes)
Thursday, Aug 5
SB 8:00 am Stephan Piganelli (Family)
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
Aug 6
SB 8:00 am Sylvia Vigliotti (Jim & Toni Bloomquist)
Saturday, Aug 7
SF 9:00 am Kevin Yerdon (Pehonsky Family)
SB 5:15 pm Harry Schreiber (a) (Fr. Steve, Diane & Mike)
Sunday, Aug 8
SF 8:00 am Deceased Members of Classes of 1973 &
1976 (Marty & Kris Sapko)
SB 10:00 am Zurat Family (Family)
OM 11:30 am Kenneth & Gertrude “Trudie” Luke (Jessie
Hervatin & Laura Lechien)
(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)
GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
Aug 2 - 6 TEAM 2:
D. Jadlowiec / V. Comilla
D. & L. Williams / K. Smeal
Please thank these volunteers, when you see
them, for their years of service!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 1, 2021

Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54 [24b]/
Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35
Monday: Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [2a]/
Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7,12-13 [cf.
3a]/Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/Ps 106:6
-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Mt 15:21-28
Thursday: Nm 20:1-13/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7,
8-9 [8]/Mt 16:13-23
Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6,
9 [1a and 9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10
Saturday: Dn 6:4-13/Ps 18: 28, 3-4, 47 and 51/
Mk 17:14-20
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [9a]/
Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Stephanie Frederick
EM: Peggy Johnson
Servers: Andrew Kane/Volunteer
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: Candy Tingley
EM: Joan Yohe
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Andy Kearns
EM: Pat Pascarella
Servers: Daniel Marasco/Volunteer
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: No visits until further notice
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Aug 1 - Rev. James G. Gutting
Mon, Aug 2 - Rev. Msgr. Henry L Krebs
Tues, Aug 3 - Rev. Alexander D. Amico
Wed, Aug 4 - Rev. John P. Malthaner, V.F.
Thurs, Aug 5 - Rev. Brian E. Vossler
Fri, Aug 6 - Rev. William R. Barron
Sat, Aug 7 - Rev. D.G. (Skip) Davis

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Paisley
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul & Marianne Curcio, Charlotte
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson
Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat
Girard, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, Craig
Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James
Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Shirley
Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk, Jude Luke,
Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe
Monago, Lou Monti, Christy Moyer, Mary O’Connell, Dom
Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs,
Hailey Smith, Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford,
Christine Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid-19
May they be strengthened by the healing
presence of God’s Spirit.

