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I would like to share with you some thoughts on relationships. Somehow, we have lost the ability to
see the need for relationships. For the past several weeks we have seen where relationships have
gone astray. We have seen where through social media, etc. it falls apart and goes into name calling and flows into destructive behavior. Fresh in our mind is what happened at the Capital building.
As human beings, we are not made to be islands or to that extent polarized that all that we see is
our opinion and no other.
Relationships involve listening and talking with one another. To understand it better let us look
carefully at the first reading. Samuel is in the temple sleeping and hears a voice calling his name.
This goes on for several more times. He keeps going to Elli who finally realizes that it is God calling
Samuel. Eli says to Samuel if it happens again say this: “Speak Lord your servant is listening.” So, then the first step is to listen and not shout at one another. Don’t let selective hearing get in the way of a relationship.
Second point of a relationship “avoid immorality.” We may think of it only in one way but it runs much deeper than that. It
comes down to the point of how we see ourselves fitting in and treating one another. It is more than a religion, more than the
color of our skins, more than a political view, or whether we are immigrants or refugees. It is respecting one another.
Third point “Teacher where are you staying.” Relationships are not meant to be here today and gone tomorrow or to be stepping stones to success. Relationships are meant to get under each other’s skin, so that in one sense, two become one by respecting one another.
So, let us begin the healing process with ourselves. Let us pray
for the leaders of this country.
God Bless, Fr. Ray
The parish office will be closed
on Monday, January 18th
in observance of
Martin Luther King Day.

A Note from Fr. Ray:
St. Francis Parishioners: Thank YOU!! We have now met
our CSA goal of $23,846. In fact, we have been blessed
with a surplus of $844 that we will be able to add to our
daily operating account.
St. Bernard Parishioners: Thank YOU too! While our
$31,968 CSA goal was met sooner, we now have a surplus
of $4,162 that will also help us with our daily operating expenses.
Final 2020 CSA pledge payments were due by the end
of December. Any payments received in January will
be held for the 2021 Catholic Service Appeal which
begins in February. Watch the bulletins for more information on Commitment Sunday!

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,990
January 10 ..…….….$ 6,564
2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 36,130
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,288
January 10 ...…...….$ 1,500
2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 24,690
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR

JANUARY 17, 2021

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: Meetings cancelled until March 2021
REP 1-7: Tentative Jan 17th @ 11:15 am - SB Social Ctr
REP 8 -11: Tentative Jan 24th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr
Rosary Altar: Meetings cancelled until February 2021
K of C #403 : TBA

FAMILY LIFE

New marriage preparation retreat option

Bishop to celebrate Respect Life Mass

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie
is happy to offer a new, completely online, communityfocused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021.
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information,
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a
benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html.

Dial 814 for local calls in the 814 area code
To ensure a continuing supply
of telephone numbers, the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission has approved the addition of the new 582 area code to
the geographic region currently
served by the 814 area code.
Anyone with an 814 area code
telephone number will be affected by a new dialing procedure that takes effect Oct. 3,
2020. The new system requires that all calls to the 814 area code — local and long distance — must be dialed using
the area code plus the telephone number. The same dialing
procedure will apply to telephone numbers that are assigned in the new 582 area code. Although the new procedure begins Oct. 3, calls made without the area code will
still be completed as a courtesy until April 3, 2021, when
the change becomes final. Note that all call services, automatic dialing or other types of equipment programmed to
dial a seven-digit number must be reprogrammed to include
the area code. Some examples include life safety systems
and medical monitoring devices, fire or burglar alarm and
security systems or gates, PBSs, FAX machines, speed
dialers, call forwarding settings and voicemail services. Also, please check websites, personal and business stationery and advertising materials, personal and pet ID tags and
other similar items to ensure the area code is included. The
price of a local call will not change.

Jesus’ question in today’s gospel is still valid today: “What
are you looking for?” What do you want from your spouse,
children or parents? Families are populated with imperfect
people. To expect perfection is unreal. To expect and accept imperfection is wisdom.
Join Bishop Lawrence Persico in celebrating a Respect Life
Mass at Erie’s Our Lady of Peace Parish on January 24 th at
11 a.m. The Mass is in person or can be viewed
livestreamed on Our Lady of Peace’s YouTube page.
Let us pray for the protection and respect of all life, from
conception to natural death. Questions may be directed to
the Social Justice & Life Office at sjl@ErieRCD.org.

SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMINDER
As COVID cases rise, pastors and people are reminded that
Bishop Persico continues to dispense the faithful from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days. Also,
everyone is reminded that if they are not well or are highrisk or have contact with someone who is high-risk for
COVID, they are not obligated to attend, and it may be safer
to stay home. Those unable to attend Mass in person are
warmly encouraged to visit www.ErieRCD.org to find a list
of Masses that are livestreamed by parishes in the diocese.
You may want to choose a week-day mass to attend
and treat as a Sunday mass. There is lots of room for
social distancing in the churches during the week. Or
feel free to watch Mass on TV.

SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN
Your bulletin is paid for by our advertisers on the back
page. Please consider purchasing an ad through LPi for
you business. Contact Servaas Verbiest at
sverbiest@4LPi.com or 1-800-477-4574 x6630 for more
information.

MIKE DEPALMA/HOWARD HANNA
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT
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MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Not all injustices are black or white. Often there’s a lot of
gray when trying to figure out who is right in an argument.
Before digging in your heels and insisting on having your
way, try to get in your spouse’s skin and see how the problem looks through his/her eyes.

Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web
site for on-line giving, to sign up and begin contributing to St. Bernard in this convenient way.
⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make
donations to our parish. You have complete control of
amounts and withdrawal dates. Your offering goes directly into St. Bernard’s checking account. Making changes
is easy! You can even generate a tax report at year end.
Visit the website today!

Are there HMOs in Heaven?

REP winter bulletin board in Fr. Leo J. Gallina Social Center
NOTICE TO PARENTS OF REP STUDENTS:
Please sign up for “REMIND” to receive messages regarding class schedules, etc.
To receive text messages - text my class
code@rep91 for grades 8-11; @cfcg68 for
grades 1-7 to the phone number 81010 or
(678)719-0487.
To receive smartphone notifications - download the Remind app on your smartphone. Open
the app and create an account. Tap the + by
“classes joined” and enter the class code as
noted above.
This is the best way to know what’s happening
in your child(ren) religious education class.

A doctor, a nurse, and the top executive of an HMO died and were
in line together at the pearly gates. St. Peter asked each one what
good they had done in their lives.
The doctor said, “I have devoted my life to the sick and needy and
have had a part in caring for and healing thousands of people.”
St. Peter replied, “That’s great. Go ahead into heaven.”
The nurse chimed in, “I have supported the doctor and his patients my entire life as an adult, have taken time to explain things
to patients, and have helped them lead healthy lives.” Wonderful,”
says St. Peter. “Please proceed in with the doctor.”
Then the executive said, “I was the president of a very large
health maintenance organization. I was responsible for the
healthcare of millions of people all over the country.”
St. Peter says, “Oh, I see. Please go on in ... but you can only
stay two nights!”

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings
from 11:15 am to 12:30 pm. Next class: Jan 17 (if public
schools in - person)
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sunday evenings from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. Next class: Jan 24 (if
public schools in - person)
Classes will remain “At Home Learning” until the
School District goes back to “in person” classes.
Watch for “Remind” notifications.

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS

January 18 - 22
TEAM 2:
D. Jadlowiec / V. Comilla
D & L Williams / K. Smeal
We are in need of more housekeepers.
Please consider giving a couple hours
per month to help your church.
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Friday, January 22, 2021
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PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:15 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825
Please write separate checks for each different type of
donation:
CSA, candles, fuel, 2nd collections, masses and any other. These collections are processed separately.
You do not need to return every week’s envelope with
your check when combining weeks.
Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH.
Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.

Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Music Director
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES JAN 23 - 24

Monday, January 18
SB 8:00 am Anne Carlan (Family)
SF 9:00 am Anthony “Tony” Falconi (Jan & Kevin
Behan)
Tuesday, January 19
SF 9:00 am Theresa Zandi (Toni & Jim Bloomquist)
Wednesday, January 20
SB 8:00 am NO MASS
Thursday, January 21
SB 8:00 am Amelia Piganelli (Family)
SF 9:00 am All Parishioners
January 22
SB 8:00 am Carmello “Rudy” & Rose Cammaroto
(Jack & Sue Carns)
Saturday, January 23
SF 9:00 am Mr. & Mrs. John Pehonsky (Family)
SB 5:15 pm Alexander Kuzmeskas (Alec & Andy
Kuzmeskas)
Sunday, January 24
SF 8:00 am Leona Fisher (Patty Fisher)
SB 10:00 am Mary Kaczmarek (Family)
OM 11:30 am Albert Vecellio (Nellie Vecellio)
(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Kathy Bryant,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Dick Clark, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio,
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit,
Alliyson Feldman, Stepheny Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat
Geary, Pat Girard, Fr. Ray Gramata, Jill Henry, Dominic
Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig
Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill
Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley
Lerch, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka,
Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara,
Karla Giordano Petrino, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer,
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith,
Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, David Tominez, Matthew
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford,
Lisa Zurat, and
All those affected by the Covid-19 virus
May they be strengthened by the healing
presence of God’s Spirit.

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Tammy Black
EM: Tim Vanhorn
Servers: Cooper & Peyton Haight
Sunday - SF 8:00 am
Lector: Craig Cuthbertson
EM: Deb Woodley
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Greg Ulyan
EM: Kim Lance
Servers: Timothy Mulcahy & Christian Peterson
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: No visits until further notice
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Jan 17 - Rev. Stephen J. Schreiber
Mon, Jan 18 - Rev. Lawrence R. Richards
Tues, Jan 19 - Rev. David A. Perry
Wed, Jan 20 - Rev. William M. Laska
Thurs, Jan 21 - Rev. Msgr. Charles A. Kaza
Fri, Jan 22 - Rev. Chris M. Hamlett
Sat, Jan 23 - Rev. Thomas M. Fialkowski

Readings for Week JANUARY 18, 2021
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a,
9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 1:35-42
Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/
Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5,
9 and 10c [5]/Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1,
2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9,
10, 17 [8a and 9a]/Mk 3:7-12
Friday: Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10,
11-12, 13-14 [11a]/Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Mk
3:20-21
Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1 Cor
7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20

