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I would like to share with you one of my favorite songs sung by Bette Midler. It is a song that presents a challenge to each of us. It is much easier to love from a distance and see things from a distance, than to live the
nitty, gritty day by day existence. But that is the challenge that our faith demands and expects.
Saint Paul said it well so many centuries before the song was published. He understood human nature and
so challenged us by saying: “ I urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received, with all the
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through love, striving to preserve the unity through the bond
of peace.”
Saint Paul hit the mark. He reminds us that we have to get along with one another, to learn to respect one another, and to
learn to agree to disagree. From the beginning of time, humankind has struggled with the idea of listening to God and seeing
one another as brother and sister.
These are the word to Bette Midler’s song entitled “From a Distance.” They give us much to reflect and meditate upon. The
song does it in a non-threatening way, but gets it point across.
From a Distance (by Julie Gold – sung by Bette Midler)
From a distance
The world looks blue and green
And the snowcapped mountains white
From a distance
The ocean meets the stream
And the eagle takes to flight
From a distance
There is harmony
And it echoes through the land
It's the voice of hope
It's the voice of peace
It's the voice of every man

From a distance
We all have enough
And no one is in need

God is watching us
God is watching us
God is watching us
From a distance

From a distance
You look like my friend
Even though we are at war
From a distance
I just cannot comprehend
What all this fighting's for
From a distance
There is harmony
And it echoes through the land
And it's the hope of hopes
It's the love of loves
It's the heart of every man

And there are no guns,
No bombs, and no disease
No hungry mouths to feed

It's the hope of hopes
It's the love of loves
This is the song for every man

From a distance
We are instruments
Marching in a common band

God is watching us
God is watching us
God is watching us
From a distance

Playing songs of hope
Playing songs of peace
They are the songs of every man

Oh, God is watching us
God is watching
God is watching us
From a distance

WELCOME
Baptism - July 18, 2021
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COMMUNITY BLOOD BANK

The Blood Bank will be available
in the St. Bernard Gymnasium
Monday, July 26th
12:00 Noon until 5:00 pm

World Day for Grandparents
Pope Francis has established the World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly, to be held each year on the fourth Sunday of
July. This date was chosen because it is close to the feast day of
Ss. Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. In 2021, the
first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is Sunday, July
25. The pope said he decided to launch a World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly because “the Holy Spirit even today stirs
up thoughts and words of wisdom in the elderly.”
Pope Francis has lamented that “grandparents are often forgotten,” and said that after a very difficult year, especially for elderly
people, he wanted to offer them a day of encouragement, solidarity, and consolation.
Pope Francis has emphasized that World Day of Grandparents
and the Elderly should mostly be about personal and direct connections, rather than large impersonal events. To encourage that,
the Vatican has even declared a plenary indulgence for the day,
“to the faithful who devote adequate time to actually or virtually
visiting their elderly brothers and sisters in need or in difficulty.”

To St. Francis Parisioners:
Beginning with your August/September envelopes,
you will notice a change. In order to centralize the
purchase of envelopes and take advantage of a
great promotion, we have contracted with Our
Sunday Visitor to provide our offertory envelopes.
The weekly envelope will look like this:

CATHOLIC CHARITIES DIAPER DRIVE
This year, Catholic Charities
Counseling and Adoption Services is having a “25th Annual
diaper Drive Do-Over”. Last
year was a difficult year for everyone and it would have
been our 25th Annual Diaper Drive.
Pregnancy and Parenting Support
Program, staffed by CCCAS, helps
expecting families with newborn infants and parents of children under 1
year of age. We are a United Way member agency that
provides assistance to individuals of all faiths in the form of
free diapers, infant clothing and hygiene products. Our ability to provide
these items is largely determined by
donations either material or monetary. Monetary donations should be
made payable to Catholic Charities
For the entire month of July the agency is collecting: disposable diapers, gently used and new infant clothing up to
size 24 months, baby shampoo/wash, diaper ointment and
wipes. Please drop your items off
by July 30th at the Catholic Community Parish Office during working hours.
Sunday, July 25th is “DIAPER SUNDAY”

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,745
July 18 ..……. $ 5,086
2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 35,370
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,952
July 18 .….….$ 2,417
2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$17,815
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

Special collection envelopes will be in different colors to help differentiate them from St. Bernard’s. If
you have any questions or need to change any
mailing information please call the parish office.

MARSHALL INSURANCE SERVICES
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!
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VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE DURING
YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

Anyone in 4th grade and up interested in
becoming an Altar Server, please call the
parish office at 814-362-6825. Classes
to be announced.
To our present Altar Servers: Please let
us know if you are interested in continuing as a altar server. Also, please let
know if you are no longer available.

Parenting Pointers
“Brothers and sisters…live…with all humility, gentleness,
and patience.” (Ephesians 4:2) Which of these qualities is
strongest or weakest in your family? Ask anyone old
enough to choose one of these to work on today.

FAMILY LIFE
In today’s gospel Phillip worried about “enough food” for the
crowd. What is ENOUGH? When does our ENOUGH deprive another family of their fair share? Jesus performed
today’s miracle because one child was willing to share and
risk living with less. Can your family live more simply so that
other families can simply live?
MARRIAGE MOMENTS
“Love is work. It's good work, if you can get it. But it's work,
nevertheless.'' (Benjamin Cheever) What’s the first work
project that you and your spouse took on together – painting a room, washing the car, repairing a window, learning
better communication skills?

The virtual pilgrimage to the seven churches named for St.
Joseph in the Diocese of Erie was initiated to celebrate the
Year of St. Joseph, announced by Pope Francis, that will
conclude on Dec. 8. The fourth stop in the pilgrimage is on
July 18th at St. Joseph Parish in Force. A pre-recorded
Mass with Father Mark Mastrian, pastor, will be available
through a link on the parish website at
www.stjosephforce.org. A September date is being selected for the fifth stop in the pilgrimage at St. Joseph Church
in Lucinda. Father Michael Polinek will offer the Mass.

A Family Perspective
In today’s gospel “the apostles gathered around and told
Jesus all they had done.” Listening allows the other person
to express, understand and appreciate their experiences.
Whether it is the excited chatter of young child or the repetitious stories of an aging grandparent, listening is important.
It is not just time well spent, it is sacred time.

The Kindergartener
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as
the children drew pictures. The teacher would occasionally
walk around and see each child’s artwork. As she approached one little girl who was working especially hard,
she asked what the drawing was.
The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!”
“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually knows
what God looks like.”
Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and said,
“well, they certainly will in a minute!”
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AN EXCERPT FROM THE BISHOP’S LETTER
(A copy of the entire letter is available at the parish office)

July 15, 2021
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
As you have heard, the Catholic bishops of Pennsylvania have issued statements indicating that the dispensation from the
obligation to attend Mass, which went into effect in March 2020 — just as the pandemic began significantly impacting all facets
of life in the United States — will soon be lifted. I am reinstating the obligation to attend Mass in person on Sundays and holy
days in the Diocese of Erie beginning on Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
As always, the obligation does not apply to those with serious illness or health risks, as well as their caregivers. I am deeply
grateful to the clergy in our diocese who did everything they could to respond to the challenges.
I also want to extend my thanks to each of you. People in every stage of life were faced with significant sacrifices — from children attending school remotely and adults navigating unexpected challenges, to young adults rethinking social interactions
and postponing important plans. All the while, our elderly parishioners faced a time of deep isolation. My heart is especially
with those of you whose livelihoods were disrupted and those of you who lost loved ones due to the pandemic. I know your
pain was increased as a result of the many restrictions we had to endure.
St. Paul tells us we are to rejoice in the Lord always. While I will not minimize the pain and difficulties we have faced — and
will continue to face in new ways — I encourage you to reflect on what he says in his letter to the Philippians 4:4-7:
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of
God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
Many of you have begun returning to Sunday Mass, and I am hearing from pastors that there is a sense of renewal and of
deepened appreciation for the Eucharist and for our parish communities. It is my hope and my prayer we all will continue to
grow in our faith and live in the peace God promises.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, pray for us.
St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie, pray for us.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+Lawrence T. Persico
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL
Bishop of Erie

As you know, due to the recent storms we have had several
trees come down in the cemetery and doing extensive damage. I want to take this opportunity to thank our parishioner,
John Vinelli and his 6V crew for clearing the cemetery of the
downed trees as quickly as possible. There are still some trees that should be taken down to avert future damage. Of course,
there is a hefty cost ($10,000 to $20,000) to having the work done and we have already depleted the small reserve that we
had. We are also in dire need of road work throughout the cemetery. So, I am asking you, the parishioners, to help take care
of the cemetery. I would greatly appreciate any donations to the cemetery to help us make it safer for our families, and to
rebuild the reserve. Please may your check out to SB Cemetery and put in an envelope to mail or drop in the Mass collection.
Thank you and God bless. Fr. Ray
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CALLED TO LOVE AND SERVE
OUR NEIGHBOR

“Christ has no body now, but yours. No
hands, no feet on earth, but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which Christ
looks compassion into the world.
Yours are the feet with which Christ
walks to do good.
Yours are the hands with which Christ
blesses the world.
~ St. Teresa of Avila
Get resources and suggestions for
your family at the Diocese of Erie’s
family website, www.ErieRCD.org/
fam.htm. At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!
PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES JULY 31 - AUGUST 1

Monday, July 26
SB 8:00 am F. Thomas Barry (BCC Class of 63)
SF 9:00 am Kristy Van Orden (Family)
Tuesday, July 27
SF 9:00 am Deceased Priests
Wednesday, July 28
SB 8:00 am Jennie Johnson (Mike Kemick)
Thursday, July 29
SB 8:00 am Mary Ann Maduri (Bill Peckham)
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
July 30
SB 8:00 am James Auteri (Quenton & Julie DeGolier)
Saturday, July 31
SF 9:00 pm William Heether (Pehonsky Family)
SB 5:15 pm John & Mary Piganelli (Family)
Sunday, Aug 1
SF 8:00 am George Kriz (Elnora Morgan & Family)
SB 10:00 am Christine Fire (Catholic Women’s Group)
OM 11:30 am Gerri & Pete O’Connell (Greg, Becky, Joe
& Brandon Henton)
(Weekly confessions: Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS

July 26 - July 30 TEAM 1:
L. Hogue / S. Carns
R. & J. Geis / S. Brochetti
Please thank these volunteers, when you see
them, for their years of service!

Readings for the week of July 25, 2021

Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18
[cf.16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 231a]/
Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11,
12-13 [8a]/Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9
[cf. 9c]/Mt 13:44-46
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3, 4,
5-6a and 8a, 11 [2]/Jn 11:19-27 or
Lk 10:38-42
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Ps 81:3-4, 5-6,
10-11ab [2a]/Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 [4]/Mt 14:1-12
Next Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54
[24b]/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Bill Douglass
EM: Tammy Black
Servers: Laryssa Webster/Volunteer
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: Craig Cuthbertson
EM: Suzie Sperry
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Patti Kane
EM: Beth Mongillo
Servers: Owen Manion/Eliana Kane
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Linda Cox
EM: Carol Vinca
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: No visits until further notice
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, July 25 - Rev. Johnathan P. Schmolt
Mon, July 26 - Rev. Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie
Tues, July 27 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio
Wed, July 28 - Rev. George E. Strohmeyer
Thurs, July 29 - Rev. Msgr. John W. Swoger
Fri, July 30 - Rev. Howard J. King
Sat, July 31 - PRAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Paisley
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson,
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman,
Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat Girard,
Nancy Gordon, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry,
Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler,
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi,
Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk, Jude Luke,
Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe
Monago, Lou Monti, Christy Moyer, Mary O’Connell, Dom
Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs,
Hailey Smith, Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford,
Christine Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid-19
May they be strengthened by the healing
presence of God’s Spirit.

