
The Catholic Community of Bradford 
3rd Sunday of Lent         March 7, 2021 



ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

“Everyone must give according to whatever he has 
inwardly decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7)  

In the responsorial to the first reading, we hear in the Psalm: “Lord, you have the words of ever-

lasting life. The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the command of the Lord is 

clear, enlightening the eye.” So often we reduce God’s commandments to a list of do’s and 

don’ts, as if to say it is no fun in following God’s way. We come down to saying if we do this, we 

are saved and if we do that, we are on the way to hell. If we think this way, boy do we have the 

wrong picture! 

Let us look at the phrase: “enlightening the eye”. Similar to those of us who wear glasses or con-

tacts so that we might see better, God’s way helps us to live a better life by more easily seeing 

the truth - His Way. 

Now, let us look more closely at the first reading in which God gives to the people of Israel laws 

on how they are to have a right relationship with Him and then with one another.  By giving what we call the Ten Command-

ments, He is forming a community of Faith and at the same time showing how, from this right relationship with Him, they are 

also called to get along with one another. God is reminding them that just as He treats them, they too are to treat one another. 

In the simplest terms the first three commandments remind us how to have a right relationship with God. The other seven re-

mind us to have a right relationship with one another. Simply put how-to live-in society. As you see, we still struggle how-to 

live-in society; just watch the evening news. 

I would like to share with you an excerpt from the preface to the Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation #2: 

“For though the human race is divided by dissension and discord, yet we know that by testing us you change our hearts to 

prepare them for reconciliation.  

Even more by your Spirit you move human hearts that enemies may speak to each other again, adversaries join hands, and 

peoples seek to meet together. 

By the working of your power, it comes about, O Lord, that hatred is overcome by love, revenge gives way to forgiveness, and 

discord is changed to mutual respect.” 

So then, let us begin to see that the commandments of God are not some heavy burden, but they truly are the basis of our 

love affair with God and with one another and ourselves.  Let us continue our walk with Jesus this Lent by realizing how much 

He truly loves us and asks us to love one another. 

God Bless,   Fr. Ray 
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,627  
February 28 ..…….....….$ 4,476 

 

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 14,885 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 2,892  
 February 28 ……….…….$ 2,451 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 9,360 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    



UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women:  Meetings cancelled until further notice 
REP 1-7: Tentative Mar 7th @ 11:00 am - SB Social Ctr 
REP 8 -11: Tentative Mar 14th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr 
Rosary Altar: Meetings cancelled until further notice  
K of C #403 : Tuesday, March 9th @ 7 pm 
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FAMILY LIFE 
Today’s gospel says Jesus chased the merchants out of 
the temple. Jesus teaches us to act from conviction and not 
just from anger. He didn’t condemn the merchants, only 
their business practice. Attack the behavior and not the per-
son.   

 

J.A. FRISINA INC.  
PAVING CONTRACTORS 

 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

Deep Fried  

Fish or Shrimp 
 

Friday, February 19th  

Friday, March 5th 

Friday, March 19th 

Good Friday, April 2nd 

From 4 - 7 pm 

St. Bernard Father Gallina Social Center 
 

Fish, Shrimp or Combo: $11 

includes fries, bread, slaw, dessert 

 or Macaroni & Cheese: $6 

includes applesauce and dessert 
 

Take-outs or Free Delivery only 
 

Call 814-362-6825 after 3:30 
Please do NOT leave a message! 

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
BRADFORD CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environ-
ments- Pledge to Heal: The Diocese of Erie remains 
committed to helping victims of clergy sexual abuse heal 
and recover. Counseling assistance is available for victims 
and/or their family members through the diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, VAC for short, Dr. Gerard Tobin, 
who can be reached at 814-451-1521.The diocese encour-
ages anyone who has experienced abuse or misconduct by 
a member of the clergy or any employee or volunteer of the 
church to contact law enforcement. To report abuse to the 
independent investigators retained by the diocese, email 
ErieRCD@KLGates.com. Victims or concerned individuals 
can report abuse directly to the diocese by calling 814-451-
1543. For particular questions you may call: Cindy Zemcik, 
Coordinator for the Office for the Protection of Children 
and Youth in the Diocese of Erie at 814-824-1195.  

Catholic Sisters Week shines a light on the spirituality, mis-

sion and community building of women religious.  The week 

of March 8-14 is designated as Catholic Sisters Week. To 

kick off the week, the Diocese of Erie’s Office for Religious 

is hosting a webinar March 7th at 7 p.m. Everyone is invited 

to join this Zoom event, featuring a welcome address by 

Bishop Lawrence Persico; a reflection by Sister Carol Zinn, 

SSJ, president of the national Leadership Conference of 

Women Religious; and remarks by Erie County Executive 

Kathy Dahlkemper. Register for this event at https://

us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nudD6bUyT7-

7afpOTdp0gg. You will be provided a link to the livestream. 

mailto:ErieRCD@KLGates.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nudD6bUyT7-7afpOTdp0gg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nudD6bUyT7-7afpOTdp0gg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nudD6bUyT7-7afpOTdp0gg
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⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Your offering goes direct-
ly into St. Bernard’s checking account. Making changes 
is easy! You can even generate a tax report at year end.  
Visit the website today! 

 
Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 
is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-
focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 
benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and 
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings 
from 11:00 am to 12:15 pm. Next class: Mar 7 (if public 
schools in - person) 
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020 
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sun-
day evenings from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. Next class: Mar 14 (if 
public schools in - person) 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
International Women’s Day is March 8. So what’s that got to 
do with your marriage? Hopefully each of you already have 
times when you take the lead. This day is mainly notable 
because women were not always valued to lead as much 
as men. Honor each other today.  

NOTICE TO PARENTS OF REP STUDENTS: 
 

Please sign up for “REMIND” to receive mes-
sages regarding class schedules, etc.  
To receive text messages - text my class 
code@rep91 for grades 8-11; @cfcg68 for 
grades 1-7 to the phone number 81010 or 
(678)719-0487. 
To receive smartphone notifications - down-
load the Remind app on your smartphone. Open 
the app and create an account.  Tap the + by 
“classes joined” and enter the class code as 
noted above. 
This is the best way to know what’s happening 
in your child(ren) religious education class. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
Attention: Parents of 2nd graders 

First Reconciliation will take place after mass 

at St. Bernard Church on March 7th about  

11:00 am for all 2nd grade students. Please 

contact Kim VanHorn with any questions. 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h70M5dA3C-vywAmEuzVqGG-lYWORaseacfvBQpaxoHmUajfobjzeiWfa2Hw7ypjZlxYIKsniMHuN7newZeaSbRGozuN_uLpJSr2-njSB8uqdE48BA4INmd1TMjLinFrKrp-Wo5-F4iMYwChjIAAsXlSKwgCBJ5513lNjfNHkRa1vD1lZuzK3DrDQRX9FWnu835z1XPciFOREm1iKvzKWN7xTvOSyJoQltwrP
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Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph” 
With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Fa-
ther’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniver-
sary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the 
Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Fa-
ther has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from, 
December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. 

The Year in Honor of  St. Joseph 
A beloved, tender, obedient father 
Saint Joseph, in fact, “concretely expressed his father-
hood” by making an offering of himself in love “a 
love placed at the service of the Messiah who was 
growing to maturity in his home,” writes Pope Francis, 
quoting his predecessor St Paul VI. 

Welcoming the will of 
God 
At the same time, Joseph is 
“an accepting Father,” be-
cause he “accepted Mary 
unconditionally” — an im-
portant gesture even today, 
says Pope Francis, “in our 
world where psychological, 
verbal and physical violence 
towards women is so evi-
dent.” But the Bridegroom 
of Mary is also the one who, 
trusting in the Lord, accepts 
in his life even the events 
that he does not understand, 
“setting aside his own ide-
as” and reconciling himself 
with his own history. 

A creatively coura-
geous father, example 
of love 
Patris corde highlights “the 
creative courage” of St. Jo-
seph, which “emerges espe-
cially in the way we deal 
with difficulties.” “The car-
penter of Nazareth,” ex-
plains the Pope, was able to 
turn a problem into a possi-
bility by trusting in divine 
providence.” He had to deal 
with “the concrete prob-
lems” his Family faced, 
problems faced by other 
families in the world, and 
especially those of migrants. 

A father who teaches 
the value, dignity and 
joy of work 
“A carpenter who earned an 
honest living to provide for 
his family,” St Joseph also 
teaches us “the value, the 
dignity and the joy of what it 
means to eat bread that is the 
fruit of one’s own labor.” 
This aspect of Joseph’s char-
acter provides Pope Francis 
the opportunity to launch an 
appeal in favor of work, 
which has become “a burn-
ing social issue” even in 
countries with a certain level 
of well-being. “there is a renewed need to appreciate 
the importance of dignified work, of which Saint Jo-
seph is an exemplary patron,” the Pope writes. 

A father “in the shad-
ows,” centered on 
Mary and Jesus 
“Fathers are not born, but 
made,” says Pope Francis. 
“A man does not become a 
father simply by bringing a 
child into the world, but by 
taking up the responsibility 
to care for that child.” Un-
fortunately, in today’s soci-
ety, children “often seem 
orphans, lacking fathers” 
who are able to introduce 
them “to life and reality.” 
Children, the Pope says, 
need fathers who will not 

try to dominate them, but instead raise them to be 
“capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom 
and exploring new possibilities.” 

This is the sense in which St Joseph is described as a “most chaste” father, which is the opposite of domineering 
possessiveness. Joseph, says Pope Francis, “knew how to love with extraordinary freedom.  He never made him-
self the center of things.  He did not think of himself, but focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.” 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

Please write separate checks for each different type of 
donation:  
CSA, candles, fuel,  2nd collections, masses and any oth-
er.  These collections are processed separately.  
 

You do not need to return every week’s envelope with 
your check when combining weeks. 
 

Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of 
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH. 
 
 

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope. 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

March 8 - 12 TEAM 1:  
L. Hogue / S. Carns / R. & J. Geis  

S. Brochetti  
We are in need of more housekeepers. 
Please consider giving a couple hours  

per month to help your church. 



PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Mar 7 - Rev. Philip Bilotte 
Mon, Mar 8 - Very Rev. Msgr. Richard R. Siefer, E.V. 
Tues, Mar 9 - Rev. Msgr. Henry L. Krebs 
Wed, Mar 10 - The Most Rev. Donald W. Trautman 
Thurs, Mar 11 - Rev. Mark A. Hoffman 
Fri, Mar 12 - Rev. Msgr. Daniel E. Magraw 
Sat, Mar 13 - Rev. Msgr. David A. Rubino 

Readings for Week MARCH 7, 2021 

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 
 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-
 7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 
 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42  
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3,  
 4 [cf 42:3]/Lk4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 
 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 
 15-16, 19-20]/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 
 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos 
 6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 
Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 
 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 
 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 
 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb 
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Kathy Bryant, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Dick Clark, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, 
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, 
Alliyson Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, 
Fr. Ray Gramata, Rick Grandinetti, Jill Henry, Jody 
Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Robert 
Kaczmarek, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill 
Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley 
Lerch, Elizabeth Lindemuth, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, 
Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, 
Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, 
Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew 
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, 
Lisa Zurat, and 
 All those affected by the Covid-19 virus 

May they be strengthened by the healing  
presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, March 8 

    SF 9:00 am  Connie Cavallaro (Family) 
   SB 12:10 pm Carmen Pascarella (Mariann Pascarella) 
 Tuesday, March 9 
    SF 9:00 am   Clara Camas (Kathy Symington) 
   SB 12:10 pm Margaret “Peggy” Comilla (Jennifer  
   Comilla Salada)  
Wednesday, March 10  
    SF 9:00 am   No Mass 
   SB 12:10 pm  No Mass 
    SF 5:30 pm   Stations of the Cross 
Thursday, March 11 
    SF 9:00 am  No Mass 
   SB 12:10 pm Mary Schiappa (Family) 

March 12 
    SF 9:00 am   Parishioners 
  SB 12:10 pm  James Hannon (Harrijane Hannon Moore) 
Saturday, March 13 
    SF 9:00 am   Mr. & Mrs. Edward Olson (Pehonsky  
   Family) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Mary & Andy Sapko (Mary Lou Sapko) 
Sunday, March 14 
    SF 8:00 am   Mary Ann Tanty (Bill & Linda Sayers)  
   SB 10:00 am  Madeline Doriguzzi (Elaine Doriguzzi) 

    OM 11:30 am  Sally Vecellio (Nellie Vecellio) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES MAR 13 - 14 

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer  
EM:  Kim VanHorn 
Servers: Aliya, Emma & Laryssa  Webster 

Sunday - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:  Mike Kozminski 

 EM:  Dawn Kozminski 
 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Beth Mongillo 
Servers: Daniel Marasco / Volunteer 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz  
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 


