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Today is a good day to look at the Sacrament of Confirmation, as we celebrate it in our Faith Community., We are celebrating, as a parish, with nineteen of our high school juniors along with their
parents, family, and Godparents. Confirmation Mass will be celebrated at 1 p.m. at Saint Bernard
Church.
So, I ask you to keep them in your prayers. At the same time, look back at your own reception of
the Sacrament. I know for many it may seem like ancient history, but its effect is still with us. Most
of us received the Sacrament when we were in sixth through eighth grade. We were nervous because we were afraid of being questioned by the Bishop or later on during the ceremony of being
“gently” slapped by the Bishop. This “slap” was to signify us to be tough enough to defend our faith
no matter what. Today there is no “slap”.
The Sacrament has evolved down through the years. In the early church, at the time of the Apostles and shortly after at the moment of Baptism, you also received Holy Communion, and Confirmation. You have to remember
at that time adults were being baptized. The Sacrament of Confession came much later. The sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Communion are considered the Sacraments of Imitation. In the Byzantine Catholic Church when a child/
baby is Baptized, they also received Confirmation/Chrismation, and Holy Communion.
But let us look closer at the Sacrament of Confirmation. Some like to call it an adult affirmation of the person’s faith, but that is
only half the story. Back when we received the sacrament, we were expected to receive it as one more step in our faith journey or religious education.
Confirmation is committing yourself to a different life style. And that is the lifestyle of Jesus. It comes with the reality that for
the rest of our life we want to be a follower of Jesus and it goes much past the slap on our face that we received at our Confirmation. Some like to compare it to the Jewish Bar Mitzvah, it may look similar in its idea but the Sacrament goes much deeper. Some may want to perceive it as a graduation ceremony, but that is definitely not the case.
To understand this depth, we have to look at Pentecost Sunday. Before that, the Apostles were “devout cowards”. They were
afraid to come out of the Upper Room. Even Jesus had to come to them twice through the locked doors to both visit and reassure them. But on Pentecost they left that upper room and never looked back That first day they brought close to four thousand into the church. And as we continue to read the Acts of the Apostles, we see how they were emboldened to preach and
they rejoiced when they were imprisoned or encountered difficulties.
Yes!! We received the Holy Spirit at Baptism and by this Sacrament of Confirmation we receive it in a new way. We are saying
“yes” to the Holy Spirit that we received in Baptism and now, like the Apostles, we want to let the Holy Spirit be the driving
force in our life to do what God wants us to do. It is not a question of somehow getting more of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation;
it is that we now want to live it out.
So let us pray for those who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation today and by our example, let us show to them the
power of the Holy Spirit in our life. God Bless, Fr. Ray
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: Tues, May 11th @ 6:30 pm @ Church
REP 1-7: Sunday, Apr 18th @ 11:00 am - SB Social Ctr
Rosary Altar: Thurs, May 13th @ 6:30 pm @ Ritchie Hall
K of C #403 : Tuesday, May 11th @ 7 pm

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,627
April 18 ..…….....….$ 6,155
2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 25,616
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 2,892
April 18 ……….…….$ 2,394
2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 12,510

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION STUDENTS &
SPONSORS: NEW DATE/TIME/PLACE
This year Confirmation will be celebrated by
Father Raymond Gramata at St. Francis of
Assisi Church on June 5, 2021 at a 4:30 pm
mass. In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, Bishop
Persico has given Father Ray permission to
confirm this year’s candidates.
**Due to COVID restrictions we are still mandated to wear masks and socially distance. There
will NOT be a social gathering afterward.

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS

+1

Father Ray Gramata Ordination Date: May 7, 1970
Celebration Date: Sunday, May 23, 2021
A 3 pm Mass will be held at St. Francis, with Fr.
Ray as the celebrant, followed by a reception for all
at Fr. G. Carlton Ritchie Social Hall!
Please plan to join us as we celebrate 50 plus one
years of God’s faithful servant.
44TH ANNUAL ROSARY MARCH

First Communion will take place on May 2nd at
12:00 at St. Bernard Church. Father Raymond
Gramata will be the celebrant.
There will be PRACTICE & CONFESSION on
April 24th at 11:00 am at St. Bernard. The students and parents will meet in the church. Parents are invited to stay for the practice.
We continue to follow COVID protocols and will
be wearing masks and social distancing. There
will be no gathering after the mass.

CATHOLIC WOMEN

The Catholic Women’s group will
be meet on Tuesday, May 11,
2021 at 6:30 pm in the church.
This gathering will be for fellowship and completion of the rosary.
All parishioners are welcome to
attend. Let us get together and
pray with one another.

The Clearfield Chapter of the World Apostolate of Fatima
(The Blue Army) extends an invitation to join them at the
44th Annual Rosary March on Sunday, May 2nd at 3:00 pm,
at the Clearfield County Fair Grounds in Clearfield, Pa. Due
to the pandemic please feel free to bring your own chair or
even park in your car to participate. There is also seating
available on the bleachers. Families are encouraged to sit
together. The March will begin with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, immediately followed by the Rosary
and Eucharistic Procession (or you may remain seated.) It
is important that we pray the Rosary publicly together as a
community. The National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of the USA ,
one of 25 statues blessed by Pope Paul VI in Fatima, Portugal in 1967 will be on display. For more info - 814-765-0171

TAYLOR ROOFING
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!
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Some of Mrs. VanHorn’s handiwork. You can see it in the
Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center. We appreciate her decorations!
Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments
Child Abuse Prevention Month: Mandated Reporters in
the Diocese of Erie are people who hold positions of trust in
our schools, parishes, agencies and institutions and are
mandated by Pennsylvania law and the diocesan Policy for
the Protection of Children to report suspected abuse of a
minor. All employees and volunteers working/serving for
the Diocese of Erie, in our parishes, schools or agencies
are considered mandated reporters both legally and morally obligated to report any reasonable suspected child abuse
to ChildLine, the local police, or other appropriate agency.
Visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ to learn the
specific reporting procedures required by the diocese.

OUR RETIRED DIOCESAN PRIESTS
This weekend all parishes and missions in the Diocese of
Erie are taking a special collection to support the needs of
our retired Diocesan priests. This special collection will assist those dedicated priests who are elderly, seriously ill or
incapacitated, and in need of supplementary assistance for
expenses such as non-insured medical costs, nursing home
and long-term care assistance. As the number of retired
priests increases in the upcoming years the Priest Retirement Plan will need to be adequately funded to meet their
future needs. Your generosity will make a difference in the
lives of priests who have served faithfully and serve now as
a “thank you” for their many years of faithful service. Help
provide them the same love and generosity they provided
for us for generations.

FAMILY LIFE

Today’s gospel is a job description for Christian parents. For
most people, the most influential shepherd in their lives is a
parent. Every parent is called to be a “good shepherd” to
“freely lay down their life” for their children, to “love” and
“know” their children and to “lead” them so “they know your
voice.”

COMMUNITY BLOOD BANK

The Blood Bank will be available
in the St. Bernard Gymnasium
Monday, April 26th
12:00 Noon until 5:00 pm

NOTABLE QUOTES

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and to have the two
as close together as possible.
~ George Burns
Get resources and suggestions for your family at
the Diocese of Erie’s family website,
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm. At the Diocese of
Erie, families always matter! Go Families!

New marriage preparation retreat option

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie
is happy to offer a new, completely online, communityfocused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021.
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information,
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html.

Fiscal Riddles
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was
in liquidation.
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the
Nile and drew out a little prophet.
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Priests as Good Shepherd Prayer

Jesus, Good Shepherd,
You sent us the Holy Spirit to guide Your Church
and lead the faithful to You through the ministry of Your priests.
Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, grant to Your priests
wisdom in leading, faithfulness in teaching,
and holiness in guarding Your Sacred Mysteries.
As they cry out with all the faithful, "Abba, Father!"
May your priests be ever more closely identified with
You in Your Divine Sonship
and offer their own lives with You, the one saving Victim.
Make them helpful brothers of one another,
and understanding fathers of all Your people.
Renew in Your priests deeper faith, greater trust in You,
childlike reliance on our Mother Mary,
and unwavering fidelity to the Holy Father and their bishops.
Holy Mary, intercede for your priests.
St. Joseph, protect them.
St. Michael, defend them.
St. John Vianney, pray for them.
Amen.
Do you remember the parish priest who heard your First Confession, gave you First Holy Communion, helped you prepare
for Confirmation? He was there again when you said: ”I do,” made visits to you or a loved one while hospitalized, encouraged
you in time of need. Our priests have been active in so many ways in our life even after retirement. As the priest shortage increases, the number of retired priests will increase but not nearly as fast as their health care needs and other soaring retirement expenses.
Good Shepherd Sunday is our opportunity to say thanks to our retired Erie diocesan priests for their many years of faithful
service. Provide for them the same love, care and generosity they have provided for us for generations.
Retired priests of the Diocese of Erie receive a monthly pension from the Diocesan Priest Retirement Fund and if they participated in Social Security another smaller monthly check. They use their pension for basic needs, such as food, housing and
transportation. The skyrocketing cost for medical services, prescription drugs, long-term care and gaps in Medicare coverage
have resulted in some of these priests over the years exhausting their savings for expenses of health care and absolute essentials. Thus, there is a pressing need to support those priests with supplementary assistance with their expenses for noninsured medical costs and long-term care costs. As the number of retired priest’s increases, the Priest Retirement Plan needs
to grow to meet their future needs.
The Good Shepherd Collection allows each of us to show our gratitude and support of those priests who have cared for us
and our spiritual needs and faithfully served our parishes. Among the list of retired priests, the following have served in our
parishes: Fr. Leo J. Gallina, Fr. Rocco Tito, Msgr. Richard Stack, Fr. Tom Aleksa, Fr. Henry Andrae, Fr. Dan Kresinski and Fr.
Phil Oriole. (Please excuse any omissions.)
The collection for Retired Religious in December does not benefit our Diocesan priests. Prayerfully reflect on how you can
best respond in support of the needs of our Diocesan Retired Priests. Use the special collection envelope for the Good Shepherd Collection or any plain envelope with your name and/or envelope number.
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Please write separate checks for each different type of
donation:
CSA, candles, fuel, 2nd collections, masses and any other. These collections are processed separately.
You do not need to return every week’s envelope with
your check when combining weeks.
Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH.
Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.

CEMETERY
ADORNMENTS
It’s Spring ! Time to clean up the Cemetery!
Please spruce up around your grave sites, pick up any
debris and prepare for Memorial Day.
New flowers/pots can be placed after April 15th.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES MAY 1 - 2
Monday, April 26
SB 8:00 am Edward C. Kemick & Family (Mike Kemick)
SF 9:00 am Joyce Burgess (a) (Family)
Tuesday, April 27
SF 9:00 am Angelo Piersimoni (Joyce Schaming)
Wednesday, April 28
SB 8:00 am Mary Pais (Mariann Pascarella)
Thursday, April 29
SB 8:00 am Kathryn Whelan (Family)
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
April 30
SB 8:00 am Joseph Cavallaro (Family)
Saturday, May 1
SF 9:00 pm Louis Vigilotta (Rosa & Family)
SB 5:15 pm Anna Chicketti (a) (Keith & Mary Anne Stauffer)
Sunday, May 2
SF 8:00 am Shirley Solarek (Richard & Ann Cavallero)
SB 10:00 am McCarthy & Rae Families (Mary Rae)
SB 12:00 pm First Holy Communion
OM 11:30 am Charmaine Viola (Bill & Kim Ditz)
(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and at 4:30 pm before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
April 26 - April 30 TEAM 4:
M. Block / B. Spadafore
A. Frombach / G. Ulyan / D. Zeher

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Stephanie Frederick
EM: Dick Williams
Servers: Liam & Grace Frasier
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Patti Kane
EM: Judy Keenan
Servers: Owen Manion & Eliana Kane
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Linda Cox
EM: Carol Vinca
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: No visits until further notice
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Apr 25 - Pray for Consecrated Life
Mon, Apr 26 - Rev. Henry C. Andrae
Tues, Apr 27 - Rev. Stanley J. Swacha
Wed, Apr 28 - Rev. John A. Walsh
Thurs, Apr 29 - Rev. Jason A. Glover
Fri, Apr 30 - Rev. Glenn Whitman
Sat, May 1 - Rev. James G. Gutting

We are in need of more housekeepers.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 25, 2021

Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28,
29 [22]/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/
Jn 10:1-10
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5,
6-7 [117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3,
5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22,
25 and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10- 11ab [7bc]/
Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/
Jn 14:7-14 St. Joseph the Worker: Gn1:26 - 2:3 or
Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/ Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14
and 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 13:54-58
Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32
[26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Kaitlynn
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski, Dick Clark, Melissa
Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson,
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman,
Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Rick Grandinetti,
Jill Henry, Craig Johnson, Lilly Keesler, Judy Keenan, Mary
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason
LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth,
Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Barbara Matto, Mariana Militelo,
Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Mary O’Connell, Cheri O’Mara,
Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor,
Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex
Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney,
Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat, and
All those affected by the Covid-19 virus
May they be strengthened by the healing
presence of God’s Spirit.

