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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

As a nation, we celebrate this day as Father’s Day and usually, as Church we would celebrate this day 

as the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time. But this year is different. Pope Francis has declared that this 

Church year be dedicated to Saint Joseph. Bishop Persico has designated this Sunday to honor Saint 

Joseph with a Mass that includes special readings for the day. 

It seems fitting that Bishop Persico chose this Sunday to celebrate the importance of Saint Joseph. 

Saint Joseph remains silent, for the most part, in the Scriptures, but his silence speaks louder than any 

words that he could have spoken. He stands as a model for the Church and a model for all fathers. 

Like the Blessed Virgin, he is a man of faith and, like the Blessed Virgin, he responded in faith to the angel’s request. At that 

point he became the foster father to Jesus. He was a good father passing on to Jesus not only a trade as a carpenter, but 

more especially, faith in God - the Jewish faith. We don’t know when Joseph died or how, as his name is not mentioned in the 

gospels as Jesus began His public ministry. 

Throughout his married life, he protected Mary and the child. Beginning with the engagement period, he wanted to protect 

Mary from the public, when she was found to be pregnant. It continued on their journey to Bethlehem, their flight into Egypt, 

and their return to Nazareth.  

Saint Joseph is that perfect example of what it means to be in the role of fatherhood. He cared for Jesus as if He was his own. 

He gave Him a foundation in what it means to be a man, taught Him a trade, and most of all loved Him and Mary dearly. 

Now I would like to share with you the year of Saint Joseph Prayer: 

To you O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the help of your 

most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through 

the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to 

regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by His Blood, and with your power 

and strength to aid us in our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O 

most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our 

most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power 

of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church 

from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your con-

stant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live 

piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

God Bless,   Fr. Ray 
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⬧Visit www.osvhub.com/stbernardcatholic  St. Bernard’s 
NEW web site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin 
contributing to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Your offering goes direct-
ly into St. Bernard’s checking account. Making changes 
is easy! You can even generate a tax report at year end.  
Visit the website today! 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,627 
       June 13  ..…….....….$ 4,804 

 

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 32,230 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 2,892 
       June 13  .….………..$ 2,322 

 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$16,845 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

https://www.osvhub.com/stbernardcatholic


UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: TBA  
Rosary Altar: TBA  
K of C #403 : Tuesday, July 13th @ 7 pm - SB Office 
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SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN 
Your bulletin is paid for by our advertisers on the back 
page.  Please consider purchasing an ad through LPi for 
you business.  Contact Servaas Verbiest at  
sverbiest@4LPi.com or 1-800-477-4574 x6630 for more 
information. 

 

HOLLENBECK-CAHILL  
FUNERAL HOME 

 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

FAMILY LIFE 
Following the will of God is not always the most popular 

thing to do according to some peers. Even parents face this 

fact from time to time. What is popular is not always what is 

right; and what is right, is not always popular. Elizabeth and 

Zechariah got it ‘right’, despite the pressure of neighbors. 

Do we?   

DIOCESE WILL RECOGNIZE WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Couples celebrating their 25th, 50th or 60th or more wedding 

anniversaries are invited to attend the annual Diocesan An-

niversary Celebration Liturgies on Sunday, August 1, 2021 

at 2:00 p.m. at Immaculate Conception in Clarion and Sun-

day, August 8, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Jude in Erie.  Both litur-

gies will begin at 2:00 p.m. To register for either event or to 

receive a scroll by mail, please visit https://www.eriercd.org/

familylifeoffice/anniv.html or contact your parish office or the 

Family Life Office at (814) 824-1261.  

Parish Office Hours 
Our normal hours are Monday through Friday  

from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Stop by we’d love to see you! 

 

DIOCESAN SPECIAL COLLECTION  
Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, 

which unites us and Catholics around the world more 

closely with the Holy Father in two ways: it supports the 

structures of the Holy See through which the Pope governs 

the Church as well as his charitable efforts to assist victims 

of war, oppression, natural disasters, and others most in 

need. Please be generous. For more information, visit 

http://www/peterspence.va/en.html.  

Blessing of Fathers 
 

God and Father of all creation, 

we come before you today with humble hearts. You 

are our model of a loving father. When we fail and 

fall short of your expectations, you are always 

there at the end of the day with open arms, ready 

to heal the cuts and scrapes of the day and to en-

courage us to try again and not to give up. 
 

We hold up these men in our midst who act in the 

world as fathers to their children or models of fa-

thers for others. 
 

Bless them in their moments of doubt and frustra-

tion with their children. Give them warm and open 

hearts to forgive failures. Provide them with the 

words needed for encouragement and persever-

ance. We ask all this in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html


New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 

is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-

focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 

The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 

small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 

couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 

grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 

with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 

Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 

dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 

benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://

www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 
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SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMINDER 

Bishop Persico continues to dispense the faithful from the 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days. Also, 
everyone is reminded that if they are not well or are high-
risk or have contact with someone who is high-risk for 
COVID, they are not obligated to attend, and it may be saf-
er to stay home. Those unable to attend Mass in person 
are warmly encouraged to visit www.ErieRCD.org to find a 
list of Masses that are livestreamed by parishes in the dio-
cese. 
You may want to choose a week-day mass to attend 
and treat as a Sunday mass.  There is plenty of room 
for social distancing in the churches during the week.  

VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE DURING 

YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 

 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

June 20 is Father’s Day in the USA. Wives, your husband is 

not your father, but your father probably set a tone for how 

you regard men. If it was a healthy model, thank your fa-

ther. If it wasn’t, don’t live in the past, change it.  

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Anyone in 4th grade and up interested in 
becoming an Altar Server, please call the 
parish office at 814-362-6825. Classes 
to be announced. 
 
To our present Altar Servers: Please let 
us know if you are interested in continu-
ing as a altar server. Also, please let  
know if you are no longer available. 

BRADFORD AREA  

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
 

BACA was established in 1983 to partner with families in 

their God-given responsibility to train the next generation of 

Christian leaders for a lifetime of service and devotion to 

their Savior, homes, churches, vocations, and communities. 

Are you enthusiastic and passionate about helping young 

learners throughout their academic and spiritual journeys?  

If you are called to serve as a teacher that support and pur-

sues this mission, we encourage you to apply online at 

www.bacaacademy.com/openpositions.  Specifically, we 

are looking for 3rd/4th grade and 5th/6th grade teachers for 

a start date in August 2021. 

The virtual pilgrimage to the seven churches named for St. 

Joseph in the Diocese of Erie continues June 20 at St. Jo-

seph Parish in Sharon. A pre-recorded Mass with Father 

Tom Whitman, pastor, will be available at http://

www.stjosephs-sharon.org/. The pilgrimage was initiated to 

celebrate the Year of St. Joseph, announced by Pope 

Francis, that will conclude on Dec. 8. Please mark your 

calendars for the fourth stop in the pilgrimage at St. Joseph 

Church in Force on Sunday, July 18.  Father Mark Mastri-

an, pastor, will offer the Mass.  

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
http://www.ErieRCD.org
http://www.stjosephs-sharon.org/
http://www.stjosephs-sharon.org/


 JUNE 20, 2021 

Bishop Lawrence Persico has asked that on June 20, 2021, all parishes of 
the Diocese of Erie observe the Year in Honor of St. Joseph by celebrating 
a Diocesan Day in Honor of St. Joseph with special readings and music.  

Diocesan Day in Honor of St. Joseph  

Dear Saint Joseph, Ever be our father, protector and guide. Obtain for us purity of 
heart. May all our actions be directed to the greater glory of God, in union with the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and your own paternal heart. Finally, pray for us that 
we may share in the peace and joy of a holy death and be found ready to dwell in the 
glory of your Son. For He lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.  



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

St. Francis/OMPH candles are $3 each. Please 

use only 1 envelope - you can write multiple 

names on it anywhere. St. Bernard candles are 

$3 for the large one and 50 cents for the smaller 

one. Put money in canister near candles. 

Get resources and suggestions for your family at 
the Diocese of Erie’s family website, 
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  At the Diocese of 
Erie, families always matter! Go Families!  

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

Parenting Pointers 
“Fathers, do not provoke your children, or they may lose 

heart.” (Colossians 3:21) It’s not easy being a father, trying 

to straddle that delicate balance between firmness and 

compassion. How did your own father do it? Well or imper-

fectly? I know you’re trying. Keep it up.  



Readings for the week of June 20, 2021 

Sunday:  Jb 38:1, 8-11/ Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-
 31 [1b]/2 Cor 5:14-17/Mk 4:35-41 
Monday:  Gn 12:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and  
 22 [12]/Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday:  Gn 13:2, 5-18/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab,5b]/Mt 7:6, 
 12-14 
Wednesday:  Gn 15:1-12, 17-18/Ps 105:1-2,  
 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14,    
 14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Friday:  Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [4]/ 
 Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday:  Gn 18:1-15/Lk 1:46-47, 48-49,  
 50 and 53, 54-55 [cf. 54b]/Mt 8:5-17 
Next Sunday:  Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 
 12, 13 [2a]/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15/Mk 5:21-43 or  
 5:21-24, 35b-43 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Paisley 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa 
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, 
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, 
Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat Girard,  
Nancy Gordon, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, 
Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, 
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, 
Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, 
Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe 
Monago, Lou Monti, Mary O’Connell, Dom Piganelli, John 
Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith,  
Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew Whelan, Beckett 
Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Christine Yeager, 
Lisa Zurat & Covid-19 patients 

 

May they be strengthened by the healing  
presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, June 21  

   SB 8:00 am  Stanley Folts (Family) 
   SF 9:00 am    John L Kozminski (Mike & Dawn Kozminski) 
Tuesday, June 22 - CHAPEL IS OPEN 
   SF 9:00 am      No  Mass 
Wednesday, June 23 - CHAPEL IS OPEN 
   SB 8:00 am    No Mass 

Thursday, June 24 - CHAPEL IS OPEN 
   SB 8:00 am   No Mass 
   SF 9:00 am    No Mass   

June 25 
   SB 8:00 am   Julie Rossman Harrison (John & Debbie  
   Place) 
Saturday, June 26 
   SF 9:00 pm    Bertha Starkweather (SF Rosary Altar) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Joseph Troutman Sr. (Larry Woods &   
   Family) 
Sunday, June 27 - OMPH Feast Day 
   SF 8:00 am    Michael F. Pecora (Ron & Kathy Symington)  
   SB 10:00 am  Frank J. Fire (Nancy Fire) 

    OM 11:30 am Living & Deceased Members OMPH  
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES JUNE 26 - 27 

 

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Peggy Johnson  
EM:  Kim VanHorn 
Servers: Cooper & Peyton Haight 

Sunday:    SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  George Macfarlane 
EM:  Suzie Sperry 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Greg Ulyan 
EM:  Beth Mongillo 
Servers: Timothy Mulcahy & Christian Peterson 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, June 20 - Rev. Mark J. Mastrian  
Mon, June 21 - Rev. Msgr. Richard G. Mayer  
Tues, June 22 - Pray for Vocations  
Wed, June 23 -  Very Rev. Ross R. Miceli, V. F.  
Thurs, June 24 -  Rev. William C. Miller  
Fri, June 25 - Pray for Consecrated Life  
Sat, June 26 - Rev. Mark A. Nowak 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

June 21 - June 25   TEAM 4:  
M. Black / B. Spadafore / A. Frombach 

G. Ulyan / R. Yeager / D. Zeher 


