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As we find ourselves in the second Sunday in November, we already celebrated the feast of all
saints and on the second day of November we remembered all of our deceased family members
and friends who have been a part of our lives. We also selected a president. As we remember the
past, we also look to the future. We look to the past because we cannot change it, but we must
learn from it, so that we do not make the same mistakes as we move forward. We look to the
future with fear and trepidation because we do not know what lies ahead. So, the key is to live in
the present; for it is in the present that we find our future direction.
Let us look now at the parable of the ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were wise and five of them were foolish. Both sets knew the bridegroom
was coming, but did not know the time. Both were set in the present moment, but with different results. The five wise took
stock in the situation looking at all angles and possibilities and took extra oil. The five foolish virgins, likewise took stock but
did not prepare for any variables, so they had no extra oil. Thus, they paid for their mistake. The five wise virgins lived in the
present moment and achieved success because they had the vision to see beyond themselves.
I would like to share with you someone, who like the five wise virgins, had the vision to see beyond themselves. The person is
Maya Angelou and she says this for our reflection, “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what
you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”
So then, like the wise virgins and May Angelou, may we continue to have the vision to see beyond ourselves and keep our
focus on Jesus as we journey through life and live in the present moment.
God Bless, Fr. Ray

Please join us in wishing Msgr. Richard J.
Stack a very Happy 90th Birthday
on November 10th.
His address for cards and well-wishes is:
St. Marys Home 607 East 26th St. Erie, PA 16504

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,990
November 1 ……...$ 7,360
2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 33,219
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,288
November 1.……..$ 2,360
2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 18,955
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS

Please write separate checks for each
different type of donation:
CSA, candles, fuel, 2nd collections,
masses and any other. These collections
are processed separately.
Regular offertory donations can be combined into one
check & 1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly.
You do not need to return every week’s envelope with
your check when combining weeks.
Make your signed checks out to the parish on your envelope and note purpose in the memo section.
Mass checks should be made out to the church where the
mass is to be said. Do NOT make any checks out to
OMPH. OMPH is part of St. Francis and we have no bank
account for OMPH. Thank You!

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: Tues, Nov 10th - Board @ 6 pm/
Meeting @ 6:30 pm - Fr. Gallina Social Center
REP 1-7: Sunday, Nov 15th @ 11:15 am - SB Social Ctr
REP 8 -11: Sunday, Nov 8th @ 5:45 pm - SB Social Ctr
Rosary Altar: Thurs, Nov 12th @ 6:30 pm - Fr. Ritchie Hall
Adult Bible Study: Weds, Nov 11th @ 6:30 pm - Ritchie Hall
K of C #403 : Tues, Nov 10th @ 7 pm - SB Office

New marriage preparation retreat option

The Marriage and Family Life Office of the Diocese of Erie
is happy to offer a new, completely online, communityfocused option for marriage preparation beginning in 2021.
The Mentor-Cohort option takes place over four weeks in a
small group with one or two mentor couples and engaged
couples. It includes private time for couples to discuss and
grow, space in a small community to process and wrestle
with significant themes, and direct instruction from Dynamic
Catholic’s Better Together program. For more information,
dates and a profile of couples for whom this would be a
benefit, please see the attached flier or visit https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/mentor-cohort.html.

FAMILY LIFE

The bridesmaids in today’s gospel were considered ‘foolish’
because they let their lamps go out. Don’t be foolish. Pay
attention to the small acts necessary to keep the flame alive
in all your relationships.

The Peace and Love of God

After a very long and boring homily the parishioners filed out
of the church saying nothing to the pastor. Towards the end
of the line was a thoughtful person who always commented
on the homilies.
“Father, today your homily reminded me of the peace and
love of God!”
The pastor was thrilled. “No one has ever said anything like
that about my preaching before. Why did it remind you?”
“Well, it reminded me of the peace of God because it surpassed all understanding, and the love of God because it
endured forever!”

2021 MASS BOOK IS OPEN
New request forms are available in the back of each
church or the parish office. This year the form is like an
order form where you have the opportunity to request multiple mass intentions all on one page. Pay close attention
to the unavailable dates at the top and be sure to put your
name and phone number on it. MAKE SURE TO NOTE
THE CHURCH OF CHOICE and make your checks out
to the same church. If you have masses for both churches write 2 separate checks. Return your order form with
payment to the office or in the Sunday collection. Do not
include your mass donation in the same check or envelope with your offering. You will be notified if your request
cannot be filled. Order forms must be completed before
bringing them in the office. You will not be able to sit in the
office to fill them out - drop off only.

You must fill out a request form this year
(unless you have masses on record to be said)

Only if you have masses on record to be said, can you call
to schedule or you can fill out a form and note these
masses were previously purchased. No other phone calls
will be taken for scheduling.
Thank you for your cooperation!
Get resources and suggestions
for your family at the Diocese of
Erie’s family website,
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm. At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!

CANDLE LIGHTING
St. Francis/OMPH candles are $3 each. Please
use only 1 envelope - you can write multiple
names on it anywhere. St. Bernard candles are
$3 for the large one and 50 cents for the smaller
one. Put money in canister near candles.

MARSHALL INSURANCES SERVICES, INC
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT
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MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Hopefully you are both healthy, but just suppose your
spouse approached you today and said, “The doctor said I
only have a year to live.” Share your feelings about this
news. Then talk about how you would spend this next year if
it were true. Can you do one of the actions this year?
Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments
November is National Homeless Youth Awareness Month:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

REP classes began October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 and
meet at the Father Gallina Social Hall on Sunday mornings
from 11:15 am to 12:30 pm. Next class: Nov 1, 2020
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 began October 25, 2020 and
also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sunday
evenings from 5:45 pm - 7:15 pm. Next class: Nov 8, 2020
Registration packets are available in the parish office and
the back of the churches. A $5 per child late fee will be
assessed due to the higher cost of materials ordered late.
There are no REP classes held during December.
LOOK WHAT OUR REP STUDENTS HAVE DONE!
You can see the real thing in the Father Leo J.
Gallina Social Center. The leaves are personalized with the student’s names.

REP - SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING

Our Religious Education/Formation program is mandated by
the Bishops of the United States to provide Safe environment training to all students annually. The training will take
place sometime during the 2020-2021 catechetical year. If
you DO NOT want your child/children to participate
please contact the REP Coordinator, Mrs. Kim VanHorn,
in writing to PO Box 2394 and your child/children will
be withheld from the program when it is presented.

We consider our homes to be safe places for our children,
but up to 2.5 million US youth experience homelessness
every year. 50,000 youth sleep on the streets for six months
or more each year. One of the main causes of youth homelessness is family instability, which includes child abuse
and/or neglect, domestic violence, parental substance
abuse and family conflict. The website of the National Child
Traumatic Stress Network (www.nctsn.org) offers information on a range of child safety topics. Visit https://
www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ for additional resources on
recognizing and reporting suspected child abuse.
DID YOU SEE?
St. Bernard’s new handicap ramp is open for use! A
huge THANK YOU to Bob and Nick of Cummins Construction Company for our new updated and safer handicap ramp.
Family Honor Webinars Available Online This Fall!
Parents: need help speaking with your young child about
‘the birds and bees’? Or, are you looking for tips on talking
with your teen about purity, sex and, dating? Or, maybe
you’ve heard about Pope St. John Paul II’s Theology of the
Body, and you’d love for you and your teen to sit in on a talk
together. Or you may just need some hope and encouragement as a parent. Whatever your reasons, we invite you to
sign up for one of Family Honor’s new Fall 2020 Webinars,
which our Family Honor adult presenters will deliver live via
Zoom! Some sessions are for parents only; others are for
you and your teen or pre-teen to participate in together.
There are lots of sessions to choose from and you can join
us from the comfort of your home, no matter where you live!
Research shows that a strong sense of parent-child
'connectedness' is the most significant factor in reducing
teen risk-taking behavior. We hope you'll take advantage of
this terrific opportunity! To register, go to: https://
familyhonor.org/programs/find-a-family-honor-program-nearyou/ Family Honor, created in 1988, provides a Catholic
framework on the truth and meaning of sexuality, love, and
family. Questions? Contact us at: 803.929.0858 or info@familyhonor.org.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Are we takers or are we givers? What is a taker? It is a person who wants
to hoard things so much because it gives that person a sense of security, it
seems to identify the person and without the stuff they appear to have no
identity. It is much like a person who has recently retired from work, without knowing it his/her going to work has seemed to define him/her as a
person. Without a job that person has no identity or reason to get out of
bed.
The giver is one who has possessions but those possessions neither control the person or define the person. This person seems themselves as a
child of God and is grateful for all that God has given them. That person
will use the goods that he/she has for the good of all.
So, let us remember we cannot take it with us; so, let us share with others.
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PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Now OPEN through lunch hour)
Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
Lisa Kuret, Administrative Assistant
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 11:15 am every other Sunday morning
at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
every other Sunday evening
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
For more info call the parish office 362-6825
Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web
site for on-line giving, to sign up and begin contributing to St. Bernard in this convenient way.
⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make
donations to our parish. You have complete control of
amounts and withdrawal dates. Making changes is easy!
You can even generate a tax report at year end. Visit the
website today!

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.

Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Music Director
Kathy O’Mara
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES NOV 14 - 15

St. Bernard weekday masses are in the church
Monday, November 9
SB 8:00 am All Parishioners
SF 9:00 am William Bowler (BCCHS Class of 1967)
Tuesday, November 10
SF 9:00 am Nicholas Pingie Family (Estate)
Wednesday, November 11
SB 8:00 am Stephen Scott Ruth (Fred & Brenda Ruth)
Thursday, November 12
SB 8:00 am Genevieve Patterson (Ron & Molly Kloss)
SF 9:00 am Steve Hvizdzak, Jr. (Mary Murphy)
November 13
SB 8:00 am Ottario Vigliotti (Toni & Jim Bloomquist)
Saturday, November 14
SF 9:00 am Kenneth & Trudie Luke (ApplegateMcGriff Girls)
SB 5:15 pm Merritt DeStevens (Lisa Zurat)
Sunday, November 15
SF 8:00 am Mary Brzenski (Family)
SB 10:00 am Nita & Lugie DeFrank (Gene & Helen
DeFrank)
OM 11:30 am Henry & Rose Vecellio (Family)
(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Mary Anne Stauffer
EM: Tim VanHorn
Servers: Aliya, Emma & Laryssa Webster
Sunday - SF 8:00 am
Lector: Mike Kozminski
EM: Dawn Kozminski
Servers: VOLUNTEER
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Rhett Kennedy
EM: Beth Mongillo
Servers: Ward & Rhys Kennedy
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Linda Cox
EM: Carol Vinca
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: No visits until further notice

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Nov 8 - Very Rev. Christopher M. Barnes, V.F.
Mon, Nov 9 - Rev. Joseph R. Czarkowski
Tues, Nov 10 - Rev. Msgr. Gerald L. Orbanek
Wed, Nov 11 - Rev. Msgr. Richard G. Mayer
Thurs, Nov 12 - Rev. Chris M. Hamlett
Fri, Nov 13 - Very Rev. Ross R. Miceli, V.F.
Sat, Nov 14 - Rev. Peter Pierjok, O.S.B.

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
November 9 - 13
TEAM 4:
M. Block/B. Spadafore/G. Ulyan
A. Frombach/P. Fisher/D. Zeher

Readings for Week November 8, 2020
Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [2b]/
1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13
Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/
1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and
23, 27 and 29 [39a]/Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5,
6 [1]/Lk 17:11-19
Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/
Lk 17:20-25
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8
Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
[cf. 1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth Behan, Barb
Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara Boser, Kathy Bryant,
Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Dominic “Frank” Cavallero,
Annie Champagne, Dorothy Chohrach, Dick Clark, Billie
Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise
Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Virginia Frigo,
Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody
Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan,
Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Craig Kloss, Mason
LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Shirley Lerch, Paula Louk, Jude
Luke, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe
Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John
Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel,
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs,
Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, Matthew
Whelan, Beckett Whitney, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford,
Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.

