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We celebrate our Independence this holiday weekend, amidst the recent turbulence we have witnessed.  

We cannot change the past, simply because it is past and it now seems wrong, but we must continue to 

learn from it or we are doomed to make the same mistakes all over again. Yes, we are still struggling to 

learn from it. On this holiday weekend it is good to refresh in our minds the founding father’s Declaration 

of Independence, which states: 

“WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 

Happiness—That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any form of Government becomes destructive 

of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its Foundation on  

Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and 

transient Causes; and accordingly, all Experience hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, while Evils are 

sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long Train of Abuses 

and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a Design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their 

Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the 

patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the Necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of 

Government. The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated Injuries and Usurpations, all having in 

direct Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid 

World.” 

This year, our country has been placed on the world stage because of our struggle with basic human rights; just as we, as a 

country, have pointed our fingers at other governments who violate human rights. If you look at our history as a country, we 

have made many missteps along the way. But part of the second and fourth verses of America the Beautiful have both 

comforting and challenging words. From the Second Verse we hear these words: “America, America, God mend thine every 

flaw, and confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.” From the fourth verse we hear these words: “America, America, 

God shed his grace on thee, and crown they good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.” 

Our founding fathers had the vision to realize that all men are 

created equal and endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights.  Just as they struggled with that notion, so 

do we. And just as they continued to press on, so must we.  In 

the words of Abraham Lincoln taken from his Second Inaugural 

Address in 1865:  “With malice toward none; with charity for all; 

with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let 

us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s 

wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and 

for his widow, and his orphan -  to do all which may achieve 

and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and 

with all nations.” 

GOD BLESS AMERICA!! 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 7,640 
June 29……...$ TBA 

 

2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968 
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 24,998 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 3,560 
June 29……..$ TBA 

 

2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846 
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 13,640 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    
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Fr. Ray 
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The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 7:00 pm in the rectory/office building 
across from St. Bernard Church 

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

All Council members are urged to attend  
and new members are most welcome. 

 

We congratulate the following 2020 graduating seniors 
and recipients of  the K of C Scholarships: 

Owen Kane 
Peyton Manion 
Eric Marshall 
Aliya Wester  

Emma Webster 
Best Wishes for Your Future! 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
Although the coronavirus has been hard on everybody, it is 
especially difficult for those who live alone. Cherish the 
companionship you share. Who do you know who doesn't 
have someone at home to talk with? Given them a call.  

 

FAMILY LIFE 
Today’s gospel is about being missionaries. As Jesus ac-
cepted his mission, parents accept the mission of raising a 
family.  Parents are not alone in this exhausting and difficult 
vocation. Today Jesus calls us to himself when he invites 
us to “Come to me and I will give your rest.”  

 
 
 

 

OTT & MCHENRY PHARMACY 

PLEASE GIVE THEM YOUR SUPPORT 

FOR SALE:  

2008 Chevrolet Silverado K2500 truck with plow - 
4 wheel drive - Low mileage 31,287 - Very good 
condition - price $12,500 - Contact the parish of-
fice 362-6825 - Mon - Fri 8am - 4pm 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments - 
Know the Warning Signs of Abuse  
Those who abuse children look like everyone else. They 
don’t look like scary people that we should know to avoid. 
Rather, most abusers are known to the child, such as the 
parent, sibling, parent’s paramour, parent’s spouse, other 
relative or babysitter. One of the most important ways to 
ensure the safety of children in our environments is to know 
the warning signs of adults who present a risk of harm to 
children. Among these signs are when the person (1) al-
ways wants to be alone with children in areas where no one 
can monitor the interactions, (2) allows children to do things 
their parents would not permit, (3) is always more excited to 
be with children than with adults, and (4) discourages oth-
ers from participating in activities involving kids. For more 
information and resources visit https://www.eriercd.org/
childprotection/ 

While visiting his grandparents, a small boy opened the big 
family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the 
old pages. Suddenly, something fell out. He picked it up 
and found that it was an old leaf that had been pressed flat 
between the pages.  
 

“Grandma, look what I found,” he called out. 
 

“What have you got there, dear?” she asked. 
 

With astonishment in his voice, the boy answered, “I think 
it’s Adam’s underwear!” 

A Prayer for the Times 
 

“Father, You have made us. 
Red, yellow, brown, white and black 
tall and short, young and old -- all are your children. 
Teach us to cooperate rather than to compete; 
to respect rather than to revile;  
to forgive rather than condemn. 
 

Your Son turned from no one. 
May we learn, like him, to be open 
to the share of the divine that you have implanted 
in each of your sons and daughters. 
And may we forge a bond of love that will make a living 
reality the brotherhood/sisterhood in which we profess to 
believe. Amen.” 
- Christopher Prayer Book 
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From The Old Farmer’s Almanac 
 

The Dog Days of summer are traditionally the 40 days beginning on July 3rd and ending August 11th, which coin-

cide with the dawn rising of Sirius, the Dog Star.  Sirius is the brightest star in the sky (not counting the Sun). 

It is one star in a group of stars that form the constellation Canis Major, meaning “Greater Dog.”  Hence the 

nickname, Dog Star.  Canis Major stands on his hind legs facing Orion the hunter as if jumping for joy at the 

sight of its owner like dogs will do when bringing them food or indicating they are going for a walk.  

Ancient Egyptians used Sirius as a “watchdog” for the Nile River’s flood season.  The Nile flooded each year in 

late June.  The people called the event, the Inundation, because the floodwaters brought rich soil needed to 

grow crops in what was otherwise a de-

sert. The water would begin to rise 

on the days when Sirius would rise be-

fore the Sun.  It was so important to 

them that they be- gan their new year 

with the new Moon that followed the 

star’s first appear- ance on the eastern 

horizon.   

Ancient Greeks and Romans felt much 

differently about Sirius’ appearance. 

For them, Sirius sig- naled a time when 

evil was brought to their lands with 

drought, disease, and discomfort. 

Some believed the summer swelter was 

due to the combined heat from Sirius and the Sun.  It makes sense that the name, Sirius means “scorching” in 

Greek. 

Today, due to a very slow wobble of Earth’s axis, the Dog Star now seems to rise later than it did in ancient 

times.  It no longer coincides with the Nile flooding (which is controlled by the Aswan Dam) but still makes its 

appearance during hot summer days. 

Old-timers believed that rainfall during the Dog Days was a bad omen. Therefore, they say to make both hay 

and haste while the Sun shines for when old Sirius takes command of the weather, he is such an unsteady, cray 

dog, there is no dependence upon him. 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday thru Friday: 8 am to 4 pm          

Ms. Wendy Thomson, Office Manager 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 7 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 8, 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation)  meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton 
Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs 
begin  in September.  
 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting in this convenient way to your parish.  
 

⬧You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to 
make changes. You can use any of your checking or sav-
ings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit 
cards to make donations to our parish.  
 

⬧You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal 
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your 
contribution history and even generate tax statements at 
each year’s end. Visit the website today! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 

Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  
evenings at St. Francis 

 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society    
Telephone Prayer Chain -Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 

Normal Parish Office Hours:   

Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm 

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:45 pm) 

NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have 

concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.  

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 



MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES JULY 11 - 12 

Saturday, - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer  
EM:  Dick Williams 
Servers:  Aliya, Emma & Laryssa Webster 

Sunday, - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:  Candy Tingley 

 EM:  Suzie Sperry 
 Servers:  Samantha Soyke 

SB 10:00 am  
Lector:  Andy Kearns 
EM:  Pat Pascarella 
Servers:  Daniel Marasco/Erica Marshall 

 OM 11:30 am   
Lector:  David Ditz 
EM:  Kim Ditz 
Servers:  Jacob Hannah 

:  No visits until further notice 

 

Get resources and suggestions 
for your family at the Diocese of 
E r i e ’ s  f a m i l y  w e b s i t e , 

www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  At the Diocese of Erie, fami-
lies always matter! Go Families!  

MASS INTENTIONS   

 

 St. Bernard weekday masses will be held 
in the church 

 

Monday, July 6 
   SB 8:00 am  All Parishioners 
   SF 9:00 am  Rita Verolini (Louise Stoltz) 
Tuesday, July 7 
   SF 9:00 am   Shirley DelMonego (Louise Stoltz) 
Wednesday,  July 8 
   SB 8:00 am  Celia & Ralph Romanelli (Jack & Linda  
  Kerr & Family) 
Thursday, July 9 
   SB 8:00 am  Father John Miller (MaryAnn Satterwhite) 
   SF 9:00 am  Samuel Slocum (Fr. Ray) 

July 10  
   SB 8:00 am   Helen Platko (Family) 
Saturday, July 11  
   SF 9:00 am    Susan Doyle (Family) 
   SB 5:15 pm   Don Girard (Family) 
Sunday, July 12 
   SF 8:00 am   Al & Leona Fisher (Patti Fisher) 

     SB 9:00 am  William Abbott (Marcia Abbott) 
    OM 11:30 am Paul (Gice) DiFonzo (MaryBeth DiFonzo) 

GOD’S   HOUSEKEEPERS 

July 6 - July 10           TEAM 2:  
D. Jadlowiec/V. Comilla 

D. & L. Williams/K. Smeal 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests  

Sun, Jul 5 - Rev. Marc A. Stockton  
Mon, Jul 6 - Rev. Nicholas J. Rouch 
Tues, Jul 7 - Rev. Glenn R. Whitman 
Wed, Jul 8 -  Rev. William A. Rice 
Thurs, Jul 9 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio 
Fri, Jul 10 - Rev. John E. Santor 
Sat, Jul 11 - Rev. Rocco A. Tito 

Readings for the Week July 5, 2020 
 

Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 [cf. 1]/
 Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 
Monday: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5,  
 6-7, 8- 9 [8a]/Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 
 7ab-8, 9-10 [9a]/Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 
 4-5, 6-7 [4b]/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b,  
 15-16 [4b]/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17 
 [17b]/Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 
 [Lk 8:8]/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara 
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie 
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick 

Clark, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, 
Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Patrick 
Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry, 
Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig 
Johnson, Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason 
LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara Matto, Dick 
Melka, Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Christy 
Moyer, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, 
Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, 
Larry Smith, Jr., Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley,  
Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa 
Zurat 
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 


