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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

As we enter the Third Sunday of Advent, do we find ourselves “burnt out”? Why would I say 

such a phrase? Because this past year has been a unique one - there is no normal - at 

times, no end in sight. We wish things would just go away. We don’t like experiencing the 

uncomfortable feeling that comes from not being in control. 

We may feel this way about Advent and how we approach going or not going to Church and 

Mass. We may ask ourselves, what are we truly preparing for? Just as Thanksgiving was 

not normal for many of us, we may fear that Christmas will be more of the same. Several 

weeks ago, Doctor Fauci reassured the children of our country that Santa Claus would still 

be able to stop at all the homes and the COVID-19 would not harm Santa Claus. Sometimes 

like our children, we too, need reassured. The reassuring comes in the words that we hear 

from the Prophet Isaiah in the first reading. “He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

to heal the broken hearted… to announce a year a favor from the Lord and a day of 

vindication by our God.” 

Advent is more than looking toward Christmas or the final coming of the Lord, it is about realizing the daily presence of Jesus 

in our daily life. Even in our darkest moments, when we feel that He is not there, in fact He is there. But we have to let go of 

our fears, whatever they maybe, and let Him in. How many of us remember the slogan, “Keep Christ in Christmas” or the 

other one “Jesus is the reason for the season.”  I would like to paraphrase both of these slogans: “Keep Christ daily in our 

hearts” and “Jesus is the reason why we are alive.” Sometimes, with the hustle and bustle of our days, we forget to invite 

Jesus into the humdrum activities of our daily life. Each day is a new beginning to walk with Jesus and be saved by Him. 

In the response, between the readings today, we hear the Blessed Mother’s Magnificat. I would like to take just one line out of 

it for our reflection. “He has come to the help of His servant Israel for He has remembered His promise of mercy.” The key 

word is remembered.  Our God does not forget us. So, let us try to remember him daily. 

God Bless,    Fr. Ray 
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Please write separate checks for each 
different type of donation:  
CSA, candles, fuel,  2nd collections, masses 
and any other.  These collections are pro-
cessed separately.  
 

You do not need to return every week’s envelope with 
your check when combining weeks. 
 

Do NOT make any checks out to OMPH. OMPH is part of 
St. Francis and we have no bank account for OMPH. 
 
 

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope. 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,990 
December 6 ...……...$ 6,662 

 

2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968 
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 34,864 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,288 
December 6 ..…… $ 3,133 

 

2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846 
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 21,690 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

ST. FRANCIS HAND BELL CHOIR 

The Christmas concert of the St. Francis 

Hand Bell Choir is now on-line. You can find 

it at YouTube - St. Francis Bell Choir,  

Bradford, PA     We hope you enjoy! 



UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women:  Meetings cancelled until March 2021 
REP 1-7: Sunday, Jan 3rd @ 11:15 am - SB Social Ctr 
REP 8 -11: Sunday, Jan 10th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr 
Rosary Altar: Meetings cancelled until February 2021  
K of C #403 : TBA 
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MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances 
give thanks.” (I Thessalonians 5:16) Impossible you say! 
OK, how about choosing one thing that gives you joy, say 
one prayer, and be thankful for one thing today. Share. 

New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 
is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-
focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 
benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 

SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN 
 

Your bulletin is paid for by our advertisers on the back page.  
Please consider purchasing an ad through LPi for you busi-
ness.  Contact Servaas Verbiest at sverbiest@4LPi.com or  

1-800-477-4574 x6630 for more information. 

 

CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Oplatki Christmas Wafers 
are now available in the  

Parish office for $3 per package of 4.  

FAMILY LIFE 
Today’s gospel reports “I am the voice of the one crying out 
in the desert.” Who in your family is crying out with their 
crazy schedules, suppers that start too late and end too 
early, cars that don’t start, misunderstandings, piles of laun-
dry, unmatched socks and stretched food budgets? Alt-
hough the list feels endless, there is one who hears you. 
The words spoken at mass, “The Lord is with you,” are not 

just a hope, they are a fact. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
 

“Every dollar makes a difference in covering our expenses,” 
says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds of US religious communi-
ties struggle to provide for aging members because most 
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
served for little pay. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious helps these communities bridge the gap, offering 
support for medications, nursing care, and other necessi-
ties. Please be generous in today’s second collection.  

SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMINDER 

As COVID cases rise, pastors and people are reminded that 

Bishop Persico continues to dispense the faithful from the 

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days. This 

dispensation also applies to the upcoming Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception, The Solemnity of the Nativity of the 

Lord, and the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. These 

holy days are still to be celebrated in parishes this year — 

even with more than one Mass if needed. However, every-

one is reminded that if they are not well or are high-risk or 

have contact with someone who is high-risk for COVID, 

they are not obligated to attend, and it may be safer to stay 

home. Those unable to attend Mass in person are warmly 

encouraged to visit www.ErieRCD.org to find a list of Mass-

es that are livestreamed by parishes in the diocese. 

You may want to choose a week-day mass to attend 

and treat as a Sunday mass.  There is lots of room for 

social distancing in the churches during the week. Or 

feel free to watch Mass on TV. 

 

TAYLOR ROOFING 
 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT 

https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
http://www.ErieRCD.org
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and 
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings 
from 11:15 am to 12:30 pm. Next class: Jan 3, 2021 
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020 
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sun-
day evenings from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. Next class: Jan 10, 2021 

There are no REP classes held during December. Clas-
ses will remain “At Home Learning” until the School 
District goes back to “in person” classes. Watch for 
“Remind” notifications. 

Catholic Charities 2020 Annual Appeal 

Throughout this pandemic, Catholic Charities agencies 
have remained open providing front-line care and emergen-
cy services wherever and whenever it’s needed. Additional-
ly, emergency financial support was extended to parishes 
for people in crisis around the diocese. To bridge a substan-
tial shortfall in funding needed to support those we are com-
mitted to serve, Catholic Charities has launched an Annual 
Appeal. Your support of Catholic Charities’ Annual Appeal is 
important to the continuation of our work. Donations may be 
made online at www.eriercd.org/charities or checks may be 
made payable to “Catholic Charities, Inc.” 429 East 
Grandview Boulevard, Erie, PA 16504. Thank you.  

 

ST. BERNARD 
LECTORS, ALTAR SERVERS  
& EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULING 
The office is working on the ministers’ schedule for the St. 
Bernard special masses over Christmas and New Year.   
 

     ~  Dec 24th @ 5:30 pm & 8:00 pm   

~  Dec 25th @ 10:00 am        ~  Jan 1st @ 10:00 am  
 

If you have a specific mass you can serve please let 
the office know ASAP or sign up in the sacristy.   
 

St. Francis & OMPH ministers will be scheduled by  
Craig Cuthbertson and Mike Kozminski respectively. 

NOTICE TO PARENTS OF REP STUDENTS: 
 

Please sign up for “REMIND” to receive mes-
sages regarding class schedules, etc.  
To receive text messages - text my class 
code@rep91 for grades 8-11; @cfcg68 for 
grades 1-7 to the phone number 81010 or 
(678)719-0487. 
To receive smartphone notifications - down-
load the Remind app on your smartphone. Open 
the app and create an account.  Tap the + by 
“classes joined” and enter the class code as 
noted above. 
This is the best way to know what’s happening 
in your child(ren) religious education class. 

 

FINAL 2020 CSA pledge payments 

must be in to the Parish Office  

by the end of December. 

A Note from Fr. Ray: 

St. Francis Parishioners: I need your help. We have NOT 

met our CSA goal of $23,846. We are short by about 

$2,000. If we don’t meet our goal we will have make up the 

difference from our daily operating fund and that is already 

less than our expenses. This would be a further setback. If 

you have made a pledge that you haven’t met yet, please 

consider giving ASAP. If you’ve already met your pledge, 

any additional contribution would be greatly appreciated. 

Please mark you check/envelope with CSA 

THE PARISH OFFICE  

WILL BE CLOSED FROM  

THURSDAY, DEC 24
th

 through  

SUNDAY, DEC 27
th 

and 

THURSDAY, Dec 31
st

 through  

SUNDAY, JAN 3
rd 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

https://www.eriercd.org/Catholic-Charities-2020-Annual-Appeal.html
http://www.eriercd.org/charities
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How Donations Help 

•In addition to direct financial assistance, 
proceeds from the annual appeal under-
write educational programming, services, 
and resources that enable religious commu-
nities to evaluate and prepare for long-term 

retirement needs. 

•Support from the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious helps religious communities care for 

senior members while continuing important 

ministries to the People of God. 

Why We Ask  

•In addition to direct financial assistance, pro-
ceeds from the annual appeal underwrite edu-
cational programming, services, and re-
sources that enable religious communities to 
evaluate and prepare for long-term retirement 

needs. 

•Support from the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious helps religious communities care for 
senior members while continuing important 

ministries to the People of God.  

Donations for the Diocese of Erie 
retired religious can be made at: 
www.SupportTheSisters.org  
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:15 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Making changes is easy! 
You can even generate a tax report at year end.  Visit the 
website today! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director         
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 



MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES DEC 19 - 20 

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Jean Truman  
EM:  Tim VanHorn 
Servers:  Ryan Hughes/Joyce Loncki 

Sunday - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:  George Macfarlane 

 EM:  Chris Pehonsky 
 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Rhett Kennedy 
EM:  Kim Lance 
Servers:  Ward & Rhys Kennedy 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  Linda Cox 
EM:  Carol Vinca 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Dec 13  -  Rev. Johnathan P. Schmolt 
Mon, Dec 14 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio 
Tues, Dec 15 - Rev. Rocco A. Tito 
Wed, Dec 16 - PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 
Thurs, Dec 17 - Rev. Thomas J. Whitman 
Fri, Dec 18 - Rev. Marc A. Stockton 
Sat, Dec 19 - Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo, V.F. 

Readings for Week DECEMBER 13, 2020 
 

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is      
 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab,  
 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,  
 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab  
 and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/
 Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/ 
 Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 
 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,  
 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb 
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Kathy Bryant, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Dorothy Chohrach, Dick Clark, Billie 
Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise 
Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Virginia Frigo, 
Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody 
Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, 
Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley Lerch, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, 
Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, 
Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, 
Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, Matthew Whelan, 
Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa 
Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, December 14 

   SB 8:00 am   All Parishioners   
   SF 9:00 am  Phillip Rich Family (Sara & Hawkeye Whitney) 

   Tuesday, December 15 
   SF 9:00 am   Rita Verolini (Richard & Ann Cavallero) 
Wednesday,  December 16 
   SB 8:00 am   Mary Brzenski (a) (Livingston Co. Town Hghwy) 

Thursday, December 17 
   SB 8:00 am   Pat Franco (John & Linda Guenther) 
   SF 9:00 am  Richard Wareham (Jean & Bill Herold)  

December 18  
   SB 8:00 am   Mary Ann Tanty (Rosemary Burke) 
Saturday, December 19 
   SF 9:00 am    Evelyn C. Taylor (Family) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Vicky Leo  (Family)    
Sunday, December 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   SF 8:00 am   Carla Zandi Shamblen (Zandi Family) 

    SB 10:00 am  Robert McCann  (Tom & Patsy Arrowsmith) 
    OM 11:30 am Lena  & Bruno Cary (Family) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

December 14 - 18 TEAM 1:  
L. Hogue/ R. & J. Geis 

P. Pyle/ S. Carnes/ S. Brochetti 
We are in need of more housekeepers. 
Please consider giving a couple hours  

per month to help your church. 


