
 

The Catholic Community of Bradford 

     6th Sunday of Easter      May 17, 2020 

St. Francis of Assisi 
15 St. Francis Drive 

Website: www.stfrancisomph.com 
 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help  
(A Secondary Mission Church) 

St. Bernard of  
Clairvaux 

95 East Corydon Street 
Website: www.stbernardcatholic.org 

On-line giving: www.osvonlinegiving/1845  

Rev. Raymond Gramata 
Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting  
Senior Associate  

 
 

P.O. Box 2394  
Bradford, PA 16701-5394  

Phone: (814) 362-6825 
Fax: (814) 362-1479 

Email: sboffice@atlanticbb.net  

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help  
Mission Church 

Prayer During A Health Crisis 
 

Compassionate and Loving Father, 
In the face of confusion and concern  
impart to us the calm of your presence. 
In You allow us to find hope and healing. 
Be with those who serve the sick and give 
them Your caring hands. 
Be with those who lead and give them Your 
Spirit of wisdom. 
Be with those who have fallen ill and give 
them Your comforting heart. 
Wrap your arms around our world  
and hold us in your love.  
Allow us at this time of trial to then  
serve as instruments of that love to all we 
meet. 
We ask this in Your Name. 
Amen. 



ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your thoughtfulness as I celebrate with you my 

50th anniversary as a priest. I enjoyed the cards and special gifts that I received and truly enjoyed 

the “drive by” with signs and horns honking to celebrate my special day. What a wonderful people 

you are! We will have a celebration in the future when all of us can be together 
 

Just as you have experienced many changes in your life, so have I. And all of them, like yours, 

have been directed by God. When I was ordained in 1970, our class had the privilege of asking 

what we would like to get into. Believe it or not, my first choice was hospital or nursing home; 

second was to be stationed in a rural parish.  My first assignment was Saint Vincent Hospital for 

five years and then away for 3 years and then back to Saint Vincent for 25 years.  
 

But I am getting ahead of the story. When people knew that I was assigned to Saint Vincent, my mother quickly got several 

calls asking if I was sick, because generally only priests who were sick would be sent to work in a hospital. She told them – 

no, this was what I wanted to do. June of 75, I started classes to become a certified chaplain. I completed the course in that 

December and then I was quickly sent to St. Joseph in Warren as an assistant. I stayed there three years. 
 

I heard that Saint Vincent Hospital was looking for another chaplain and began praying to be sent back there. I had almost 

had given up hope and, like Jesus, I prayed - your will be done. I got the call the next day that I was assigned once more to 

the hospital. 
 

In my 25th year at the hospital I received a call from the Bishop that he was transferring me to Saint Anthony in Sheffield as 

Pastor and 20 hour a week chaplain at Warren State hospital. After 4 years there, I received a call again from the Bishop to 

come and see him, which resulted in a transfer to Saint Agatha in Meadville. 

After 4 years at Saint Agatha, I received another call to see him and was reassigned to Saint Bernard in Bradford. I said to 

Bishop Trautman, “I don’t think I would go great there because I am not Fr. Leo (Gallina), I cannot remember names.”  All he 

said was, “You will do fine.”  With your patience and help, I believe he was right. 
 

I remember Msgr. Hickey, the pastor of St. Joseph in Warren, said to me, “Ray don’t build trophies for yourself, if you get 

transferred the people have to live with it.”  And it is true, priesthood is not about me or any other priest, it is challenge to be a 

reflection of Jesus to the people and at the same time to enable the people, likewise, to be a reflection of Jesus. Mother 

Teresa of Calcutta said it best: “I see in the poor the face of Christ”. I always like to add - I hope they see the face of Christ 

reflected in me. I want very much that you see in your own life what I see in mine - the hand of God at work. 
 

I am anxiously waiting for the opportunity to celebrate with you my 50th anniversary. God Bless! 

God Bless,    

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

 May 17, 2020 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,761 
May 2020……...$  

 

2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968 
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 20,698 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 4,032 
May 2020……..$  

 

2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846 
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 11,485 

Fr. Ray 



J.A. Luciano & Sons Builders  

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

 MAY 17, 2020 

Please write individual checks for each dif-
ferent type of donation: CSA, candles, spe-
cial diocesan collections and any other.  These 
collections are processed separately.  

 

Regular offertory donations can be combined into one 
check & 1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly. 
 

Make your signed checks out to the parish on your enve-
lope and note purpose in the memo section.  
 

 

Mass checks should be made out to the church where the 
mass is to be said. 

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope. 

FOR SALE:  

2008 Chevrolet Silverado K2500 truck with plow - 
4 wheel drive - Low mileage 31,287 - Very good 
condition - price $12,500 - Contact the parish of-
fice 362-6825 - Mon - Fri 8am - 4pm 

A Special Note: 

We know these are difficult times for everyone, includ-
ing you and your family. Our Parishes remain commit-
ted to the spiritual care of our parishioners and the 
faithful in our communities. Although how we do that 
is changing temporarily, our purpose remains the 
same. Please be assured of our prayers for you and 
your families, particularly in the daily private Masses 
Father Ray and Father Jim are offering for your inten-
tions.  St. Bernard Church remains open daily for your 
visits, candle lighting and to pick up a bulletin/
reminder. 

Our Parish office is temporarily closed to walk-in traffic 
but still open for phone calls or messages to try to 
meet your needs.             

Please be aware that like any family, our parish has 
ongoing operating costs. We are entirely dependent 
upon you to meet those financial obligations. Please 
continue to make your weekly offertory gifts through 
our online giving, mail, or slide an envelope under the 
front door. If you have any questions, contact the of-
fice at 362-6825. 

Erie Diocese News Release 

An Excerpt from 5/11  
 

Bishop Persico will host a virtual town hall on the topic on 
Thursday, May 21 at 7 pm. Parishioners will be invited to 
sign up for the Zoom meeting beginning next week, and will 
be able to submit questions by email for the bishop. The 
event will later be posted on the diocesan website.  
      

“I know people are longing to return to Mass and, especial-
ly, to receive the Eucharist,” Bishop Persico said. 
“Protocols are complex, and I do not want to begin opening 
and then have to pull back again. It’s my intention to lift re-
strictions gradually so that we don’t create dangerous situa-
tions for our parishioners or our priests, and that we don’t 
contribute to a spike in COVID-19 cases. So, while we are 
able to offer adoration and confession effective May 10, we 
also are working on how we might be able to at least offer 
Communion services in the near future.” 
 

The Priest Council, which has advised the bishop, will con-
vene again on May 20 to continue discussing the best ways 
and a timeframe for moving forward. 
        

Bishop Persico has spent the last several weeks in conver-
sation with numerous advisors as well as reviewing the pro-
tocols and information provided by the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health and the CDC. 
       

“I know many people are expecting us to open the doors 
and return to life as we knew it,” Bishop Persico said. “But 
as much as we all are eagerly anticipating that situation, 
the reality is we must proceed with caution.” 
 

More information can be found on the Erie Diocese web-
site:  www.eriercd.org 
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McCarthy’s Emporium 

124 North Union Street 
Olean, New York 

              1-716-373-7407 

 

They have a large variety of gift items for all the  
sacraments, as well as Baptism and First Communion 

dresses & veils, cards for clergy,  
as well as many other religious items. 

Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis  
at the time of your purchase and they will donate  
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church. 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
Deep questions: Who is God? What is love? "Whoever 
loves me [Jesus] will be loved by my Father [God] and I will 
love them." (John 14:21) Yes, God is love but we humans 
know love through physical, emotional, and intellectual 
commitment. How do each of you show your love for God 
and to each other? 

NOTABLE QUOTES 
 

"We need to participate for the common good. Some-

times we hear: a good Catholic is not interested in 

politics. This is not true: good Catholics immerse 

themselves in politics by offering the best of them-

selves so that the leader can govern." 

Pope Francis 

FAMILY LIFE 
In today’s gospel Jesus prepared his disciples for his depar-
ture. Family life is a series of departures and transitions. As 
we mature and grow older we constantly transition from the 
familiar to the new unknown. Today Jesus assures us we 
are not alone in these transitions. “I will not leave you or-
phans. I will come to you.”  

PA General Primary Election: June 2, 2020 

COMMUNITY BLOOD 

BANK 
The Blood Bank will be available  
in the St. Bernard Gymnasium  

Monday, May 18th  
12:00 Noon until 5:30 pm. 

Call for appointment: 814-688-3696 
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Where did he go? Many times when we 
think of those who have died, we imag-
ine escape from this world to a purely 
spiritual place. Jesus' Ascension can 
leave us in a place of confusion. What 
happens to Jesus? And why does this 
matter to us?  
 
The Ascension has been confirmed in the 
Creed for two millennia. In Jesus' Ascen-
sion, we're invited to consider our own 
ultimate end. Regardless of death's reali-
ty now, we believe in the resurrection of 
the body and the reunification of body 
and soul. One day, earth and heaven will 
meet perfectly and without end. We an-
ticipate this "new heaven and a new 
earth" at every Mass and throughout the 
beauty, truth, and love of the Church 
and her members. Today, celebrate a 
foreshadowing of the fullness we all 
await! 

Question: 
Couldn’t Jesus have done more good if he 
stayed on earth, rather than ascended 
into heaven? 
 

Answer: 
This is an interesting question! During 
his earthly life, Jesus gave sight to the 
blind, healed paralytics, drove out de-
mons, and fed thousands with only a few 
loaves of bread. Imagine what he could 
have done if he’d never ascended into 
heaven! Imagine what our world could 
be! It’s an interesting thought to consid-
er, especially as the world faces chal-
lenges that only seem to deepen and ex-
pand. Yet at the Last Supper, Jesus says, 
“It is better for you if I go.” Why? His 
response must have seemed strange to 
the Apostles at the time. In his place, Je-
sus says, he will send the Paraclete, the 
Comforter, the Advocate. He promises to 
send the Holy Spirit. 
 

Jesus’ departure allows the Apostles to 
become the leaders he has formed them 
to be. Jesus is no longer situated in only 
one geographical location, and his 
Church will never be a political king-
dom. Soon after the Ascension, we cele-
brate Pentecost — the descent of the Ho-
ly Spirit and the radical empowerment 
of the followers of Jesus. We share in 
that empowerment and in that mission. 
Jesus is present in the sacraments, and 
he is present in us. Through our faith, 
hope, and love, we are called to be the 
good he does here on earth! 

Thursday, May 21, 2020 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon: 9 am to 4 pm         Tues - Fri: 8 am to 4 pm 

Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 
Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 7 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 8, 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation)  meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton 
Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs 
begin  in September.  
 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, St. Bernard’s web 
site for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contrib-
uting in this convenient way to your parish.  
 

⬧You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to 
make changes. You can use any of your checking or sav-
ings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit 
cards to make donations to our parish.  
 

⬧You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal 
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your 
contribution history and even generate tax statements at 
each year’s end. Visit the website today! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 

Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  
evenings at St. Francis 

 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society    
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 

Normal Parish Office Hours:   

Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm 

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:45 pm) 

NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have 

concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.  

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 



MASS INTENTIONS   

 

No public masses until  
further notice 

 

Monday, May 18 
   SB Parishioners 
   SF  Laurence & Theresa Pace & Family (Estate) 
Tuesday, May 19 
   SF    Chohrach Family (Dorothy Chohrach) 
Wednesday,  May 20 
   SB    Jim Matthews (Tom & Gayle Kochan) 
   SF    Jim Ulyan (Family) 
Thursday, May 21 - ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
   OM Rozanne Scrivo (Fair Family) 
   SB In Honor of M.M.R. (Jean Hvidzak) 

May 22 
   SB    Lois Romanelli (Connie & Tom Williams) 
Saturday, May 23 
   SF    Living & Deceased Members of  the Black Family 
 (Family) 
   SB    Patricia Sexton (Kevin & Jan Behan)  
Sunday, May 24  

     SF    Frank & Jennie Ulyan (Family)  
     SB  Genevieve “Jenny” Lance (Dave & Barb White)  
    OM   Louise & Edward Dudick (Pete & Marcia Lindstrom)  
 

These intentions will be said by Fr. Ray and  
Fr. Jim at private masses during the week. 

GOD’S   HOUSEKEEPERS 

May 11 - May 15: TEAM 3:  
T. Maduri/A. Campogiani 

T. Orris/B. Geisler/T. Rounsville 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS 

Please Pray for the Following Priests  

Sun, May 17 - Rev. James P. McCormick 
Mon, May 18 - Rev. Scott W. Jabo 
Tues, May 19 - Rev. John G. Chaplin 
Wed, May 20 -  Rev. Glenn Whitman 
Thurs, May 21 - Rev. Lawrence Richards 
Fri, May 22 - Rev. James G. Gutting 
Sat, May 23 - Rev. John L. Miller 

Readings for the Week MAY 17, 2020 

Sunday:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/ 
 1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Monday:  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/ 
 Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/ 
 Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday:  Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/
 Jn 16:16-20 
Ascension:  Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/ 
 Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/ 
 Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday:  Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday:  Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/ 
 Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/
 Jn 17:1-11a 

CONFESSIONS: 
Individual confessions will be made available to those who 
call and make and appointment with Fr. Ray or Fr. Jim.  
These will only be held in St. Bernard church. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT GET TO CONFESSION: 
Recognizing that for many people, it is impossible to get to 
confession to obtain sacramental absolution, the Holy See 
reminds us that those individuals can still obtain the for-
giveness of sins, even mortal sins, through an “act of per-
fect contrition”.  

This consists of a prayer expressing a sincere request 
for forgiveness motivated by the love of God above 
all things, accompanied by a firm resolve to go to 
confession to obtain sacramental absolution as 
soon as possible (cf. Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 1452).   

Note: Imperfect contrition is that motivated by fear of 
hell; perfect contrition is that motivated by love of 
God.  

The prayer called for in this case is an “act of perfect contri-
tion”, not a “perfect act of contrition” as is sometimes mis-
takenly expressed.  

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara 
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie 
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick 

Clark, Billie Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul Curcio, 
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard Douthit, 
Alliyson Feldman, Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, 
Pat Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, 
Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary 
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita 
Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara Matto, Dick Melka,  Mariana 
Militelo, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Christy Moyer, Cheri 
O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney 
Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy 
Signor, Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, 
Alex Tingley, Mary Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine 
Wilson, Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
 

(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should  
still be included, please call the parish office.) 


