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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

Have you ever thought of yourself as a vineyard?  In Isaiah’s reading and in the Gospel of Saint 

Matthew for today, Jesus tells stories about the vineyard. They seem to parallel one another with 

the same message. What is that message? Simply put: By your fruits you shall be known, or by 

your actions you shall be known. 
 

Let us look at the first reading, Isaiah speaking for God is simply telling the people that they are 

not listening to Him. God has done everything for them and they do not listen. The people are the 

wild grapes. No matter what God does for them, they still do not listen. So now God will hold 

them accountable for their actions or lack of actions. That is symbolized by tearing down the 

hedge around the vineyard and letting it grow wild. 
 

Let us now look at the Gospel. In this story that Jesus tells, the landowner is God, the tenants are the people of Israel and us. 

The landowner did everything right, but the tenants got greedy and wanted everything for themselves. At the proper time, the 

landowner (God) sent his servants to collect the goods, but they mistreated the servants that were sent. The tenants refused 

to listen to the servants of the landowners and did horrible things to them, even killing some of them. The servants represent 

the prophets that God sent to His people. 
 

Now comes the high point of the story: the landowner sends his son to them, thinking “they will respect my son.” But the evil 

thinking of the tenants prevailed: “Come let us kill him and acquire his inheritance” and so they did. They took him outside of 

the confines of the vineyard and killed him. The Son is Jesus and the confines of the vineyard are the walls of Jerusalem. 
 

At times it is hard to listen to the truth. We prefer our individual version of the “truth” because it either sounds good or seems 

to suit our pleasure. Our God continues to send people into our lives to remind us of His truth and we have a choice to listen 

or not to listen. God always offers, but it is us who have to respond. He offers the truth, but because of the free will He gave to 

us, like the tenants in the story, we have the opportunity to reject God’s way. Thus, we pay the consequence for our actions. 
 

As an aside - as we get closer to the election of our president, let us take care to act in a civil manner with both kindness and 

respect. Somehow, we have lost respect for differing opinions, for each other as human beings, and for other’s properties. 

What have we become? Again, I ask you to listen to the issues and not get trapped in the name calling and personality 

differences. It does a disservice to our country and our God. 
 

On a happier note, I want to wish the Saint Francis 

Parishioners a Happy Feast Day. Today, October 4th, is the 

Feast of Saint Francis. A special shout out to Fr. Dominic 

Monti, OFM on this the feast day of his order, along with all 

those who follow the way of Saint Francis.  

God Bless,  

 OCTOBER 4, 2020 

Fr. Ray 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,713 
September 27 ……...$ 6,471 

 

2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968 
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 31,019 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,096 
September 27.……..$ 2,322 

 

2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846 
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 17,755 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

The first night, we will review the 3 sessions that happened 

before Covid-19 hit.  The remaining 7 sessions will be cov-

ered each Wednesday evenings @ 6:30 PM (except No-

vember 25th) in Fr. Richie Hall at St. Francis, where we can 

socially distance, with a finish date of December 16th. 

PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST WEAR A MASK!! 

Contact the parish office or Mike Kozminski if  

you have any questions. 

NEW BIBLE STUDY 

Re-Starts October 21st @ 6:30 pm 
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FAMILY LIFE 
In today’s gospel Jesus asked, “What is your opinion?”  We 
sometimes think our opinion is dogma or fact, when an 
opinion is only how we perceive a situation or how we feel 
about something.  Arguments over opinions often cause 
great divides in families. Tread lightly on the opinions of 
others; the heart you break may be your own.  

 
 

 
 

HOLLENBECK-CAHILL FUNERAL HOMES 
 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT 

NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have 
concerns about any of the church facilities.  We do not own 
the Antonian Hall in Lewis Run or the school on West 
Washington St.  Thank you.  

CATHOLIC WOMEN 
October’s meeting will be held on 
October 13, 2020 at the Fr. Leo 
J. Gallina Social Center at 6:30 
pm. The board will meet at 6 pm. 
Please wear a mask and know 
that there will be social distancing 
seating. There will be no hostess 
table but you may bring a person-
al snack if you desire. The theme 
for the evening is BE Positive Atti-
tudes. Old and new (over 18) 
members are encouraged to join us for an evening of fel-
lowship. Call Teri Everett 412-400-0544 with any questions. 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 

"You say, 'The Lord's way is not fair.'" (Ezekiel 18: 25) It's 
tempting these days to say, "Life is not fair!" Innocent peo-
ple are dying of the coronavirus. Rich people often do not 
pay their fair share of taxes, etc. Marriage is also some-
times unfair. One partner gives more than the other. You 
may not be able to magically make the world fair, but you 
can do one unnecessary kindness for your beloved today.  

CWC will again be making Apple Pies! 

PRE-ORDER ONLY  
 

Call Judy Keenan at 1-651-440-0355 (cell phone) with your 
name, phone number and number of pies you want to or-
der.  Last year our pie sale proceeds were used for re-
plating the gold on the Easter candle holder.  Please call 
by October 17th to reserve your pies.  Thank you.  

The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meets the 2nd Tuesday each month at 7:00 
pm in the parish office building.  

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

All Council members are urged to attend  
and new members are most welcome. 

A Family Rosary Celebrating October as the Month of 
Prayer will be held on October 7th at 7:00 pm in St. Ber-
nard Church. Four Mysteries will be recited. Everyone 
is welcome to come and pray. You do not have to re-

main seated and can leave at any time. 

DIVORCED?  
 

The Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide (CDSG) 12-week 
group will be held online beginning this October 14. The 12 
weeks will be split for winter holidays, running on Wednes-
days from October 14, 2020 to November 18, 2020 and fin-
ishing on Wednesdays from January 13 – February 17. All 
sessions will take place from 6:30-8:00p.m. A link to join the 
online video conference will be sent to participants when 
they register. Cost of $20 per person includes “Personal 
Survival Guide” and all materials for 12 weeks.  Find com-
fort and counsel consistent with Catholic teachings.  Call the 
Family Life Office, (814)824-1265, email  
familylife@eriercd.org or visit www.eriercd.org/cdsg.htm for 
more information or to register.   

50+ Club News 
For the health and well-being of our members, 
the 50+ Club will not be meeting until further no-
tice due to the Covid – 19 pandemic. 

We want to thank everyone from all three parishes who do-
nated goods, helped with setup and tear down. The annual 
rummage sale was a HUGE success!   

 ~St. Francis Rosary Altar Society 

https://www.eriercd.org/DIVORCED-.html
http://www.eriercd.org/cdsg.htm
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Who Was Saint Francis of Assisi? 

Born in Italy circa 1181, Saint Francis of Assisi 

was renowned for drinking and partying in his 

youth. After fighting in a battle between As-

sisi and Perugia, Francis was captured and imprisoned for ransom. He spent nearly a year in 

prison — awaiting his father's payment — and, according to legend, began receiving visions from 

God. After his release from prison, Francis heard the voice of Christ, who told him to repair 

the Christian Church and live a life of poverty. Consequently, he abandoned his life of luxury 

and became a devotee of the faith, his reputation spreading all over the Christian world.  

Later in life, Francis reportedly received a vision that left him with the stigmata of Christ — 

marks resembling the wounds Jesus Christ suffered when he was crucified — making Francis the 

first person to receive such holy wounds. He was canonized as a saint on July 16, 1228. Dur-

ing his life he also developed a deep love of nature and animals and is known as the patron 

saint of the environment and animals; his life and words have had a lasting resonance with mil-

lions of followers across the globe. Each October, many animals the world over are blessed on 

his feast day. Today, Saint Francis of Assisi is the patron saint for ecologists — a title honor-

ing his boundless love for animals and nature. 



 

Get resources and suggestions 
for your family at the Diocese of 
E r i e ’ s  f a m i l y  w e b s i t e , 

www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  At the Diocese of Erie, fami-
lies always matter! Go Families!  

 January 19, 2020  October 4, 2020 

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR REP 
Please call the Parish office 362-6825 if you are interested 
in ministering to students in our Religious Education Pro-
gram. A few hours per month will make a huge difference! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
REP classes will begin October 4, 2020 for grades 1 - 7 
and meet at the Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall on Sunday 
mornings from 11:15 am to 12:30 pm. 
REP classes for grades 8 - 11 will begin October 25, 2020 
and also meet at Father Leo J. Gallina Social Hall Sun-
day evenings from 5:45 pm - 7:15 pm.  
Registration packets are available in the parish office and 
the back of the churches.  Please be sure to take the appro-
priate grade packet. They are labeled for grades 1 - 7 or  
8 - 11. 
REP Coordinator Kim VanHorn will be in the parish office  
on Wednesdays and Fridays from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm dur-
ing the month of September to answer questions and hand 
out forms.   (Correction above in Bold) 

RCIA CLASSES 
Anyone interested in 
becoming Catholic or 
learning more about 
the Catholic Faith is 
invited to attend the 
RCIA classes begin-
ning at the end of Sep-
tember.  Please con-
tact the office at 362-
6825 to register or for 
more information. 

REP - SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING 
Our Religious Education/Formation program is mandated by 
the Bishops of the United States to provide Safe environ-
ment training to all students annually.  The training will take 
place sometime during the 2020-2021 catechetical year.  If 
you DO NOT want your child/children to participate 
please contact the REP Coordinator, Mrs. Kim VanHorn, 
in writing to PO Box 2394 and your child/children will 
be withheld from the program when it is presented. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
The parish office is looking for a Christian part-time admin-
istrative assistant. This is a 20-25 hour/week, Monday 
through Friday, position. Applicant must be detail-oriented, 
have great organizational skills, neat handwriting and be 
proficient with Microsoft Office. Resumes with cover let-
ters will be accepted until October 8th by mail to PO 
Box 2394 or email to sbchurch@atlanticbb.net 

2021 MASS BOOK OPENS  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15th  

 

New request forms are available in the back of each 
church or the parish office. This year the form is like an 
order form where you have the opportunity to request mul-
tiple mass intentions all on one page.  Pay close attention 
to the unavailable dates at the top and be sure to put your 
name and phone number on it.  MAKE SURE TO NOTE 
THE CHURCH OF CHOICE and make your checks out 
to the same church. If you have masses for both church-
es write 2 separate checks. Return your order form with 
payment to the office or in the Sunday collection. Do not 
include your mass donation in the same check or enve-
lope with your offering. You will be notified if your request 
cannot be filled. 

You must fill out a request form this year 
(unless you have masses on record to be said)  

Only if you have masses on record to be said, can you call 
to schedule or you can fill out a form and note these 
masses were previously purchased. No other phone calls 
will be taken for scheduling. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm  
(Closed for lunch 12;30 - 1:45 pm)         

Ms. Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  The Bradford Catholic 
Community Religious Education program meets at 
follows:  
Grades 1-7, 11:15 am every other Sunday morning 

at St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm  

every other Sunday evening  
at Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center 

For more info call the parish office 362-6825 

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting to St. Bernard in this convenient way.  
 

⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts 
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make 
donations to our parish. You have complete control of 
amounts and withdrawal dates. Making changes is easy! 
You can even generate a tax report at year end.  Visit the 
website today! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director        Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis        Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir        Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers        Parish Office  
Liturgy                           Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  
Telephone Prayer Chain  Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear 
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the 
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered 
and active participation needs to be considered 
before marriage. 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.  
Please call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call 
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the 
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.  
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, 
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular 
basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 



MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES OCT 10 - 11 

Saturday - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer  
EM:  Kim VanHorn 
Servers:  Aliya, Emma, Laryssa Webster 

Sunday - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 

 EM:  Chris Pehonsky 
 Servers:  VOLUNTEER 
        SB 10:00 am  

Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Pat Pascarella 
Servers:  Daniel Marasco/VOLUNTEER 
        OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  Linda Cox 
EM:  Carol Vinca 
Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 

:  No visits until further notice 

MASS INTENTIONS   

 St. Bernard weekday masses  
will be held in the church 

 

Monday, October 5 
    SB 8:00 am  All Parishioners 
    SF 9:00 am  Steve Kriz (Elnora Morgan) 
Tuesday, October 6 
   SF 9:00 am    Steve Hvizdzak (Mary Murphy) 
Wednesday,  October 7 
   SB 8:00 am    Pat & Geraldine Grego (Family) 
Thursday, October 8 
   SB 8:00 am  Ralph Mongillo (Family) 
   SF 9:00 am  Rita Verolini (Billie Cummins) 

October 9 
   SB 8:00 am    Living & Deceased Members of the  
   Black Family (Family) 
Saturday, October 10 
   SF 9:00 am    Mary Rose Cuiffini (Quenton & Julie  
   DeGolier) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Donald & Joan Bailey (Darcy & Kris Goll) 
Sunday, October 11 
    SF 8:00 am   Bill Wilson (Julie Wilson & Family) 

    SB 10:00 am  Pierre Gregg (Jackie Gregg) 
   OM 11:30 am  Mary Cuthbertson (David Nuzzo) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass  
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass) 

 

St. Francis/OMPH Sanctuary Candle is  
in memory of Charmaine Viola 

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS 

October 5 - Oct 9 TEAM 3:  
T. Maduri/T. Orris/B. Geisler 
A. Campogiani/T. Rounsville 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests  

Sun, Oct 4 - Rev. Jason R. Feigh  
Mon, Oct 5 - Rev. Gregory P. Passauer 
Tues, Oct 6 - Rev. Jeffery J. Noble 
Wed, Oct 7 -  Rev. David Whiteford 
Thurs, Oct 8 - Rev. Jeffrey J. Lucas  
Fri, Oct 9 - Rev. Richard Tomasone 
Sat, Oct 10 - Rev. Msgr. John J. Herbein 

Readings for Week October 4, 2020 
 

Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/ 
 Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 
Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/ 
 Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11,  
 12-13, 14-15 [3]/Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc,  
 13-14 [13]/Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2,  
 3-4ab, 4c-6, 10-11 [11]/ Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 
 125, 130 [135]/Lk 10:17-24 
Next Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 
 [Is 5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara 
Boser, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi 
Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick Clark, Billie 

Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Sandy 
DeGolier, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson 
Feldman, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry, 
Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig 
Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill 
Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara 
Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou 
Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, 
Larry Smith, Jr., Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley,  
Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa 
Zurat 
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 


