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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

As we celebrate the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, I would like to raise with you an inter-

esting question.  What is your favorite food?  No matter who we are, we have some favorite food 

that we enjoy.  I want to suggest to you another favorite food that we as Catholics should enjoy – 

JESUS.   
  

Do we even think of the body and blood of Christ as “food”?  All of us want to eat food that pro-

motes our health and well-being. Jesus gave Himself as food for our spiritual well-being. From to-

day’s Gospel in Saint Mark we hear Jesus telling His disciples, who were present, and us, “’Take it; 

this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 

He said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many.’”  He wants us to 

eat; He invites us to eat and drink. 
  

One day, Jesus was talking with His fellow Jews and they said that the manna their ancestors ate in the desert was bread 

from heaven, provided by God.  Jesus told them that that was not the bread from heaven; that He was the true bread from 

heaven, as we hear in today’s Gospel acclamation from Saint John’s Gospel: “I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 
  

As we come up to receive Holy Communion, you and I must remember that we are not receiving merely a piece of bread; and, 

if we choose to receive from the chalice, we are not merely drinking some wine.  As we heard from today’s gospel - we are 

receiving JESUS.  It takes FAITH to see this; without faith, it is just bread and wine.  Let us again look at the words of Jesus: 

“Take it, this is my body and this is my blood.”  He did not say it could be, or it might be Jesus said: “This is my body; this is 

my blood.” 
  

Along with faith in receiving Christ’s body and blood, we must have reverence for it, for 

Jesus.  Coming forward for communion and returning to our pew, our focus must be on 

Jesus and Jesus alone, whom we have received.  We were taught that after receiving 

Holy Communion, we should spend time in reflection – in communion - with Jesus who 

we have just received.  A quiet and reverent reflection time either by sitting or kneeling is 

acceptable. 
  

The Church suggests that you receive both from the host and the chalice, but due to 

Covid restrictions, we are not using the chalice at this time. But even when you receive 

the Host alone; you are receiving the whole Jesus.  Every time that we come up to re-

ceive Holy Communion, we have something much better than “fan food” - we have JESUS and let us never forget it.  Jesus 

my Lord, my God, my All.       God Bless,   Fr. Ray 
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⬧Visit www.osvhub.com/stbernardcatholic  St. Bernard’s 
NEW web site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin 
contributing to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Your offering goes direct-
ly into St. Bernard’s checking account. Making changes 
is easy! You can even generate a tax report at year end.  
Visit the website today! 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,627 
           May 30 ..…….....….$ TBA 

 

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 28,628 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 2,892  
May 30  ……….…….$ TBA 

 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$15,250 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

https://www.osvhub.com/stbernardcatholic


UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: TBA  
Rosary Altar: Weds, June 9th @ 6 pm - Bradford Club   
K of C #403 : Tuesday, June 8th @ 7 pm - SB Office 
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SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN 
Your bulletin is paid for by our advertisers on the back 
page.  Please consider purchasing an ad through LPi for 
you business.  Contact Servaas Verbiest at  
sverbiest@4LPi.com or 1-800-477-4574 x6630 for more 
information. 

 

BRADFORD ECUMENICAL HOME, INC. 
 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

FAMILY LIFE 
One gets the impression there was always a lot of sharing, 

discussion and learning during the many meals Jesus and 

the disciples ate together. How does this compare to the 

meals in your home? Today’s gospel challenges us to make 

our meals more than physical functions and more a time for 

sharing. 

DIOCESE WILL RECOGNIZE WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARIES 

The 2021 Diocesan Anniversary Celebration liturgies for 

couples celebrating 25, 50, 60 or more years of marriage 

will be held at two locations in the diocese: Aug. 1 at Im-

maculate Conception Parish in Clarion, and Aug. 8 at St. 

Jude Parish in Erie. For more information and to register, go 

to www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html. Electronic 

registrations are highly encouraged, but a hard copy regis-

tration form is attached for those who are not able to regis-

ter online. Further questions may be directed to your parish 

or the Faith Formation Office at 814-824-1210. 

Destinations-Bradford has begun a 2021 Campaign, 

"Generous Acts" to help them provide for the needs of the 

underserved throughout the Bradford Area. If you are willing 

to help, we are holding a collection at the parish office 

throughout the month of May for hygiene supplies, i.e. 

bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste, dish soap, laundry deter-

gent, toilet paper, deodorant, etc.  Please no food items. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT: 

WWW.DESTINATIONSCOMMUNITYOUTREACHCENTER.ORG 
 

EXTENDED UNTIL JUNE 11, 2021 

DESTINATIONS-BRADFORD 
2021 CAMPAIGN Parish Office Hours 

Our normal hours are Monday through Friday  

from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Stop by we’d love to see you! 

ST. FRANCIS ROSARY ALTAR 
Our Installation Dinner will be held at the Bradford Club on  
Wednesday, June 9th at 6 pm. This will be our last meeting 
until fall. 

Prayer for Peace in the Holy Land 

God of our longing, remember those who wait and hope 

for peace. Hear our prayer and our lament for our broth-

ers and sisters in Israel and Palestine. With them, we 

share a common story, set in a common homeland. 
 

Make common also a will to forgive, to reconcile, to 

make a just peace for the sake of the ancestors, for the 

sake of the children. Open ears, eyes and hearts and 

make a way toward justice in our war-torn world.  
 

God all merciful, you dwell in all human hearts and the 

Holy Land is wherever you make your home. Heal these 

broken places where prophets preached, where Moses 

and Jesus and Muhammad kept faith with you.  
 

Be a sure support for those who work toward reconcilia-

tion and make us all, however far away, steadfast in their 

cause.  Amen 

http://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html


New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 

is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-

focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 

The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 

small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 

couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 

grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 

with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 

Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 

dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 

benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://

www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 
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SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMINDER 

Bishop Persico continues to dispense the faithful from the 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days. Also, 
everyone is reminded that if they are not well or are high-
risk or have contact with someone who is high-risk for 
COVID, they are not obligated to attend, and it may be saf-
er to stay home. Those unable to attend Mass in person 
are warmly encouraged to visit www.ErieRCD.org to find a 
list of Masses that are livestreamed by parishes in the dio-
cese. 
You may want to choose a week-day mass to attend 
and treat as a Sunday mass.  There is plenty of room 
for social distancing in the churches during the week.  

Pope Francis has proclaimed a Year of St. Joseph in cele-

bration of the 150th anniversary of the declaration of St. Jo-

seph as patron of the Universal Church. In order to mark 

this event, the Diocese of Erie is hosting a virtual pilgrimage 

featuring livestreamed Masses from each of the seven 

churches in the diocese named for St. Joseph. Stay tuned 

for details on the June 20 pilgrimage stop at St. Joseph Par-

ish, Sharon. Watch for details about the rest of the events 

scheduled in the coming months. 

VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE DURING 

YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

What can a tree teach you about marriage? “It shall put 
forth branches and bear fruit.” (Ezekiel 17:23) Some trees 
grow naturally. Some need pruning to become their best 
selves. Can you spend some time together today enjoying 
and learning from a tree?  

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments  

Teach your child to protect him/herself at home: We 

consider our homes to be safe places for our children but, 

being home alone can pose risks for children. Here are a 

few tips to teach kids that will help keep them safe when 

you are not with them at home: Teach children to never 

answer the door if home alone. Don’t tell anyone, on the 

phone, on social media or while gaming, that your parents 

are not home. Do not allow friends into the home without 

the permission of a parent or babysitter. Check in with Mom 

or Dad at set times during the day. Parents should rein-

force the rules each time they leave a child home 

alone.  For additional parent resources visit https://

www.eriercd.org/childprotection/.  

MAY YOUR JOY BE COMPLETE 
Joy is essential to spiritual life.  Whatever we may think or 

say about God, when we are not joyful, our thoughts and 

words cannot bear fruit. Jesus reveals to us God’s love so 

that His joy may become ours and that our joy may become 

complete. Joy is the experience of knowing that you are un-

conditionally loved and that nothing - sickness, failure, emo-

tional distress, oppression, war, or even death - can take 

that love away. Joy does not simply happen to us.  We have 

to choose joy and keep choosing it every day.  It is a choice 

based on the knowledge that we belong to God and found in 

God our refuge and our safety and that nothing, not even 

death, can take God away from us. ~ Henri J. M. Nouwen 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
http://www.ErieRCD.org
https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/
https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/
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Please pray for the confirmand is who receive the  

Sacrament of Confirmation  

on Saturday, June 5, 2021 

 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Brook Nicole McClain   Vy Quynh Dao-Nguyen 

Olivia Ann Angell       

Breanna Louise Bernhard 

Mary Jane Bukowski        

Hannah Louise Butter 

Sailor Baileigh Campbell     

Ryley Duvall Cleveland 

Micheal Anthony Gow          

Andrew Scott Kane 

Jessie Kathryn Kerr  

Kara Danielle Longo 

William Richard Luther   

Timothy Louis Mulcahy  

Christian Thomas-Wu Peterson 

Kaleb Albert Schenfield    

Ryan Michael Ward 

Laryssa Grace Webster    

Madeline Paige Emerson  



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Organist St. Bernard        Rita Bennardi         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

Please write separate checks for each different type of 
donation:  
CSA, candles, fuel,  2nd collections, masses and any oth-
er.  These collections are processed separately.  
 

You do not need to return every week’s envelope with 
your check when combining weeks. 
 

Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of 
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH. 
 
 

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope. 

Get resources and suggestions for your family at 
the Diocese of Erie’s family website, 
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  At the Diocese of 
Erie, families always matter! Go Families!  

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

Parenting Pointers 
“While they were eating…Jesus said the blessing.” (Mark 
14:22) What happens when your family eats together? Pre-
sumably, you start with a blessing of the food, but what hap-
pens during the meal? You may recount the day, there may 
be laughter, or complaining. Hopefully, there are no phones 
present. Let it be a time to be present to each other.  



Readings for the week of June 6, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Ex 24:3-8/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 [13]/ 
 Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26  
Monday:  2 Cor 1:1-7/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [9]/ 
 Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday:  2 Cor 1:18-22/Ps 119:129,130,  
 131,132,133,135 [135a]/ Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday:  2 Cor 3:4-11/Ps 99:5, 6, 7,  
 8, 9 [cf. 9c]/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday:  2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Ps 85:9ab  
 and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/Mt 5:20-26 
Friday:   Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/ 
 Eph 3:8-12, 14-19/Jn 19:31-37 
Saturday:  2 Cor 5:14-21/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4,9-10,11-128a]/
 Lk 2:41-51 
Next Sunday:  Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16  
 [cf. 2a]/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Kaitlynn 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa 
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, 
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, 
Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Chip Giordano, Pat Girard,  
Nancy Gordon, Rick Grandinetti, Paul Hamer, Jill Henry, 
Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, 
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, 
Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, 
Barbara Matto, Chester Meyer, Mariana Militelo, Joe 
Monago, Lou Monti, Mary O’Connell, Dom Piganelli, John 
Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, 
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, 
Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, David 
Tominez, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine 
Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat, and 
 

 All those affected by the Covid-19 virus 
May they be strengthened by the healing  

presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, June 7  

   SB 8:00 am  James Hannon (Harrijane Hannon Moore) 
   SF 9:00 am    Andrew Taylor (Sandi Brochetti) 
Tuesday, June 8 
   SF 9:00 am      Theresa Zandi (Joe & Ida Adamczyk) 
Wednesday, June 9 
   SB 8:00 am    Emile & Catherine Fouyon (Kim & Bill Ditz) 

Thursday, June 10 
   SB 8:00 am   Deceased Members of BCCHS Class of 
   1967 (Ron & Kathy Symington) 
   SF 9:00 am    Parishioners   

June 11 - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
   SB 8:00 am   George Platko (Family) 
Saturday, June 12 - Immaculate Heart of the BVM 
   SF 9:00 pm    Mr. & Mrs. Alex Luke (Pehonsky Family) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Marie, Scott & Renee Simon (Mariann  
   Pascarella) 
Sunday, June 13  
   SF 8:00 am    Robert Kaczmarek (Barb & Tom Irons) 
   SB 10:00 am  Michael Walter (Ron & Kathy Symington) 

    OM 11:30 am Andrew Nuzzo (b) (Christine & Patrick Geary) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES JUNE 12 - 13 

 

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer  
EM:  Dick Williams 
Servers: Aliya, Emma & Laryssa Webster 

Sunday:    SF  8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 
EM:  Chris Pehonsky 

 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Kim Lance 
Servers: Daniel Marasco/Volunteer 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, June 6 - Rev. Philip Billotte  
Mon, June 7 - Rev. Msgr. Casimir A. Bogniak  
Tues, June 8 - Rev. Joseph C. Campbell  
Wed, June 9 -  Rev. Joseph R. Czarkowski 
Thurs, June 10 -  Rev. Michael G. DeMartinis  
Fri, June 11 - Rev. G. William Fischer, O.S.F.S  
Sat, June 12 - Rev. Raymond C. Gramata  GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

June 7 - June 11   TEAM 2:  
D. Jadlowiec / V. Comilla 

D. & L. Williams / K. Smeal  


