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CONFESSIONS:
Individual confessions will be made available to those who call and make
and appointment with Fr. Ray or Fr. Jim. These will only be held in St.
Bernard church.

St. Francis of Assisi

Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Mission Church

FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT GET TO CONFESSION:
Recognizing that for many people, it is impossible to get to confession to
obtain sacramental absolution, the Holy See reminds us that those individuals can still obtain the forgiveness of sins, even mortal sins, through an
“act of perfect contrition”.
This consists of a prayer expressing a sincere request for forgiveness
motivated by the love of God above all things, accompanied by a
firm resolve to go to confession to obtain sacramental absolution
as soon as possible (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.
1452).
Note: Imperfect contrition is that motivated by fear of hell; perfect
contrition is that motivated by love of God.
The prayer called for in this case is an “act of perfect contrition”, not a
“perfect act of contrition” as is sometimes mistakenly expressed.

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH

march
29, 2020
BRADFORD,
PA

As we celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Lent, let us look at how the Gospel is speaking to us. Much
like the world today, with the coronavirus, there are many ways we can react with fear, calmness,
or a “so what” attitude.
At first glance, it seems as if Jesus does not know what he is doing or how to handle the message
that was sent to Him from Martha and Mary. Jesus does not make a move on the request, as the
Scripture states. He stayed where he was for two days. We have to remember that Jesus was
more than a family friend to Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, He was like a brother. WHY? WHY? We
ask ourselves about the delay. Jesus knew what He was doing. In those days, it was believed that
after three days the soul of the individual was gone and that person was truly dead. It became a
teachable moment for Martha and Mary, the disciples and us.
Let us look first at Martha and Mary. They would have to be overcome with grief and a little upset with their friend Jesus. We
can see from what is going on that they were not happy with Him. Martha heard that Jesus was close by and did go out to
meet Him, but Mary stayed behind. You have to remember that it was Mary who sat at the feet of Jesus listening to His words;
while Martha was busy about the rules of hospitality. Mary was not happy with Jesus. Most likely Martha was also
disappointed with the actions of Jesus, but she went to meet Him and ask Him what the delay was. At this point Martha begins
to be changed by Jesus. Her grief is changed into a faith encounter with Jesus. Jesus leads Martha into a statement of faith:
“Yes, Lord I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God.”
Martha sends word back to Mary that Jesus wants to see her. She goes to where Mary and Jesus are. When she saw Jesus,
like Martha, she mimics the same words, “Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” From there, He leads
Martha and Mary to the tomb of Lazarus and ordered him to come out, which he did.
Let us look now at the disciples, they also did not understand Jesus’ delay or why now he wanted to go. The disciples knew
that some of the leaders wanted to stone Him and why would Jesus want to go back into the fray. What puzzled them more
Jesus’ reason “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken him.” That statement confused them even more. Why
go there if he is merely asleep? Jesus had to explain to them that He did not mean ordinary sleep but death.
Jesus’ action was to bring Mary, Martha, the disciples, and even us to a deeper level of faith. As the reading concludes “Now
many of the Jews who had come to Mary (and us) and seen what He had done began to believe in Him.”
Maybe this time of crisis today is also a teachable moment for all of us. Are we putting our faith in Jesus or panicking?
God Bless, Fr. Ray

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,761
Mar 22, 2020………..??
2020 SB CSA Assessment……………$ 31,968
SB 2020 CSA Collected………$ 11,975
St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 4,032
Mar 22, 2020………..??
2020 SF CSA Assessment……………$ 23,846
SF 2020 CSA Collected………$ 8,540
OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS

A Special Note:
We know these are difficult times for everyone, including
you and your family. Our Parishes remain committed to the
spiritual care of our parishioners and the faithful in our
communities. Although how we do that is changing temporarily, our purpose remains the same. Please be assured of
our prayers for you and your families, particularly in the
daily private Masses Father Ray and Father Jim are offering
for your intentions. St. Bernard Church remains open daily
for your visits, candle lighting and to pick up a bulletin/
reminder.
Our Parish office is temporarily closed to walk-in traffic but
still open for phone calls or messages to try to meet your
needs.
Please be aware that like any family, our parish has ongoing
operating costs. We are entirely dependent upon you to
meet those financial obligations. Please continue to make
your weekly offertory gifts through our online giving, mail,
or slide an envelope under the front door. If you have any
questions, contact the office at 362-6825.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: Tues, Apr 14 - Board at 6:00 pm
Meeting at 6:30 pm - Fr. Gallina Social Center
50+ Club: Wed, Apr 8 at 11 am - Fr. Ritchie Hall
RCIA: Mondays at 7 pm - Parish Conference Room
REP 1-7: Canceled until further notice
REP 8 -11: Canceled until further notice
Rosary Altar: Thurs, Apr 9 at 6:00 pm - Fr. Ritchie Hall
St. Francis Bell Choir: Thursdays at 6:30 - SF choir loft
Mama/Baby Playgroup: Canceled until further notice

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
4th

Wednesdays starting March at
St. Francis of Assisi Church at 5:30 pm
Thursdays starting March 5th at
St. Bernard Church at
5:30 pm with confessions afterward
Are you asleep?
Today Jesus is called to the grave of a dear friend who had
recently died. Martha cries out that if Jesus were closer, her
brother Lazarus would not have died.
Remember from the First Sunday in Lent that death and sin
are connected and that life is seen as living a faith-filled
life? That is what is happening in this Gospel. Living as a
disciple of Christ can give us the ability for a life everlasting
in the presence of God.
What in our lives needs to be uncovered, as Lazarus is unwrapped of his burial clothes and retuned to live with his
loved ones?

The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus

will be awarding scholarships to high
school seniors who apply and meet the
criteria. Applications are available at the
High School Guidance office and in the
parish office during normal office hours.

Applications Due April 1st

The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus
meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room
at the parish office.
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.
All Council members are urged to attend,
and new members are most welcome.
Please write individual checks for each different type of donation: CSA, candles, special diocesan collections and any other. These
collections are processed separately.
Regular offertory donations can be combined into one
check & 1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly.
Make your signed checks out to the parish on your envelope and note purpose in the memo section.
Mass checks should be made out to the church where the
mass is to be said.

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope.

As we move closer to Easter Sunday, let us ask God to
unwrap or unbind that which needs to be healed so that we
may live a life that is pleasing to God.

CEMETERY
ADORNMENTS
It’s Spring ! Time to clean up the Cemetery!
Please spruce up around your grave sites, pick up any
debris and prepare for Memorial Day.
New flowers/pots can be placed after April 15th.

THANK YOU TO

Bradford Ecumenical Home, Inc.
PLEASE SUPPORT SPONSOR

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Rice Bowl envelopes are in the envelope
packets for your convenience or you can
mark “Rice Bowl Donation” and church
name on a plain envelope any time during Lent. Your Operation Rice Bowl contributions help support Catholic Relief Services, which fights poverty and hunger in the US and 10 countries. Donations for “Rice Bowl”
need to be in to the office by March 31st.
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FAMILY LIFE

Our families can become wrapped up chasing things we
perceive will make us happy. Jesus’ words to Lazarus, He
says to us: “Come out” from what entombs you. In this fifth
week of Lent “untie” yourself and be free from unnecessary
possessions.
Get resources and suggestions
for your family at the Diocese of
Erie’s family website,
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm. At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!
"Christians have a duty to be politically active, to register
and vote, to lobby and educate candidates and elected officials, and to speak up about the issues that affect the common good. The Church does not set up the voting booths,
but when we go into the voting booths, we don't cease to
be members of the Church! If we don't shape public policy
according to moral truths, why do we believe that moral
truth at all?" Fr. Frank Pavone, Director, Priests for Life

2020 EASTER FLOWER
ENVELOPES

Both parishes have a special envelope for Easter Remembrances in the monthly envelope packets. Please
enclose your donation and clearly print the names of the
Living or Deceased people you want remembered on the
lines provided on one side of the envelope. If you do not
receive envelopes, you can use a small plain one.
Please put your envelopes in the offertory or drop
them off to the parish office AS SOON AS POSSIBLE NO LATER THAN Wednesday, March 25th

PRAYERS - Fifth Week of Lent
Sunday: My loving Lord, it's so hard to love the world sometimes
and to love it the way Jesus did seems impossible. Help me to
be inspired by his love and guided by his example. Most of all, I
want to accept that I can't do it alone, and that trying is an arrogance of self-centeredness. I need you, dear God, to give me
support in this journey. Show me how to unlock my heart so that
I am less selfish. Let me be less fearful of the pain and darkness
that will be transformed by you into Easter joy.
Monday: God of love, I know that you are the source of all that is
good and graced in my life. Help me to move from the life of sin
to which I so often cling, into the new life of grace you offer me.
You know what I need to prepare for your kingdom. Bless me
with those gifts.
Tuesday: Loving God, You have heard my complaints, my impatience. Sometimes I become frightened when I move away from
you. Guide my heart back to you. Help me to think beyond my
own wants and to desire only to do you will. Thank you for the
many blessings in my life and for the ways I feel your presence.
Wednesday: Loving Creator, I know in your great love for me,
you see the deep sorrow in my heart. Hear my prayers which are
offered with such trust in you. Be with me in both mind and heart
as I renew my life in your spirit.
Thursday: Lord, all I want is to be faithful to you in my life,
but so often I fail. Free me from my many sins and guide me to
the life I will share with you. I wait for your promise to be fulfilled
with great hope in my heart and your praise on my lips
Friday: Most forgiving Lord, again and again you welcome me
back into your loving arms. Grant me freedom from the heavy
burdens of sin that weigh me down and keep me so far from you.

McCarthy’s Emporium
124 North Union Street
Olean, New York
1-716-373-7407

They have a large variety of gift items for all the
sacraments, as well as Baptism and First Communion
dresses & veils, cards for clergy,
as well as many other religious items.
Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis
at the time of your purchase and they will donate
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church.

Saturday: Loving God,
Your eternal watchfulness keeps me safe from harm.
I am filled with a great happiness
when I feel your endless love for me.
Thank you for your care for me, one of your children.
I ask you to protect from harm
those who will soon be your children,
joined in the joy of your church.
Please continue to pour out your blessings
on all of us who have been given
the lifegiving waters of baptism.

January
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A Prayer Amid an Epidemic
By Kerry Weber
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and
villages “curing every disease and illness.”
At your command, the sick were made well.
Come to our aid now, in the midst of the
global spread of the coronavirus, that we may
experience your healing love.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May
they regain their strength and health through
quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations
from working together and neighbors from
helping one another.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us
claim invulnerability to a disease that knows
no borders.

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in
this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus.
May they be at rest with you in your eternal
peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick or
have died. As they worry and grieve, defend
them from illness and despair. May they know
your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and
all medical professionals who seek to heal and
help those affected and who put themselves
at risk in the process. May they know your
protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them
the foresight to act with charity and true
concern for the well-being of the people they
are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to
invest in long-term solutions that will help
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May
they know your peace, as they work together
to achieve it on earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded
by many people suffering from this illness or
only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we
endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In
place of our anxiety, give us your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us.
Kerry Weber is an executive editor of America.

A Prayer to Mary, Mother of God
From Pope Francis
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do
not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us
from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

march 29, 2020

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard
Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday
evenings at St. Francis
Liturgical
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
Music Director
Kathy O’Mara
Organist St. Francis
Michael Hicks
Resurrection Choir
Joan Raabe
God’s Housekeepers
Parish Office
Liturgy
Fr. Raymond C. Gramata
Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, our parish web site
for on-line giving, to sign up and begin contributing in
this convenient way to your parish.
⬧You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to
make changes. You can use any of your checking or savings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit
cards to make donations to our parish.
⬧You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your
contribution history and even generate tax statements at
each year’s end. Visit the website today!
PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor
Rev. James Gutting, Senior Associate
OFFICE HOURS:
Mon: 9 am to 4 pm
Tues - Fri: 8 am to 4 pm
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager
Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary
MASS SCHEDULE:
Please consult bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm before
5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday
from 4:30 to 5 pm.
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.
Private appointments may be made by calling the
Parish Office (362-6825).
Students not attending Catholic school should be
enrolled in REP programs. St. Bernard, St. Francis
and OMPH Religious Education programs are
combined. Grades 1 through 7 meet on Sunday
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina
Social Center and grades 8, 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation) meet at St. Francis in G. Carlton
Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs
begin in September.
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith.
This process begins in the fall of the year. Please
call the Parish Office for further information.

Parish Community
Parish Council
Fr. Raymond Gramata
Catholic Women’s Club
Teri Everett
Rosary Altar Society
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (598-5565)
Cover photos by LongArt Photography

Normal Parish Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:45 pm)
NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have
concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.
MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be
registered, practicing and supporting members of a
Parish. Only properly registered members appear on
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits
of parish membership for sacraments. Each
parishioner is called upon to practice good
stewardship of time, talent and treasure. If you are
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to
meet you!
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at
least six months before their wedding. Registered and
active participation needs to be considered before
marriage.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for
family members who are seriously ill. Communion
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes,
and the home-bound on a regular basis.
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the PreBaptism Preparation Program. Please call the St.
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to
schedule the class and baptism. Godparents must be
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members
of their parish.

MASS INTENTIONS
No public masses until further notice
Monday, March 30
SF Parishioners
SB Ellen Bagnato (Rosemary Burke)
Tuesday, March 31
SF George Schaming (Joyce Schaming)
SB Christopher Duggan (Patti Kane)
Wednesday, April 1
SF Private intention
SB Edward C. Kemick & Family (Family)
Thursday, April 2
SF William Lerch (Ron & Shirley Lerch)
SB
April 3
SF Souls in Purgatory
SB Helen Platko (Family)
Saturday, April 4
SF Mary Ann Tanty (Louise Stoltz & Nancy O’Donnell)
SB JoAnn Walter (Walter Family)
Sunday, April 5
SF Living & Deceased Pace Family (Family)
SB Adrianne & Mario Magnella (Family)
OM Eugene Vinca (Dave Vinca)

These intentions will be said by Fr. Ray and
Fr. Jim at private masses during the week.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Sanctuary Light
Is for Sam Slocum

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
Mar 30 - Apr 3: TEAM 4:
M. Block/M. Spadafore/D. Zeher
A. Frombach/G. Ulyan/P. Fisher

Readings for the Week Mar 29, 2020
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17,
20-27, 33b-45
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or
13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/
Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/
Jn 8:31-42
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/
Jn 11:45-56
Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
[2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES
Saturday, - SB 5:15 pm
Lector:
EM:
Servers:
Sunday, - SF 8:00 am
Lector:
EM:
Servers:
SB 10:00 am

Lector:
EM:
Servers:
Lector:
EM:
Servers:

OM 11:30 am

: No visits until further notice
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS

Please Pray for the Following Priests

Sun, Mar 29 - Rev. John P. Malthaner, V.F.
Mon, Mar 30 - Rev. Brian E. Vossler
Tues, Mar 31 - Rev. Alexander D. Amico
Wed, Apr 1 - Pray for Vocations
Thurs, Apr 2 - No Calendar
Fri, Apr 3 - No Calendar
Sat, Apr 4 - No Calendar

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick
Clark, Billie Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul
Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Alliyson
Feldman, Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat
Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, Mary
Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler,
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Paula
Louk, Barbara Matto, Colleen McNamara, Shannon
McNamara, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Anne Miller, Joe
Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John
Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel,
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs,
Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, Mary
Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford,
Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.
(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should
still be included, please call the parish office.)

