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Saint John Paul II gave us a special Feast for the Second Sunday of Easter - the Feast of Divine
Mercy. Prior to this feast, First Friday Devotions were created to celebrate the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Both celebrations came about because Jesus visited a Religious Sister. Jesus visited
Sister Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque to stress the love of Jesus for his people. She was chosen
by Christ to arouse the Church to a realization of the love of God symbolized by the heart of
Jesus. Several hundred years later, Jesus visited Sister Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska to stress
His Divine Mercy. Saint Faustina’s name is forever linked to the annual feast of the Divine Mercy,
the Divine Mercy chaplet, and the Divine Mercy prayer recited each day at 3 p.m. by many people.
In one sense both visits by Jesus came to meet a particular problem of the time and were like a
coin, a head side and a tail side. We can’t have the love of God without mercy, nor can we have
mercy without the love of God. The two visits complete the beauty of God’s merciful love for us.
As we celebrate this Divine Mercy Sunday, let us look more closely of what Jesus said to Sister Faustina:
“I am offering people a vessel with which they are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this image
with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust in You.’ (327). By means of this Image, I shall be granting many graces to souls; so, let every
soul have access to it. (570) Let the rays of grace enter your soul; they bring with them light warmth, and life. (1486)” This is
an age that either has forgotten the need of a God in their life or one that is fearful of coming home to God once more.
To understand the Mercy of God that He offers to us, let us look at the Gospel of Saint John that we hear from today’s
readings. (John 20:19-31) In the Gospel we see two beautiful acts of Jesus’ Merciful Love. The first - Jesus comes through the
locked doors of the room (the doors were locked, as the Gospel tells us, because of their fear for the Jews). Notice what He
does not do. He does not berate them for their lack of faith, but merely says to them, “Peace be with you.” He tells them He
was sent by the Father and breathes on them the breath of the Holy Spirit.
Secondly, the following week, Thomas enters the picture and gets a bad rap as the “doubting Thomas”. Jesus again visits and
turns to Thomas saying, “Put your finger here and see My hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.”
In both cases, Jesus leads them beyond their embarrassment and their lack of faith to the warmth of His Divine merciful love.
He opens them up to let go of their embarrassment and once more embrace Him. Saint Thomas says it best: “My Lord and my
God.”
Unfortunately, this year we will not be able to celebrate the Feast of Diving Mercy together due to the pandemic, but take time
to personally celebrate this feast by visiting St. Bernard Church, where the Image of Divine Mercy will be on display at the
altar, along with pamphlets and photos you can take home.
God Bless, Fr. Ray

Father Ray and Father Jim would like to
thank you all for your thoughtfulness
during the Easter season!
They would also like to remind you to call
the parish office to make address and phone
number changes to make it easier for them
to reach out to you during this crazy time.
Many landlines are no longer active.

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,761
March 2020………..18,983
March On-line……$ 2,515
2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 17,175
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 4,032
March 2020………..6,590
2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 10,385
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS

APRIL 19, 2020

FAMILY LIFE

“Whose sins you forgive, are forgiven” means the Kingdom
of God begins in your home where children learn the paths
to peace modeled by their parents. Any grudges we carry
can only make us more miserable with time.

NOTABLE QUOTES
"Isn't it interesting that all of those people who support the choice of abortion have already been born?"
Pres. Ronald Reagan

If you have had a change of address or are going away for
an extended period of time and will not be receiving mail
at your usual address, please call the parish office 3626825. Offertory envelopes are mailed every two months
and they are not forwarded. We are charged for any returned as undeliverable as addressed.

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Apr. 22 is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Pick one day
this week to especially enjoy creation together. Take a hike,
plant something, gaze at the moon and stars. Be creative
together.

Prayer During A Health Crisis
Compassionate and Loving Father,
In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of your presence.
In You allow us to find hope and healing.
Be with those who serve the sick and
give them Your caring hands.
Be with those who lead and give them
Your Spirit of wisdom.
Be with those who have fallen ill and
give them Your comforting heart.
Wrap your arms around our world
and hold us in your love.
Allow us at this time of trial to then
serve as instruments of that love to all
we meet.
We ask this in Your Name.
Amen.

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments
Child Abuse Prevention Month:
The “Creating A Safe Environment” training program is an
integral component to the prevention effort in our diocese.
The mandated program trains employees and volunteers in
the warning signs of abuse and how to report suspected
abuse of a minor. Since 2003 over 59,000 adults in the diocese have received the training to recognize and report
child abuse. With the help of the safe environment training
program, the faithful are guided and educated about the
responsibility to keep God’s children protected and safe.
Visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ to take the
training program or learn what is required for employees
and volunteers to work with children in diocesan parishes/
schools/agencies.

McCarthy’s Emporium
124 North Union Street
Olean, New York
1-716-373-7407

They have a large variety of gift items for all the
sacraments, as well as Baptism and First Communion
dresses & veils, cards for clergy,
as well as many other religious items.
Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis
at the time of your purchase and they will donate
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church.

One weekend at Sunday School, they were teaching how
God created everything, including human beings. Little
Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how
Eve was created out of one of Adam’s ribs.
Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as
though he were ill, and asked him, “Johnny, what is the matter?”
“I have pain in my side,” Johnny responded. “I think I’m going to have a wife.”
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The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room
at the parish office.
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.
All Council members are urged to attend,
and new members are most welcome.

A Special Note:

Thank You!!

Many thanks to Tubby Maduri and his
crew of volunteers for their wonderful
efforts to make the Lenten Fish Frys very
successful! A special note of thanks for
their adjustments in light of the pandemic.
Thank you to everyone who purchased the
meals making them such a great success!
We hope to have more “normal”
fish frys next year.

PROCEEDS BENEFIT BRADFORD CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Rice Bowl envelopes are in the envelope
packets for your convenience or you can
mark “Rice Bowl Donation” and church
name on a plain envelope any time during Lent. Your Operation Rice Bowl contributions help support Catholic Relief
Services, which fights poverty and hunger in the US and 10
countries. Donations for “Rice Bowl” need to be in to the
office by March 31st.
All Rice Bowl donations should be in parish office by
April 24th. Each church’s total contribution is due at
the Diocese the following week.

THANK YOU TO

Dennis Faucher, DDS
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

We know these are difficult times for everyone, including you and your family. Our Parishes remain committed to the spiritual care of our parishioners and the
faithful in our communities. Although how we do that
is changing temporarily, our purpose remains the
same. Please be assured of our prayers for you and
your families, particularly in the daily private Masses
Father Ray and Father Jim are offering for your intentions. St. Bernard Church remains open daily for your
visits, candle lighting and to pick up a bulletin/
reminder.
Our Parish office is temporarily closed to walk-in traffic
but still open for phone calls or messages to try to
meet your needs.
Please be aware that like any family, our parish has
ongoing operating costs. We are entirely dependent
upon you to meet those financial obligations. Please
continue to make your weekly offertory gifts through
our online giving, mail, or slide an envelope under the
front door. If you have any questions, contact the office at 362-6825.
Get resources and suggestions for
your family at the Diocese of Erie’s
family website:
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.
At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!

Please write individual checks for each different type of donation: CSA, candles, special diocesan collections and any other. These
collections are processed separately.
Regular offertory donations can be combined into one
check & 1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly.
Make your signed checks out to the parish on your envelope and note purpose in the memo section.
Mass checks should be made out to the church where the
mass is to be said.

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.

January
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Ordination Date: May 7, 1940
Dear Parishioners,
On May 7, 2020 I will be celebrating my 50th anniversary as a
priest. Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, I had planned to invite
all of you to celebrate with a Mass and reception on Sunday,
May 24th. Currently, that date is in jeopardy. I can only ask
that you save the date and wait for a future decision on
whether to change the date. My family and I are very excited
to celebrate my Jubilee with all of you. Please watch for future
announcements in the bulletin/reminder.
You are in my thoughts and prayers. Please stay healthy.
Fr. Ray
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REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday
evenings at St. Francis
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Music Director
Kathy O’Mara
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, our parish web site
for on-line giving, to sign up and begin contributing in
this convenient way to your parish.
⬧You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to
make changes. You can use any of your checking or savings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit
cards to make donations to our parish.
⬧You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your
contribution history and even generate tax statements at
each year’s end. Visit the website today!
PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Mon: 9 am to 4 pm
Tues - Fri: 8 am to 4 pm
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager
Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary
MASS SCHEDULE:
Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. St. Bernard, St. Francis
and OMPH Religious Education programs are
combined. Grades 1 through 7 meet on Sunday
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina
Social Center and grades 8, 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation) meet at St. Francis in G. Carlton
Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs
begin in September.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This process begins in the fall of the year. Please
call the Parish Office for further information.

Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos by LongArt Photography

Normal Parish Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:45 pm)
NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have
concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear on
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits
of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered and
active participation needs to be considered before
marriage.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for
family members who are seriously ill. Communion
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes,
and the home-bound on a regular basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members
of their parish.

MASS INTENTIONS
No public masses until
further notice
Monday, April 20
SB Parishioners
SF Phyillis Gaul (Richard Calhoun & Family)
Tuesday, April 21
SF Nick Malone (Morris Family)
Wednesday, April 22
SB Louis & Loretta DeSantis (a) (Family)
Thursday, April 23
SB The Gibb Brothers (Mary Ann Satterwhite)
SF Living/Deceased Members 50+ Group (Group)
April 24
SB Dick Ogurchak (Joe & Sandy Bennardi)
Saturday, April 25
SF Brandon Shurilla (Pehonsky Family)
SB Michael Walter (St. Bernard Ushers)
Sunday, April 26
SF Amelia “Lola” Burkhard (Family)
SB Mary Pais (Family)
OM Flora White (Family)

These intentions will be said by Fr. Ray and
Fr. Jim at private masses during the week.
St. Francis Paschal Candle donated by
Mike & Dawn Kozminski is
in memory of Lawrence D. Bernhard

CONFESSIONS:
Individual confessions will be made available to those who call
and make and appointment with Fr. Ray or Fr. Jim. These will
only be held in St. Bernard church.
FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT GET TO CONFESSION:
Recognizing that for many people, it is impossible to get to confession to obtain sacramental absolution, the Holy See reminds
us that those individuals can still obtain the forgiveness of sins,
even mortal sins, through an “act of perfect contrition”.
This consists of a prayer expressing a sincere request for
forgiveness motivated by the love of God above all things,
accompanied by a firm resolve to go to confession to obtain
sacramental absolution as soon as possible (cf. Catechism
of the Catholic Church, no. 1452).
Note: Imperfect contrition is that motivated by fear of hell;
perfect contrition is that motivated by love of God.
The prayer called for in this case is an “act of perfect contrition”,
not a “perfect act of contrition” as is sometimes mistakenly expressed.

Due to the coronavirus, the suppliers of
palms were not able to fill our order.
Therefore, we will not have any this year.

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
Apr 20 - Apr 24: TEAM 3:
T. Maduri/T. Orris/B. Geisler
A. Campogiani/T. Rounsville

Readings for the Week APR 19, 2020
Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15,
22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a,
7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5
[1a]/Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6
-7, 8-9 [7a]/
Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20
[7a]/Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/
Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/
Mk 16:15-20
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10,
11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick
Clark, Billie Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul
Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Richard
Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo,
Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody
Iaderosa, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan,
Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita
Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara Matto, Colleen McNamara,
Shannon McNamara, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Anne
Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom
Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor,
Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex
Tingley, Mary Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson,
Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.
(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should
still be included, please call the parish office.)

