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As we celebrate the Second Sunday of Easter, know as Divine Mercy Sunday, what should it
mean for us? Like Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday reminds us that we truly have a God on our side.
The word mercy should bring to our minds that we have a God who is compassionate and forgiving. Too often we have in our minds the understanding of a God who is likened to “here comes the
judge”, as if we have one foot in heaven and the other foot in hell.
The four gospels have so many examples of the compassion of Jesus. I will share with you three
examples: the first is the woman caught in adultery, the second is the woman at the well, and the
third is Saint Peter, himself.
The woman caught in adultery was brought to Jesus for condemnation by the judges, but Jesus did the exact opposite and
turned tale on them. Jesus simply says to the woman, “Is there anyone to condemn you?” and she says, “No one.” Jesus says
to her, “Neither do I; go avoid the sin.” No harshness, no pointing of fingers, but simple compassion and love. She left Jesus a
better person.
The Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus says to her, “Who is your husband?” She replies, “I do not have one.” Jesus says to
her, “You have answered truly for the one you are living with is not your husband, for you have had five already.” Again, Jesus
does not put her down, but states a fact and at that instant she is a changed woman. She stopped looking down on herself.
Before this encounter, she believed all the negative things that the townspeople had said about her. That is why she went to
the well at the time that she did. She was so changed by Jesus’ action that she wanted to share with the townspeople what
Jesus had done for her. Jesus allowed her to see the beauty she had forgotten that she possessed.
Saint Peter, at the Last Supper, said he would not deny Jesus. But Jesus told him that he would, and he did. But let us jump
ahead to the scene by the lake where Jesus asks him three times, “Do you love me more than these?” Peter says three times,
“Lord you know me, you know that I love you.” Yes, it is a horrible thing that Peter did, but how often we do the same thing.
Everytime that we sin, we are doing the same thing. Let us look at how Jesus handles this. He has already read Peter’s heart
and knows that he is ready to come back home. Jesus treats him gently, with kindness and forgives him, and also gives him
back his job as first pope, as if nothing happened. The question we must ask is, if we had been “hurt” as Jesus was, would we
have forgiven as Jesus did to Peter?
On this Divine Mercy Sunday, in spite of all the negativity that we have seen in our country lately, let us not perpetuate this
negativity by either being a participant or a bystander. All I can think of is one example that we all saw on TV. An elderly
Asian-American woman was brutally attacked outside of a building in New York City; no one came to help her. In fact, the security guard of the building just closed the door and quietly observed the whole thing. He did not want to get involved. Don’t let
us close the door on any one. Let us have the same open-door
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Father Ray, Father Jim and the parish
staff would like to thank you all for your
thoughtfulness during the Easter season!
We would like to remind you to call the parish office to make address or phone number
changes and any other need you may have.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: Meetings cancelled until further notice
REP 1-7: Tentative Apr 18th @ 11:00 am - SB Social Ctr
REP 8 -11: Tentative Apr 11th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr
Rosary Altar: Meetings cancelled until further notice
K of C #403 : Tuesday, April 13th @ 7 pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings
from 11:00 am to 12:15 pm. Next class: Apr 18th (if public schools in - person)
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sunday evenings from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. Next class: Apr 11th (if
public schools in - person)

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION STUDENTS &
SPONSORS:
This year Confirmation will be celebrated by
Father Raymond Gramata at St. Bernard
Church on April 25, 2021 at a 1:00 pm mass. In
light of the Covid-19 pandemic, Bishop Persico
has given Father Ray permission to confirm this
year’s candidates.
PRACTICE: Confirmation practice will take
place on Sunday, April 18th from 3:00 to 4:00
pm at St. Bernard church. Sponsors are
welcome to attend if they are able.
**Due to COVID restrictions we are still mandated to wear masks and socially distance. There
will NOT be a social gathering afterward.

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
What’s the moon and Ramadan got to do with
us? Ramadan is a month of reflection and celebration
for Muslims. This year it begins on April 12 as the new
moon starts to appear as a sliver. Whether or not you are
Muslim why not pick one day to pray together and one day
to celebrate your love this week.

Thank You!!
Many thanks to Tubby Maduri and his
crew of volunteers for their successful
Lenten Fish Frys! A special note of
thanks to everyone who purchased the

meals. We are especially thankful to all of
you who understand that this is a benefit
dinner put on by volunteers and that it is
a work in progress! We appreciate your
patience and your loyalty to the cause!
We hope to see you next year!!

First Communion will take place on May 2nd at
12:00 at St. Bernard Church. Father Raymond
Gramata will be the celebrant.
There will be PRACTICE & CONFESSION on
April 24th at 11;00 am at St. Bernard. The students and parents will meet in the church. Parents are invited to stay for the practice.
We continue to follow COVID protocols and will
be wearing masks and social distancing. There
will be no gathering after the mass.

PROCEEDS BENEFIT
BRADFORD CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY

SOUTHERN TIER CATHOLIC SCHOOL/
ARCHBISHOP WALSH ACADEMY
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT!
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Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments
Child Abuse Prevention Month - Be Vigilant
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant concerning the behaviors of those who interact with children. And
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our
safety concerns to our children. And sometimes this means
communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a position to intervene.
Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children’s activities and the behavior of
older children and adults who interact with them. When
children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must
find out what caused the changes. Being aware of what’s
happening with our children means talking to, listening to,
and observing them - at every opportunity. For particular
questions you may call: Cindy Zemcik, Coordinator for
the Office for the Protection of Children and Youth in
the Diocese of Erie at 814-824-1195.

OUR RETIRED DIOCESAN PRIESTS
In two weeks, we will have our annual Good Shepherd
Collection in our parish to assist with the needs of caring
for our retired diocesan priests. There is a special need to
assist them with the escalating health care costs and longterm care expenses. As more priests become eligible to
retire from active ministry in the next few years, our Priest
Retirement Plan must be adequately funded to cover their
future needs.
Please consider a generous gift to the annual Diocesan
Good Shepherd Collection on the weekend of April 24th
& 25th. Use the special envelope provided or any envelope
and mark on it – “Good Shepherd Collection.”

Get resources and suggestions for your family at
the Diocese of Erie’s family website,
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm. At the Diocese of
Erie, families always matter! Go Families!

Some of Mrs. VanHorn’s
handiwork. You can see
it in the Fr. Leo Gallina
Social Center. We appreciate her decorations!
(Another bulletin board
below left.)

New marriage preparation retreat option

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie
is happy to offer a new, completely online, communityfocused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021.
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information,
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html.

FAMILY LIFE

In today’s gospel Jesus teaches, “Blessed are those who
have not seen and believe.” Accepting someone as they
are, without demanding they prove themselves or meet our
expectations, creates a rich relationship. Real mercy begins here.
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Divine mercy Sunday - April 11, 2021
“My, daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine
floodgates through which graces flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even
though its sins be as scarlet. My Mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be
able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very
depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and
mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It
is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not
have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy.”
(Diary of St. Faustina Kowalksa, #699)

CELEBRATING DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
To fittingly observe the Feast of Mercy, we should:
1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after Easter;
2. Sincerely repent of all our sins;
3. Place our complete trust in Jesus;
4. Go to Confession, preferably before that Sunday;
5. Receive Holy Communion on the day of
the Feast;
6. Venerate the Image of The Divine Mercy;
7. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words,
and prayers on their behalf.
St. Bernard Church will be continue to
be open after mass on Sunday, April 11th
with services as follows:
12:00 - 3 PM — Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
1:30 - 2:30 pm — Confessions
2:00 - 3:00 pm — Holy Hour with Divine Mercy
Chaplet, Communion Service
concluding with Benediction
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Please write separate checks for each different type of
donation:
CSA, candles, fuel, 2nd collections, masses and any other. These collections are processed separately.
You do not need to return every week’s envelope with
your check when combining weeks.
Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH.
Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.

CEMETERY
ADORNMENTS
It’s Spring ! Time to clean up the Cemetery!
Please spruce up around your grave sites, pick up any
debris and prepare for Memorial Day.
New flowers/pots can be placed after April 15th.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825

BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE
RECEIVED IN WRITING
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Organist St. Bernard
Rita Bennardi
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES APR 17 - 18
Monday, April 12
SB 8:00 am Mary Holmes (Rosemary Burke)
SF 9:00 am Thomas Caputo (Louise Stoltz)
Tuesday, April 13
SF 9:00 am Robert Pascarella (Rocco & Kay Camas)
Wednesday, April 14
SB 8:00 am Bob McMillen (Rosemary Burke & Family)
Thursday, April 15
SB 8:00 am Bob Kaczmarek (Family)
SF 9:00 am Parishioners
April 16
SB 8:00 am Frances Arrowsmith (Family)
Saturday, April 17
SF 9:00 pm Dr. Jerry Hull (Bev Hull)
SB 5:15 pm Florence & James Garrigan (Chris Lechner)
Sunday, April 18
SF 8:00 am Florence & Walter Keverline (Barbara
Keverline)
SB 10:00 am Everett & Kingdom Families (Family)
OM 11:30 am Mary Ann Tanty (Tom & Patsy Arrowsmith)
(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
April 12 - April 16 TEAM 2:
D. Jadlowiec / V. Comilla
D & L Williams / K. Smeal

Saturday: SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Jean Truman
EM: Tim VanHorn
Servers: Ryan Hughes & Joyce Loncki
Sunday: SF 8:00 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Rhett Kennedy
EM: Pat Pascarella
Servers: Ward & Rhys Kennedy
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Linda Cox
EM: Carol Vinca
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Apr 11 - Rev. Michael Gabler, OSB
Mon, Apr 12 - Very Rev. Vincent P. Cieslewicz, V. F.
Tues, Apr 13 - Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico
Wed, Apr 14 - Pray for Vocations
Thurs, Apr 15 - Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Malene
Fri, Apr 16 - Rev. V. David Foradori
Sat, Apr 17 - Rev. Walter E. Packard

We are in need of more housekeepers.

Readings for Week APRIL 11, 2021
Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Jn
5:1-6/Jn 20:19-3
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/
Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5,
6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9,
17-18,19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4,
13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/
Jn 6:16-21
Next Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1
Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Kaitlynn
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser,
Kathy Bryant, Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic
“Frank” Cavallero, Annie Champagne, Gerry Cierpilowski,
Dick Clark, Melissa Cox, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio,
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit,
Alliyson Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Pat Girard,
Fr. Ray Gramata, Rick Grandinetti, Jill Henry, Craig
Johnson, Robert Kaczmarek, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler,
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita
Leone, Shirley Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk,
Jude Luke, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe
Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John
Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel,
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs,
Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, David
Tominez, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine
Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat, and
All those affected by the Covid-19 virus
May they be strengthened by the healing

