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Today, as a church we celebrate the Seventh Sunday of Easter and tomorrow, as a nation, we celebrate Memorial Day. Both
days are quite different this year. No Mass in church and the public Memorial Day celebrations in Bradford have been
canceled. There are many other summer activities that make Bradford unique, which are also cancelled, but we will survive.
We recently (May 8th) celebrated the 75th anniversary of V-E Day - the day marking the Allied victory in Europe. You may
have seen and been surprised at the true horror of the war as shown on TV. Back then, in the states, the news reports were
filtered so that we were not truly exposed to the worst of the war at the time, but those men and women who fought in it were
exposed on a daily basis. I still cannot put my arms around what they had to experience when they liberated the
concentration camps and what they saw. There lives were changed and some even asked themselves, “Why am I alive and
my buddy died?” When they came home, the word “PTSD” was not even in our vocabulary. What
they must have suffered.
We must continue to honor all of our hometown heroes who gave their lives and the ones who are
still alive. We would not have the great country we have today if it not for them. At the same time,
we must still continue to honor and respect all the men and women who have fought in all of our
wars and conflicts: the Korean War, the Vietnam War, all of the conflicts that our military personnel
find themselves engaged in now.
I would like to close with a poem by Marion G. Mahoney entitled “Those Honored Dead” -

Why do you fly the flag today?”
My Grandson wants to know.
I fly it for the graveyards
Where the countless crosses grow.
I fly the flag for children
Whose fathers are a name.
A half-remembered memory
of a face within a frame.
I fly it for the families
of sons and daughters lost.
They know the price of liberty
How terrible the cost!
I fly the flag for veterans
who lost their youth in blood.
And saw their comrades slaughtered
in the carnage and the mud.

I fly it for the ones who marched
in cadence off to war
to close their eyes forever
upon some foreign shore.
I fly the flag for grief poured out
upon a granite wall.
The laying-on of hands that heals
the scars within us all.
I fly it for the sounds of Taps—
that melancholy tune
that lays to rest those honored dead
who always die to soon.
God Bless, Fr. Ray
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A Note from Father Ray
Just as I am celebrating my 50th anniversary to the
priesthood, I want to point out to you that Father
James Kennelley is one of my classmates. He is a
local boy from St. Bernard Parish, who was also
ordained on May 7, 1970. He is currently serving as
Pastor of St. Lawrence the Martyr Parish in Albion,
PA. So, I ask that you would keep both of us in
your prayers as we celebrate our anniversaries.

FOR SALE:
2008 Chevrolet Silverado K2500 truck with plow 4 wheel drive - Low mileage 31,287 - Very good
condition - price $12,500 - Contact the parish office 362-6825 - Mon - Fri 8am - 4pm

Thank you - Fr. Ray

A Special Note:
We know these are difficult times for everyone, including you and your family. Our Parishes remain committed to the spiritual care of our parishioners and the
faithful in our communities. Although how we do that
is changing temporarily, our purpose remains the
same. Please be assured of our prayers for you and
your families, particularly in the daily private Masses
Father Ray and Father Jim are offering for your intentions. St. Bernard Church remains open daily for your
visits, candle lighting and to pick up a bulletin/
reminder.

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Does your marriage sometimes feel like the Tower of Babel
- each of you speaking but not understanding each other?
Gary Chapman identified 5 Love Languages that couples
often use: words of affirmation, acts of service, giving gifts,
quality time, and physical touch. Which is your strongest?

Our Parish office is temporarily closed to walk-in traffic but still open for phone calls or messages to try to
meet your needs.
Please be aware that like any family, our parish has
ongoing operating costs. We are entirely dependent
upon you to meet those financial obligations. Please
continue to make your weekly offertory gifts through
our online giving, mail, or slide an envelope under the
front door. If you have any questions, contact the office at 362-6825.

J. A. FRISINA, INC.
PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

FAMILY LIFE

As Jesus appointed apostles, he also appoints parents to
represent Him in the family; “make disciples of your children, baptizing and teaching them all I have taught you.
Don’t worry, I am with you always.”
Please write individual checks for each different type of donation: CSA, candles, special diocesan collections and any other. These
collections are processed separately.
Regular offertory donations can be combined into one
check & 1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly.
Make your signed checks out to the parish on your envelope and note purpose in the memo section.
Mass checks should be made out to the church where the
mass is to be said.

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.
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What is Memorial Day?

PA General Primary Election: June 2, 2020

NOTABLE QUOTES

Memorial Day commemorates the men and women who
died while in the military service of their country, particularly
those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained
in battle. In other words, the purpose of Memorial Day is to
memorialize the veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice
for their country. We spend time remembering those who
lost their lives and could not come home, reflecting on their
service and why we have the luxury and freedom that we
enjoy today. We might consider how we can support and
safeguard their grieving families and loved ones who are left
behind.

"The primary moral judgment on candidates and their positions is to be made in the light of their concern for protecting human life from conception to natural death."
Cardinal Francis George

Why Is The Poppy A Symbol of Memorial Day?
In the war-torn battlefields of Europe, the common red field
poppy (Papaver rhoeas) was one of the first plants to reappear. Its seeds scattered in the wind and sat dormant in the
ground, only germinating when the ground was disturbed—
as it was by the very brutal fighting of World War 1.
John McCrae, a Canadian soldier and physician, witnessed
the war first hand and was inspired to write the now-famous
poem “In Flanders Fields” in 1915. He saw the poppies
scattered throughout the battlefield surrounding his artillery
position in Belgium.
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER

God of power and mercy,
you destroy war and put down earthly pride.
Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our tears,
that we may all deserve to be called your sons and
daughters.
Keep in your mercy those men and women who have died
in the cause of freedom and bring them safely into your
kingdom of justice and peace.
We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen
—from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

January
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19, 2020

(St. Bernard only at this time)
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REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday
evenings at St. Francis
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Music Director
Kathy O’Mara
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web
site for on-line giving, to sign up and begin contributing in this convenient way to your parish.
⬧You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to
make changes. You can use any of your checking or savings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit
cards to make donations to our parish.
⬧You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your
contribution history and even generate tax statements at
each year’s end. Visit the website today!
PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Mon: 9 am to 4 pm
Tues - Fri: 8 am to 4 pm
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager
Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary
MASS SCHEDULE:
Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. St. Bernard, St. Francis
and OMPH Religious Education programs are
combined. Grades 1 through 7 meet on Sunday
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina
Social Center and grades 8, 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation) meet at St. Francis in G. Carlton
Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs
begin in September.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This process begins in the fall of the year. Please
call the Parish Office for further information.

Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos by LongArt Photography

Normal Parish Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:45 pm)
NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have
concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear on
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits
of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered and
active participation needs to be considered before
marriage.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for
family members who are seriously ill. Communion
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes,
and the home-bound on a regular basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members
of their parish.

MASS INTENTIONS
No public masses until
further notice
Monday, May 25 - MEMORIAL DAY
SB Mary Rose Cuiffini (Steve & Cindy Pascarella)
SF All Parishioners
Tuesday, May 26
SF Nellie Sluga (Family)
Wednesday, May 27
SB Louis & Josephine Pantuso (Diane Zeher)
Thursday, May 28
SB Judy Rose (Ralph Rose & Family)
SF For the Moral & Spiritual Renewal of Our Country
(Michael Fay, Jr.)
May 29
SB Louis Pascarella (Family)
Saturday, May 30
SF Dean R. Place, Jr. (John & Debbie Place)
SB Joseph Troutman, Sr. (b) (Pat Girard)
Sunday, May 31
SF William Bottorf, Sr. (b) (Family)
SB John Iaderosa (Family)
OM Lucille Vinca (David Vinca)

CONFESSIONS:
Individual confessions will be made available to those who
call and make and appointment with Fr. Ray or Fr. Jim.
These will only be held in St. Bernard church.
FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT GET TO CONFESSION:
Recognizing that for many people, it is impossible to get to
confession to obtain sacramental absolution, the Holy See
reminds us that those individuals can still obtain the forgiveness of sins, even mortal sins, through an “act of perfect contrition”.
This consists of a prayer expressing a sincere request
for forgiveness motivated by the love of God above
all things, accompanied by a firm resolve to go to
confession to obtain sacramental absolution as
soon as possible (cf. Catechism of the Catholic
Church, no. 1452).
Note: Imperfect contrition is that motivated by fear of
hell; perfect contrition is that motivated by love of
God.
The prayer called for in this case is an “act of perfect contrition”, not a “perfect act of contrition” as is sometimes mistakenly expressed.

These intentions will be said by Fr. Ray and
Fr. Jim at private masses during the week.
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS

Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, May 24 - Rev. Jason Mitchell
Mon, May 25 - Rev. William M. Kuba
Tues, May 26 - Rev. Michael P. Allison
Wed, May 27 - Rev. James J. Kennelley
Thurs, May 28 - Rev. Jeffery J. Noble
Fri, May 29 - Ordination of Deacons:
Kevin Holland & Joseph Petrone
Sat, May 30 - Rev. Gregory P. Passauer

Readings for the Week MAY 24, 2020
Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/
Jn 17:1-11a
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a,
35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab
[19a]/Jn 21:15-19
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25
Next Sunday: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
May 18 - May 22: TEAM 4:
M. Block/B. Spadafore/G. Ulyan
A. Frombach/P. Fisher/D. Zeher

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick
Clark, Billie Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul Curcio,
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit,
Alliyson Feldman, Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary,
Pat Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa,
Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita
Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka, Mariana
Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Christy Moyer, Cheri
O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney
Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy
Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer,
Alex Tingley, Mary Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine
Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.
(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should
still be included, please call the parish office.)

