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As we listen to today’s Gospel about Jesus and the Canaanite woman, what do we truly see? In the story she is not even
named, only given the title, Canaanite woman. Could this be conceived as a put down because she was not a Jew or possibly
because she was a woman? The culture of the time would not allow a woman to speak in public unless her husband was with
her.
What I see is the tenacity and the faith of the woman and the test, as it were, that Jesus put her through. Some may see
Jesus ignoring her because He did not respond when she cried out to Him. Was this because she was not Jewish? The
disciples asked Him to send her away but His response to them was: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
This might indicate something negative was going on in Jesus, but was it really as it seemed?

The woman is not rebuffed. She does not let down her guard but continues to plea with Jesus. She is determined for two
reasons - her love for her daughter and she knows and believes in her heart that Jesus is the only one that can heal her
daughter.
I love the friendly banter between Jesus and the woman. She says, “Lord help me.” Jesus responds: “It is not right to take the
food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” She responds: “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the
table of their masters.” I bet the apostles and those in hearing distance mouths must have dropped. I don’t think they were
expecting her to answer but go home quietly. She stood her ground before Jesus. Jesus was pleased that she hung in there
and said to her: “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
The crowds with Jesus, including His apostles must have been surprised by His response.
Remember the disciples wanted Jesus to send her away because she was a bother. Jesus
was showing them not only the greatness of her faith, but that it did not matter who you were if
you had faith.
With that in mind, please take time to reflect on these words from Roger and Hammerstein’s
song:
“You’ll Never Walk Alone”
When you walk through a storm
And the sweet song of a lark.
Hold your head up high
Walk on, walk on
And don’t be afraid of the dark.
With hope in your heart
At the end of the storm
And you’ll never walk alone
Is a golden sky
You’ll never walk alone.
During our life, we may encounter bumps and bruises, but like the Canaanite woman we cannot give up hope. If we keep the
faith our prayers will be answered.
God Bless, Fr. Ray

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 5,713
August 9 ……...$ 6,832
2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 28,516
Many thanks for your cards, gifts,
prayers and well-wishes for my birthday! I truly appreciate that you took
the time to acknowledge my birthday!
God bless each of you - Fr. Ray

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,096
August 9 ……..$ 1,825
2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 16,270
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS
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CONFIRMATION

FIRST COMMUNION DATE SET

First Communion for 3rd graders (during last school year)
will be held on Sunday, August 30th at St. Bernard church
at 12:00 pm. Confession and practice will be held Saturday, August 29th at St. Bernard church from 10 – 11 am.
THERE WILL BE A COMMUNION
CLASS FOR ALL PARTICIPATING
STUDENTS ON SUNDAY, AUGUST
23RD FROM 9:00 AM TO 10:00 AM IN
FR. GALLINA SOCIAL CENTER.

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
"For my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples." (Isaiah 56: 7) It is good to pray and be a person of
faith, BUT married couples don't always share the same
faith or pray the same way. Even if you are of the same
faith, ask each other how they describe God, what they really believe, or how they pray. You can be different but still
united.

Get resources and suggestions
for your family at the Diocese of
Erie’s family website,
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm. At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!

An atheist was spending a quiet day fishing when suddenly
his boat was attacked by the Loch Ness monster. In one
easy flip, the beast tossed him and his boat high into the
air. Then it opened its mouth to swallow both.

Today the Bradford Catholic Community
will have a Confirmation celebration during the 10:00 am mass at St. Bernard
church. Please keep our confirmation students in your thoughts and prayers as they
receive their sacrament.

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR REP

Please call the Parish office 362-6825 if you are interested
in ministering to students in our Religious Education Program. A few hours per month will make a huge difference!

CATHOLIC WOMEN

There will be a “Gathering” (not a
formal meeting) on September 8,
2020 at the Fr. Leo J. Gallina Social Center at 6:30 pm. Please
wear a mask and know that there
will be social distancing seating.
Come PRAY, REJOICE, & REJUVENATE! Call Teri Everett 412400-0544 with any questions.

FAMILY LIFE

The mother in today’s gospel persisted, even when she was
ignored and insulted. She would do whatever was necessary to bring relief to her child. Parenting is more than
bringing life into the world; it is also about sacrificing daily
for your children.

The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

meets each month at 7:00 pm in the
rectory/office building across from
St. Bernard Church
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.
All Council members are urged to attend
and new members are most welcome.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 at 7:00 pm

As the man sailed head over heels, he cried out, “Oh, my
God! Help me!”
At once, everything froze in place and, as the atheist hung
in mid-air, a booming voice came down from the clouds, “I
thought you didn’t believe in me?”
“Come on, God, gimme a break!” the man pleaded. “Two
minutes ago, I didn’t believe in the Loch Ness monster either!”

VALLEY VIEW DENTAL
PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT

August 16, 2020

Voting By Mail

For those interested in voting by mail in November, it is really quite simple. You apply for a “Mail-in Ballot Application”
by contacting the McKean County “Mail-in Ballot Office” either by calling (814)887-3203 or by going online at
www.votespa.com. The office will then send you the Registration form to complete and return, after which you will receive your ballot. The completed ballot can then be
mailed back at any time before the deadline, or physically delivered to the Commissioner's Office at the
courthouse in Smethport.
On Monday, August 10, 2020 during the 8
am Mass, Hannah Buchert received her
First Holy Communion. She is here visiting
her grandmother, Holly Puglio. She and
her parents, Kimberly and Kevin Buchert,
live in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
Please write separate checks for
each different type of donation:
CSA, candles, 2nd collections and any
other. These collections are processed
separately.
Regular offertory donations can be combined into one
check & 1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly.
You do not need to mail/give every week’s envelope
with your check when combining weeks.
Make your signed checks out to the parish on your envelope and note purpose in the memo section.
Mass checks should be made out to the church where the
mass is to be said.

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.
NOTE:

Please do not open emails or texts that indicate they are
from Fr. Ray. He does not text the parishioners and
doesn't have your emails. This is the work of a scammer!

Blessing of Those Who are Homebound
Lord, our God, You have given these Your faithful the grace
to maintain their hope in You through all life’s changes and
to taste and see Your goodness. We bless You for the gifts
You have showered on them. We ask that they may find joy
in a renewed strength of spirit, that they may have good
health, and that they may inspire us by the example of their
serene way of life. We ask this through Christ our Lord,
Amen.
- Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

McCarthy’s Emporium
124 North Union Street
Olean, New York
1-716-373-7407

They have a large variety of gift items for all the
sacraments, as well as Baptism and First Communion
dresses & veils, cards for clergy,
as well as many other religious items.
Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis
at the time of your purchase and they will donate
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church.
NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have
concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.
CONGRATULATIONS
TO CHRISTIAN PETERSON
The son of Thomas and Vicky Peterson,
received the rank of Eagle Scout on
Sunday, August 9th.
Heartfelt congratulations from myself
and the St. Bernard Parish go out to
him and his parents.
I also want to thank his parents, scout
leaders and mentor, who helped him
reach this outstanding goal.

Fr. Ray

Have You Registered for Census 2020?

If you have yet to be contacted to register for PA
Census 2020 and would like to make sure you are
counted, you may do so very quickly and simply in
one of these two ways: 1. Call the PA Census Office (814-330-2020) any day of the week between
7:00 am and 2:00 pm and the assistant there will
take all necessary information over the phone. 2.
You may go online at “my2020census.gov” and fill
out the form there. If you do not choose either of
these options, you may or may not be contacted by
a census worker later this year, so why not make
sure you are counted by participating in one of
these two ways. I think we’ve all heard how important an accurate census is as it determines government funding, the number of elected officials,
and more. Please be counted.

January
19, 2020
2020
August 16,

After a 6 month hiatus, we are now taking orders again for gift cards.
Pick up your order form at St. Bernard, St. Francis or OMPH!
Return it to the parish office by the due date listed via collection
basket, mail or drop off during office hours with your cash or
check made payable to the church (St Bernard or St. Francis)
you wish to support. Please be sure to put your name and
phone number on the form! Gift cards will be available within a
week of due date on form. Many of these cards come in
different amounts. If you are interested in a higher amount
or a card you don’t see on the order form, call the parish office to inquire.
Happy Shopping! And don’t forget Christmas is coming!!
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PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm
(Closed for lunch 12;30 - 1:45 pm)
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Office Manager
MASS SCHEDULE: Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. The Bradford Catholic
Community Religious Education program meets at
follows:
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at
St. Bernard in Fr. Leo Gallina Social Center
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm
Sunday evenings at St. Francis’ Msgr. Ritchie Hall
Volunteers are needed and appreciated. To join the
REP team, call the Parish office 362-6825.

Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web
site for on-line giving, to sign up and begin contributing to St. Bernard in this convenient way.
⬧You can use any of your checking or savings accounts
and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit cards to make
donations to our parish. You have complete control of
amounts and withdrawal dates. Making changes is easy!
You can even generate a tax report at year end. Visit the
website today!

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear
on our parish list and are eligible to receive the
benefits of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered
and active participation needs to be considered
before marriage.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This RCIA process begins in the fall of the year.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call
the Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the
Sick for family members who are seriously ill.
Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital,
nursing homes, and the home-bound on a regular
basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered
members of their parish.

Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Music Director
Kathy O’Mara
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos of churches by LongArt Photography

MASS INTENTIONS
St. Bernard weekday masses will be
held in the church
Monday, August 17 - Happy Birthday Fr. Jim!
SB 8:00 am All Parishioners
SF 9:00 am Judy Mongillo (Kathy Symington)
Tuesday, August 18
SF 9:00 am George Kriz (Elnora Morgan)
Wednesday, August 19
SB 8:00 am Betty Sullivan & Sandra Sullivan McArter
(Fr. Stephen, Diane & Mike Schreiber)
Thursday, August 20
SB 8:00 am John J. & Anna M. McDonald (John &
Debbie Place)
SF 9:00 am Anne Taylor Babasick (Family)
August 21
SB 8:00 am Adrianne & Mario Magnella (Mary
Karrasch & Family)
Saturday, August 22
SF 9:00 am James & Rose Pascarella (Family)
SB 5:15 pm Joe Cotillion (Family)
Sunday, August 23
SF 8:00 am Nick Schiappa (Family)
SB 10:00 am Elvira Pascarella (Family)
OM 11:30 am Angelina & Sylvio Vecellio (Nellie Vecellio)
(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am St. Francis Mass
and before 5:15 pm St. Bernard Mass)

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS

August 17 - 21
TEAM 4:
M. Block/B. Spadafore/G. Ulyan
A. Frombach/P. Fisher/D. Zeher
PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING A
COUPLE HOURS EACH MONTH TO HELP
THESE HOUSEKEEPING ANGELS
Readings for the Week August 16, 2020
Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15,
29-32/Mt 15:21-28
Monday: Ez 24:15-24/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30,
35cd-36ab [39c]/Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,
6 [1]/Mt 20:1-16
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15,
18-19 [Ez 36:25]/Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7,
8-9 [1]/Mt 22:34-40
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/
Mt 23:1-12
Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/
Mt 16:13-20

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES AUG 22 - 23

Saturday, - SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Peggy Johnson
EM: Tammy Black
Servers: Cooper & Peyton Haight
Sunday, - SF 8:00 am
Lector: Jody Randolph
EM: Chris Pehonsky
Servers: Volunteer
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Greg Ulyan
EM: Volunteer
Servers: Timothy Mulcahy/Christian Peterson
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Linda Cox
EM: Carol Vinca
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: No visits until further notice

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS
Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Aug 16 - Rev. Richard C. Tomasone
Mon, Aug 17 - Rev. Johnathan P. Schmolt
Tues, Aug 18 - Rev. Msgr. Richard Stack
Wed, Aug 19- Rev. John J. Murphy
Thurs, Aug 20 - Rev. John E. Santor
Fri, Aug 21 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio
Sat, Aug 22 - Rev. Marc A. Stockton

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara
Boser, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi
Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick Clark, Billie
Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Sandy
DeGolier, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson
Feldman, Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat
Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, Mary
Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler,
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Paula
Louk, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe
Monago, Lou Monti, Christy Moyer, Cheri O’Mara, Dom
Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor,
Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Larry Smith, Jr., Bonnie
Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, Matthew Whelan, Corrine
Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.

