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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

 

As we begin this new church year, I would like to offer a refresher course: Before Vatican II, when 

Mass was in Latin, we did not get into the Bible as much as we do now. The readings did not 

change for the Sundays of the year or the weekdays. They were the same year after year. Since 

Vatican II, we use the Bible more. For Sundays, we go through a three-year cycle, with a reading 

from the Old Testament, the New Testament, and the Gospel. We have different readings for 

each of the Sunday cycles. For the weekdays cycle, we do much the same; except this is a two-

year cycle. Different readings for each of the days. This year for Sundays we are on cycle B and 

for Weekdays we are on cycle one.  This opens more of the Scripture to us. 

I like to look at the Mass in two ways. The first part I like to call the religion class. This is from the 

beginning of the mass till after the priest’s or deacon’s homily. This is where we learn how to apply the word of scripture to our 

daily living. In other words, God’s word is made present for today. The second part of the Mass is from the offertory to the 

end. This is where we are brought, through the actions of the priest, into the Upper Room where Jesus celebrated the First 

Mass with His Apostles. We hear Jesus saying the words of consecration again, this time, through the words of the priest. 

Jesus is present and Jesus again says to us “Take and eat; Take and drink.”  

Then, when Mass was concluded in Latin, the priest used to say “Ite Missa Est” – “Go the Mass is ended”. In Latin the 

message was “go, you are sent to live the Mass”. That is still the message of the Mass today. We are a sent to live the Mass 

after being fed by Jesus through word and sacrament. 

As we begin this season of Advent, in preparation for the coming Christmas season, we also look to the end times, not in fear, 

but as a reminder of our humanness and our desire to be with God. As always, Advent begins a new season in the Liturgical 

life of the church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

What does Isaiah have to say about us and our relationship with our Godin our first reading today?  These are strange words 

that Isaiah is saying: “Why do you let us wander, O Lord, from Your ways and harden our hearts so that we fear You not?” At 

first glance, it seems as if Isaiah is blaming our God, but he is not.  It sounds familiar though. Think of how often, when 

something goes wrong either with us or the world, our first reaction is to blame God. What gets each of us in trouble is the gift 

of free will that God has given to us.  Free will allows us to make choices that are either good or bad. We may ask ourselves, 

why did God not take away our free will? With the gift of free will, we have the possibility to love our God. Without the gift of 

free will, we cannot truly love. Love always has to be free and we see this in the life of Jesus in His public ministry. He loved 

both sinners and those who perceived Him as an enemy. As He said: “how many times I yearned to gather your children 

together, as a hen gathers her young under her wings.” (Matthew 23:37) 

Isaiah reminds us that we are an unfinished product and at the same time reminds us of our dependency upon God. “Yet, O 

Lord You are our Father; we are the clay and You the potter: 

we are all the work of Your hands.” We are that lump of clay 

thrown on the potter’s wheel. Then the potter begins to work 

on that lump of clay to bring out its beauty.  If he should make 

a mistake, he starts all over again until the product is finished 

as he sees it in his mind’s eye. We are that work in progress 

and it will not be finished until we walk into the light. 

As Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “Be watchful! Be alert!”  Let 

us then, on a regular basis, as we start our day ask the famous 

question: “What would Jesus do in this particular situation?” 

and at bedtime ask ourselves: “How did 

we answer the morning’s question?”  

Continue to be light to one another. 

God Bless,     Fr. Ray 
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,990 
November 15 ……...$ 4,667 
November 22 ……..…...TBA 

 

2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968 
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 34,704 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,288 
November 15.……..$ 1,892 
November 22 …...…….TBA 

 

2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846 
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 19,935 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    



UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women:  Meetings canceled until March 2021 
REP 1-7: Sunday, Jan 3rd @ 11:15 am - SB Social Ctr 
REP 8 -11: Sunday, Jan 10th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr 
Rosary Altar: Wed, Dec 9th @ 6:00 pm - Bradford Club 

Adult Bible Study: Weds, Dec 2nd @ 6:30 pm - Ritchie Hall 

K of C #403 : Tues, Dec 8th @ 7 pm - Parish Office 
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PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT 
 

SOUTHERN TIER CATHOLIC SCHOOL/  
ARCHBISHOP WALSH ACADEMY  

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

Sometimes marriage is like our computers. You learn a lot 
of information, but with time bugs and viruses can creep in. 
Things get messy and work slower. When all else fails try 
rebooting your relationship. Let go of old hurts and start 
from scratch with the same spouse. Programs like Marriage 
Encounter and Better Marriages can now be done online.  

New marriage preparation retreat option 

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie 
is happy to offer a new, completely online, community-
focused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021. 
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a 
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged 
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and 
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle 
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic 
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information, 
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a 
benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html. 

ST. FRANCIS HAND BELL CHOIR 

The Thanksgiving concert of the St. Francis 

Hand Bell Choir is now on-line. You can find 

it at YouTube - St. Francis Bell Choir,  

Bradford, PA     We hope you enjoy! 

SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN 
 

Your bulletin is paid for by our advertisers on the back page.  
Please consider purchasing an ad through LPi for you busi-
ness.  Contact Servaas Verbiest at sverbiest@4LPi.com or  

1-800-477-4574 x6630 for more information. 

WELCOME  

Baptism - November 15, 2020 

Graceynn Lilith Mayer 

 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR  
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
Thank you for your generous support last week for the col-
lection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development! 
Your contributions will support those on the margins who 
are living in poverty in the United States.  
Visit www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Confessions will be heard from 4:30 - 5:00 pm on Thursday, 
December 3rd for First Friday. Confessions are also heard 
on Saturdays following the 9:00 am Mass at St. Francis and 
from 4:30 - 5:00 pm before the St. Bernard Mass. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration  
after 8:00 am mass in St. Bernard church from 8:00 am until 
noon on First Friday, December 4th. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aJB-V8-KTW6tXiO_7vgTBFb26RQr4BwdspRLWWDspoKzoFL5aHsIgSZu7te1iHAxTLc7BcCwP7b4Rcr0ewSRtTjVBoEueVS_sdkxJsvhYcbRA3fyUZzQo67hrgcTTCF9ui1TYNKLYe9T3PoD1qnfVJSFe9ZdtBLO&c=v-QdqxPuuvMLmKOX5ijdzwjAlz77NvU2rhjd38O-CzKZ68P9PLfHcA==&ch=omKrv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aJB-V8-KTW6tXiO_7vgTBFb26RQr4BwdspRLWWDspoKzoFL5aHsIgSZu7te1iHAxTLc7BcCwP7b4Rcr0ewSRtTjVBoEueVS_sdkxJsvhYcbRA3fyUZzQo67hrgcTTCF9ui1TYNKLYe9T3PoD1qnfVJSFe9ZdtBLO&c=v-QdqxPuuvMLmKOX5ijdzwjAlz77NvU2rhjd38O-CzKZ68P9PLfHcA==&ch=omKrv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aJB-V8-KTW6tXiO_7vgTBFb26RQr4BwdspRLWWDspoKzoFL5aHsIgSZu7te1iHAxf8iArAl1Q-fJ4LZ7jRtUENl_PR5Bw5TerFO8pxu5CAk-m_S4F_9LzJbPYT61sHSay5xXgYanArzl5RcGUaP_7-EwykqDoup0IAt_sFmrnfaxCs-lqkvWPpdvhy2R-ylGMG46NXf-MoYQtQQODDpPqA==&c=v-QdqxPuu
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html
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Family Honor Webinars Available Online This Fall! 
Parents: need help speaking with your young child about 
‘the birds and bees’? Or, are you looking for tips on talking 
with your teen about purity, sex and, dating? Or, maybe 
you’ve heard about Pope St. John Paul II’s Theology of the 
Body, and you’d love for you and your teen to sit in on a talk 
together. Or you may just need some hope and encourage-
ment as a parent. Whatever your reasons, we invite you to 
sign up for one of Family Honor’s new Fall 2020 Webinars, 
which our Family Honor adult presenters will deliver live via 
Zoom! Some sessions are for parents only; others are for 
you and your teen or pre-teen to participate in together. 
There are lots of sessions to choose from and you can join 
us from the comfort of your home, no matter where you live! 
Research shows that a strong sense of parent-child 
'connectedness' is the most significant factor in reducing 
teen risk-taking behavior. We hope you'll take advantage of 
this terrific opportunity!  To register, go to: https://
familyhonor.org/programs/find-a-family-honor-program-near-
you/  Family Honor, created in 1988, provides a Catholic 
framework on the truth and meaning of sexuality, love, and 
family. Questions? Contact us at: 803.929.0858 or  in-
fo@familyhonor.org.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and 
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings 
from 11:15 am to 12:30 pm. Next class: Jan 3, 2021 
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020 
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sun-
day evenings from 5:45 - 7:15 pm. Next class: Jan 10, 2021 

Registration packets available in the parish office. A $5 per 
child late fee will be assessed due to the higher cost of ma-
terials ordered late. There are no REP classes held dur-
ing December. Catholic Charities 2020 Annual Appeal 

Throughout this pandemic, Catholic Charities agencies 
have remained open providing front-line care and emergen-
cy services wherever and whenever it’s needed. Additional-
ly, emergency financial support was extended to parishes 
for people in crisis around the diocese. To bridge a substan-
tial shortfall in funding needed to support those we are com-
mitted to serve, Catholic Charities has launched an Annual 
Appeal. Your support of Catholic Charities’ Annual Appeal is 
important to the continuation of our work. Donations may be 
made online at www.eriercd.org/charities or checks may be 
made payable to “Catholic Charities, Inc.” 429 East 
Grandview Boulevard, Erie, PA 16504. Thank you.  

#iGiveCatholic 
Please participate in the #iGiveCatholic giving day on De-
cember 1 to support our parishes.  
Visit https://erie.igivecatholic.org/ and search for St. Bernard 
or St. Francis to make a $25 or more gift. The Catholic 
Foundation of Northwest Pennsylvania is coordinating our 
participation in #iGiveCatholic and will be offering cash priz-
es! Help us win a prize! Prizes are listed here: https://
erie.igivecatholic.org/.  

 

CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Oplatki Christmas Wafers 
are now available in the  

Parish office for $3 per package of 4.  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
There are Christmas Flower envelopes in 
your December envelope packs. If you 
would like to honor a living or deceased 
family member or friend, write their 
name on the back of the envelope, in-
clude your donation and drop it into the collection basket 
anytime or bring it to the Parish Office. If you do not re-
ceive envelopes,  put your name & phone number on a 
small plain envelope and list your names to be remem-
bered on the back.  Either way make sure to note living 
(L) or deceased (D) for each name.  

These remembrance requests are due 
in to the office by Friday, December 4, 
2020. Remembrance sheets with these 
names will be with the December 20th 
bulletin.  

ST. BERNARD 
LECTORS, ALTAR SERVERS  
& EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULING 
The office is working on the ministers’ schedule for the St. 
Bernard special masses over Christmas and New Year.   
 

     ~  Dec 24th @ 5:30 pm & 8:00 pm   

~  Dec 25th @ 10:00 am        ~  Jan 1st @ 10:00 am  
 

If you have a specific mass you can serve please let 
the office know ASAP or sign up in the sacristry.   
 

St. Francis & OMPH ministers will be scheduled by  
Craig Cuthbertson and Mike Kozminski respectively. 

https://familyhonor.org/programs/find-a-family-honor-program-near-you/
https://familyhonor.org/programs/find-a-family-honor-program-near-you/
https://familyhonor.org/programs/find-a-family-honor-program-near-you/
mailto:info@familyhonor.org
mailto:info@familyhonor.org
https://www.eriercd.org/Catholic-Charities-2020-Annual-Appeal.html
http://www.eriercd.org/charities
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)         
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 

Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:15 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Making changes is easy! 
You can even generate a tax report at year end.  Visit the 
website today! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director        Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 



MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES DEC 5 -  6 

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Stephanie Frederick  
EM:  Tammy Black 
Servers:  Liam & Grace Frasier 

Sunday - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:  Joyce Schaming 

 EM:  Candy Tingley 
 Servers:  VOLUNTEER 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Tom Dalton 
EM:  Beth Mongillo 
Servers:  Owen Manion/Eliana Kane 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

November 30 -  December 4 TEAM 3:  
T. Maduri/ A. Campogiani 

T. Orris/ B. Geisler/ T. Rounsville 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Nov 29 - Rev. Joseph Kalinowski  
Mon, Nov 30 - Rev. Msgr. A. Kriegel 
Tues, Dec 1 - Rev. John J. Murphy 
Wed, Dec 2 - Rev. David M. Renne 
Thurs, Dec 3 - Rev. Msgr. Joseph V. Wardanski 
Fri, Dec 4 - Rev. Paul S. Siebert 
Sat, Dec 5 - Rev. Richard C. Tomasone 

Readings for Week November 29, 2020 
 

Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16,  
 18-19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 
Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/ 
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 
 Mt 5:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 9-21,  
 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/ 
 Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2,  
 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14        
  [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb 
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Kathy Bryant, 
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero, 
Annie Champagne, Dorothy Chohrach, Dick Clark, Billie 
Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise 
Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Virginia Frigo, 
Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody 
Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, 
Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley Lerch, Paula Louk, Jude Luke, 
Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, 
Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, 
Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley,  Matthew Whelan, 
Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa 
Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 

  Monday, November 30 

   SB 8:00 am    All Parishioners  
   SF 9:00 am  Joyce Burgess (Family) 
Tuesday, December 1 
   SF 9:00 am    Dennis Bauer (Lucille Bauer) 
Wednesday,  December 2 
   SB 8:00 am    Elvira Pascarella (Family) 
Thursday, December 3 
   SB 8:00 am    Carolyn & Edward Fabic (Family) 
   SF 9:00 am   Lois Romanelli (George & Pat Pascarella)  
 [SB - Confessions 4:30 to 5:00 pm] 

December 4 - First Friday 
   SB 8:00 am    Joseph Cavallaro (Family) 
 [SB - Adoration until noon] 
Saturday, December 5 
   SF 9:00 am    Pat & Mike Pehonsky (Pehonsky Family) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Daniel Ward (Family) 
Sunday, December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent 
   SF 8:00 am    William Bottorf (Family) 

    SB 10:00 am  Living &Deceased Members of Smith,  
   Mongillo & White Families (Beth Mongillo) 

   OM 11:30 am  Charmaine Viola (Joyce Schaming) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 


