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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

How many times a day do we think that our faith is being tested by God and we wonder why? In 

the first reading we see a much harder test of faith. God asks Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  

Although Sarah is not mentioned in the passage, we know that her faith was being tested just like 

Abraham’s. We have to remember that Isaac was the son promised by God to not only be their 

heir, but also the one who would form a nation dedicated to the service of God. 

They loved Isaac dearly and both had to be surprised and amazed at the request. But after much 

soul-searching they did what God asked them to do. So, Isaac and Abraham began the journey 

to the appointed spot. Now let us look at Isaac, he too was put to the test. He allowed his father 

to tie him up and became a human sacrifice. It is at this point God intervenes on their behalf and 

says: “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do the least thing to him. I know now how devoted 

you are to God.” So, in the end all three were rewarded for their faith in God. For a few minutes let us look back at Sarah. She 

got the biggest surprise of all. She was only expecting Abraham to come back. I wonder what the look on her face was when 

she saw Isaac with him. 

Lent is about a faith journey where we must continually ask ourselves – “Do I believe in God, or just give Him lip service.”  We 

see in the story of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac the strength of their faith, where in their lives they did what God asked them to 

do – no questions asked. 

Lent is a time to reflect on our faith journey beginning with our faith seed.  Here, let us remember the Gospel where Jesus 

talks about the seed. In Matthew, Jesus said, “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path and the 

birds ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, and 

when the sun rose it was scorched and withered for lack of roots. Some seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 

choked it out. But some seeds fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred, sixty or thirtyfold.” (Matthew 13:1-9) 

In the Gospel of Mark, we hear Jesus explaining the story to his disciples and us: “The sower sows the word. These are the 

ones on the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear, Satan comes at once and takes away the word sown in 

them. And these are the ones sown on rocky ground who, when they hear the word, receive it at once with joy. But they have 

no root; they last only for a time. Then when tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 

Those sown among thorns are another sort. They are the people who hear the word, but worldly anxiety, the lure of riches, 

and the craving for other things intrude and choke the word, and it bears no fruit. But those sown on rich soil are the ones who 

hear the word and accept it and bear fruit thirty and sixty, and a hundredfold.” (Mark 4:13-20) 

In the gospel of Matthew and Mark we are given examples of what our faith should not be and what it should be. In our faith 

journey we must continue to remind ourselves that it is not about more or less, it is about living the faith that our God has giv-

en us. So, like Sarah, Abraham and Isaac let our faith be the guiding light in our life in all that we do. In closing, I would like to 

share with you a very old cliché: “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.” 

Now for an update on my progress: I am going to Upbeat three 

times a week for cardiac rehab (at least through late March).  

As many of you have asked about my return to Masses, I have 

talked with my PCP and he has given me permission to go back 

to work fully at the end of the Upbeat program. However, I also 

asked for permission to hold limited Masses sooner. He has 

again given permission for one Sunday Mass and one weekday 

Mass beginning in March. The best news however is that start-

ing next week, I will be able to drive again. Thank you again for 

all of your prayers and concerns for me. A special shout-out to 

Fr. Jim and all that he has been doing. 

God Bless,   Fr. Ray 

 FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 4,627  
February 21 ..…….....….$ 5,117 

 

2021 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 34,619 
SB 2021 CSA Collected………$ 11,550 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 2,892  
 February 21 ……….…….$ 2,171 

2021 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 22,249 
SF 2021 CSA Collected………$ 8,600 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    



UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women:  Meetings cancelled until further notice 
REP 1-7: Tentative Mar 7th @ 11:00 am - SB Social Ctr 
REP 8 -11: Tentative Feb 28th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr 
Rosary Altar: Meetings cancelled until further notice  
K of C #403 : Tuesday, March 9th @ 7 pm 
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FAMILY LIFE 
The apostles thought they knew Jesus, but when he 
changed in front of them at the Transfiguration, they were 
“afraid.”  In families, we cannot freeze relationships be-
cause change and growth are inevitable.  Children grow up, 
parents grow old and spouses change.  Transfigurations 
are all around us and within us. Relationships can only 
grow when we embrace the new and let go of the old.  

 

J. A. LUCIANO & SONS BUILDERS 
 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

Deep Fried  

Fish or Shrimp 
 

Friday, February 19th  

Friday, March 5th 

Friday, March 19th 

Good Friday, April 2nd 

From 4 - 7 pm 

St. Bernard Father Gallina Social Center 
 

Fish, Shrimp or Combo: $11 

includes fries, bread, slaw, dessert 

 or Macaroni & Cheese: $6 

includes applesauce and dessert 
 

Take-outs or Free Delivery only 
 

Call 814-362-6825 after 3:30 
Please do NOT leave a message! 

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
BRADFORD CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY 

Prayer of Pope Francis to Saint Joseph 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To You God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with You Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, 
to us too, 

show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. 
Amen 

ORATORY CONTEST 

People for Life's annual Oratory Contest for high school 
students will be held on Saturday, April 10, 2021 in Erie, 
PA (time and location to be announced). All high school 
students are welcome and encouraged to compete. 
There will be separate levels for grades 9-10 and 11-12. 
First-place winners will receive $100; second-place win-
ners will receive $50, and third-place winners will receive 
$25. 
Each participant will research, write, and present a 5-7 
minute, pro-life speech about abortion, infanticide, physi-
cian-assisted suicide/euthanasia, embryo-destructive 
(embryonic stem cell) experimentation, or a related topic. 
Students are welcome to focus on hopeful and uplifting 
aspects of the human life issues such as: adoption, moth-
erhood, pregnancy and fetal development, personal expe-
riences doing pro-life activities (the March for Life, for ex-
ample), and the rewards of knowing people with mental 
and physical disabilities. 
Pre-registration is required: E-mail name, address, phone 
number, age, grade, and school (or indicate if home-
schooled) to Send Email or call (814) 882-1333. 
The Oratory Contest follows the applicable Rules of the 
National Right to Life Oratory Contest. 

mailto:office@peopleforlife.org
http://www.nrlc.org/students/oratory-contest/rules
http://www.nrlc.org/students/oratory-contest/rules
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⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Your offering goes direct-
ly into St. Bernard’s checking account. Making changes 
is easy! You can even generate a tax report at year end.  
Visit the website today! 

 
Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 
is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-
focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 
benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and 
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings 
from 11:00 am to 12:15 pm. Next class: Mar 7 (if public 
schools in - person) 
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020 
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sun-
day evenings from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. Next class: Feb 28 (if 
public schools in - person) 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
At the transfiguration, God describes Jesus thus, “This is 
my beloved Son. Listen to him.” (Mk. 9:7) As a historical 
figure, Jesus is no longer with us. But, as Christians we 
believe that the spirit of Jesus abides within each of us. 
Look at your beloved today and see Jesus. Listen to each 
other.  

NOTICE TO PARENTS OF REP STUDENTS: 
 

Please sign up for “REMIND” to receive mes-
sages regarding class schedules, etc.  
To receive text messages - text my class 
code@rep91 for grades 8-11; @cfcg68 for 
grades 1-7 to the phone number 81010 or 
(678)719-0487. 
To receive smartphone notifications - down-
load the Remind app on your smartphone. Open 
the app and create an account.  Tap the + by 
“classes joined” and enter the class code as 
noted above. 
This is the best way to know what’s happening 
in your child(ren) religious education class. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
Attention: Parents of 2nd graders 

First Reconciliation will take place after mass 

at St. Bernard Church on March 7th about  

11:00 am for all 2nd grade students. Please 

contact Kim VanHorn with any questions. 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:00 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 

Please write separate checks for each different type of 
donation:  
CSA, candles, fuel,  2nd collections, masses and any oth-
er.  These collections are processed separately.  
 

You do not need to return every week’s envelope with 
your check when combining weeks. 
 

Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of 
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH. 
 
 

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope. 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

March 1 - 5 TEAM 4:  
M. Block / B. Spadafore / A. Frombach  

G. Ulyan / D. Zeher 
We are in need of more housekeepers. 
Please consider giving a couple hours  

per month to help your church. 



PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Feb 28 - Pray for Consecrated Life 
Mon, Mar 1 - Rev. Msgr. H. Desmond McGee 
Tues, Mar 2 - Rev. Marc J. Solomon 
Wed, Mar 3 - Rev. Brian E. Vossler 
Thurs, Mar 4 - Rev. Alexander D. Amico 
Fri, Mar 5 - Rev. Justin P. Pino 
Sat, Mar 6 - Pray for Consecrated Life 

Readings for Week February 28, 2021 
 

Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15,  
 16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10  
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9 11 and 13 [cf. 103:10a]/
 Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 
 [23b]/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14,  
 15-16 [17b]/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and  
 6 [40:5a]/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 
 20-21 [5a]/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 
 [8a]/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8,  
             9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or 
 Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/ Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/

Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb 
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Kathy Bryant, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Dick Clark, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, 
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, 
Alliyson Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, 
Fr. Ray Gramata, Rick Grandinetti, Jill Henry, Jody 
Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Robert 
Kaczmarek, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill 
Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley 
Lerch, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, 
Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, 
Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, 
Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, 
Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex 
Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew Whelan, Beckett Whitney, 
Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat, and 
 All those affected by the Covid-19 virus 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing  
presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, March 1 

    SF 9:00 am  Joseph Autieri (Todd DeGolier & Boys) 
   SB 12:10 pm Bill Aylward (Jim Frisina) 
 Tuesday, March 2 
    SF 9:00 am   Katherine Behan (Quenton & Julie DeGolier) 
   SB 12:10 pm Joe Manning (Manion Family)  
Wednesday,  March 3  
    SF 9:00 am   Mary Brown (M/M Richard Peroginelli) 
   SB 12:10 pm Julius Doriguzzi (Elaine Doriguzzi) 
    SF 5:30 pm   Stations of the Cross 
Thursday, March 4 
    SF 9:00 am  All Parishioners  
   SB 12:10 pm Hugh Ayers (Giselle Magnella) 

March 5 
    SF 9:00 am   No Mass 
  SB 12:10 pm  No Mass 
Saturday, March 6 
    SF 9:00 am   Harry Stoltz (a) & Clem Piscitelli (a)  
   (Louise Stotlz) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Harry & Connie Schreiber (Fr. Steve,  
   Diane & Mike) 
Sunday, March 7 
    SF 8:00 am   Bob McMillen (b) (Nancy O’Donnell)  
   SB 10:00 am  Robert Hilfirty (Family) 

    OM 11:30 am  Mary Ann Tanty (Sam Pecora & Family) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES MAR 6 - 7 

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Stephanie Frederick  
EM:  Dick Williams 
Servers: Liam & Grace Frasier 

Sunday - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 

 EM:  Suzie Sperry 
 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Patti Kane 
EM:  Judy Keenan 
Servers: Owen Manion/Eliana Kane 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  Linda Cox 
EM:  Carol Vinca 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 


