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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

Once again our great nation will celebrate the Fourth of July or the American Declaration of Independence.  
Throughout its history there have been many flaws and it is still not a perfect nation.  But in times of trouble, it 
has always risen above those flaws to reflect the greatness of the nation. 
 

Our founding fathers sought to have a nation built upon the equality of the individual.  They remembered that 
their ancestors came over from Europe to escape oppression and to search for religious freedom. Down 
through the centuries men and women have continued to come seeking that freedom.  At times they were 
warmly accepted and other times not.  But it did not deter them from seeking the dream of freedom and a bet-
ter life.  We have to remember that if we trace our individual family history, we will find that we too came from 
immigrants. 
 

The Statue of Liberty was placed in the New York Harbor as an inspiration to immigrants, welcoming them to 
our great nation.  It was dedicated in 1886 and has become an icon of freedom and of the United States.  Em-
ma Lazarus penned The New Colossus in 1883 to raise money for the construction of a pedestal for the Stat-
ue of Liberty.  In 1903 the sonnet was cast onto a plaque and mounted inside the pedestal’s lower level.  It 
reads:     “Give me your tired, your poor, 

  Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
  The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  
  Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, 
   I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 
 

Another poem we should remember especially on Independence Day  
is the hymn America the Beautiful: 
 

  “O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,  
  For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain 
  America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
  And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 
 

  O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern impassioned stress 
  A thoroughfare of freedom beat across the wilderness! 
  America!  America! God mend thine every flaw, 
  Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.” 
 

Happy Fourth of July to all of you and may God continue to bless our  
     great nation!    

 

     God Bless,   Fr. Ray 
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SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN 
Your bulletin is paid for by our advertisers on the back 
page.  Please consider purchasing an ad through LPi for 
you business.  Contact Servaas Verbiest at  
sverbiest@4LPi.com or 1-800-477-4574 x6630 for more 
information. 

 

J.A. LUCIANO & SONS 
BUILDERS 

 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,627 
       June 27  ..…….....….$ 4,920 

 

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 32,809 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 2,892 
       June 27  .….………..$ 1,928 

 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$16,870 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

FAMILY LIFE 
Today’s gospel is so familiar, it hurts!  The home town folks 

couldn’t accept the presence of God in Jesus. After all, they 

had watched him grow up. We can easily make the same 

mistake if we don’t see God present in the ordinary mem-

bers of our family.  “The Lord be with you” is a statement of 

fact. Believe it.  

DIOCESE WILL RECOGNIZE WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARIES 

The 2021 Diocesan Anniversary Celebration Liturgies for 

couples celebrating 25, 50, 60, or more years of marriage 

will be held at two locations in the diocese:  Sunday, August 

1, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at Immaculate Conception in Clarion 

and Sunday, August 8, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Jude in Erie. To 

register, please go online to  https://www.eriercd.org/

familylifeoffice/anniv.html  or contact your parish office or 

the Family Life Office at (814) 824-1261.  

Parish Office Hours 
Our normal hours are Monday through Friday  

from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Stop by we’d love to see you! 

The parish office will be closed on 

Monday, July 5th in  

observance of Independence Day. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES DIAPER DRIVE 

This year, Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoption Ser-

vices is having a “25th Annual diaper Drive Do-Over”.  Last 

year was a difficult year for everyone and it would have 

been our 25th Annual Diaper Drive. 

Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program, staffed by 

CCCAS, helps expecting families with newborn infants and 

parents of children under 1 year of age.  We are a United 

Way member agency that provides assistance to individu-

als of all faiths in the form of free diapers, infant clothing 

and hygiene products.  Our ability to provide these items is 

largely determined by donations either material or mone-

tary. 

For the entire month of July  the agency is collecting: dis-

posable diapers, gently used and new infant clothing up to 

size 24 months, baby shampoo/wash, diaper ointment and 

wipes. Please drop your items off at the Catholic Communi-

ty Parish Office during working hours. 

DIOCESAN SPECIAL COLLECTION  
Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collec-

tion that supports the work of the Universal Church, includ-

ing the work of the Holy See and the charitable works of 

Pope Francis. Take this opportunity to join with Pope Fran-

cis and be a sign of mercy to our suffering brothers and 

sisters. Please be generous today. For more information, 

visit http://www/peterspence.va/en.html.  

ST. BERNARD’S DIVINE MERCY CHAPEL 
The Divine Mercy Chapel at St. Bernard is now open for 
daily masses on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day at 8 am. Come, enjoy the air conditioned comfort. 

MEA CULPA 
We are so sorry for the mis-
take in the bulletin last week 
regarding the Tuesday, June 
28th mass.  Wendy & Lisa 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html


New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 

is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-

focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 

The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 

small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 

couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 

grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 

with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 

Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 

dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 

benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://

www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 
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ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Anyone in 4th grade and up interested in 
becoming an Altar Server, please call the 
parish office at 814-362-6825. Classes 
to be announced. 
 
To our present Altar Servers: Please let 
us know if you are interested in continu-
ing as a altar server. Also, please let  
know if you are no longer available. 

VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE DURING 

YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 

The virtual pilgrimage to the seven churches named for St. 

Joseph in the Diocese of Erie was initiated to celebrate the 

Year of St. Joseph, announced by Pope Francis, that will 

conclude on Dec. 8. Please mark your calendars for the 

fourth stop in the pilgrimage at St. Joseph Church in Force 

on Sunday, July 18.  Father Mark Mastrian, pastor, will of-

fer the Mass.  

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY REFLECTION 
Today throughout the United States, we celebrate our free-

dom. Our rights are protected and opportunities abound. 

We recognize that freedom has a cost, one we celebrate 

and honor on days such as this. It's good to honor those 

who fight for our country, who may well pay the ultimate 

price for the liberties we're afforded. As faithful Catholics, 

we recognize that there is more to freedom than simply 

being at liberty to make our lives what we want them to be. 

St. John Paul II reminds us: "Freedom is not just doing 

what we can, it is doing what we ought." We become freer 

within ourselves and within our relationships when we 

choose what is right and good. When we choose sin, we 

become trapped in egoism - less free, not more. This Inde-

pendence Day, let's continue to pursue virtue and good 

character and encourage others to do this same. 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 
To have, to hold, to honor is this year’s theme for National 
Natural Family Planning Awareness Week. Join other fami-
lies in celebrating God’s vision for married love on Sunday, 
July 25th at the 10:30  am Mass at St. Jude Parish with 
Bishop Persico.  Following Mass, all are invited to a picnic 
at the Pine Tree Pavilion by Beach 9 at Presque Isle. Indi-
vidually packaged drinks and dessert will be provided, and 
everyone is invited to bring a picnic lunch.  More infor-
mation at www.eriercd.or/awareness-mass.htm. 
 

Looking for family planning that respects your faith, your 
marriage, your body and that is effective?  Couples from 
around the diocese are learning about a way of life that 
helps them work with God to grow their families or space 
children.  Find resources using NFP at www.eriecd.org/
chastity.htm or contact the Diocesan Natural Family Plan-
ning Coordinator , Cathy, at 814-512-0818. 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
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THE AMERICAN BALD EAGLE:  A NATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS SYMBOL 

As our great nation celebrates its independence, along with 

the fireworks, music and the Stars and Stripes, one of the 

best known symbols to be shown and celebrated is the bald 

eagle, our national bird. It appears on the seal of our presi-

dent, on billions of dollar bills and on most official docu-

ments. 
 

In our country’s history, the first use of the bald eagle was 

on the one-cent coin issued by the state of Massachusetts 

in 1776. Soon after that, it appeared on a number of the 

coins of the young republic, and it is still there. 
 

The bald eagle is of particular importance because of all the breeds of eagle, it is the only one that is 

indigenous to the North America. In 1782, the eagle appeared on the “Great Seal” of the United States. 

Seven years later, in 1789, Congress voted it our symbol of the nation. 
 

The eagle is steeped in religious tradition as well. In Christian art, the eagle often represents the resur-

rection of Christ because the sight of an eagle rising in flight is a powerful one. It is the artistic symbol of 

the Gospel of St. John, perhaps because that text is lofty in it theological perspective, and it is one of 

the four animal symbols seen by the prophet Ezekiel in Ezekiel 1:10. 
 

In the book of the prophet Isaiah, we read, “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

FOURTH OF JULY: WHAT IS PATRIOTISM? 

Patriotism is generally understood as a virtue, as a particu-

lar expression of piety, which stems from the cardinal virtue 

of justice. The word  patriotism  comes from the Latin  patria,  

which means  father.  Patriotism, then, is a love of one's fa-

therland, and the fellow children of that land. That last point 

is important. Patriotism is meaningless unless it is directed 

primarily toward persons. For this reason, patriotism is con-

nected to love of neighbor, and even more particularly, to 

love of one's family. July Fourth is a perfect opportunity to teach our children about patriotism, authentic 

patriotism as a Catholic virtue.  
 

This holiday gives us time to thank God for the birth of our nation, and give thanks for the gift of life and 

petition God to preserve our country and rid it of its evils. 
 

 On this Independence Day I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed 
for my freedom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me 
not take my freedom, both physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always 
remember that my freedom was purchased with a very high price. My free-
dom cost others their very lives. Lord, today, bless those who have served 
and continue to give their lives for my freedom. With favor and bounty meet 
their needs and watch over their families. Help me to live my life in a way 
that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a blessing in someone 
else's life today, and grant me the opportunity to lead others into the free-
dom that can be found in knowing Christ.   Amen  



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

St. Francis/OMPH candles are $3 each. Please 

use only 1 envelope - you can write multiple 

names on it anywhere. St. Bernard candles are 

$3 for the large one and 50 cents for the smaller 

one. Put money in canister near candles. 

Get resources and suggestions for 
your family at the Diocese of Erie’s 
family website, www.ErieRCD.org/
fam.htm.  At the Diocese of Erie, fami-
lies always matter! Go Families!  

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 



Readings for the week of July 4, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-10/
 Mk 6:1-6a  
Monday:  Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab [cf. 2b]/
 Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday:  Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 
 8b and 15 [15a]/Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday:  Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/
 Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday:  Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17,  
 18-19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday:   Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 
 [39a]/Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday:  Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 
 [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday:  Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/
 Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Paisley 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa 
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, 
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, 
Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat Girard,  
Nancy Gordon, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, 
Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, 
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, 
Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, 
Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe 
Monago, Lou Monti, Christy Moyer, Mary O’Connell, Dom 
Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, 
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, 
Hailey Smith,  Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew 
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, 
Christine Yeager, Lisa Zurat & those affected by Covid-19 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing  
presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, July 5  

   SB 8:00 am  In Honor of Jude Luke (Tom & Mary  
   O’Connell) 
   SF 9:00 am    Paul Jurenko (Fran Nickel) 
Tuesday, July 6 
   SF 9:00 am      Theresa Organski (Mr. & Mrs. Recny) 
Wednesday, July 7 
   SB 8:00 am    Richard Shaw (Family) 
Thursday, July 8 
   SB 8:00 am   Fred & Agnes Bouquin (Fred & Debbie  
   Bouquin) 
   SF 9:00 am    Parishioners   

July 9 
   SB 8:00 am   Norm & Angeline Strotman (Family) 
Saturday, July 10 
   SF 9:00 pm    Barbara Haff (Family) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Mary Lou Cauley (Family) 
Sunday, July 11 
   SF 8:00 am    Al & Leona Fisher (Patti Fisher)  
   SB 10:00 am  Michael Walter (Norma Alviti) 

    OM 11:30 am Louise & Edward Dudick (Nellie Vecellio) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES JULY 10 - 11 

 

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer 
EM:  Dick Williams 
Servers: Laryssa Webster/Volunteer 

Sunday:    SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 
EM:  Suzie Sperry 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Pat Pascarella 
Servers: Daniel Marasco/Erica Marshall 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, July 4 - Have a Safe and Happy July 4th!  
Mon, July 5 - Rev. Paul S. Siebert  
Tues, July 6 - Rev. Marc A. Stockton  
Wed, July 7 -  Rev. Jerry S. Priscaro  
Thurs, July 8 -  Rev. John E. Santor  
Fri, July 9 - Rev. Rocco A. Tito  
Sat, July 10 - Rev. Thomas J. Whitman  GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

July 5 - July 9   TEAM 2:  
D. Jadlowiec / V. Comilla 

D. & L. Williams / K. Smeal  


