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LENTEN PRAYER  
O God, send me Your Spirit that I might go 
through this day with grace and joy, recognizing 
that Your mysterious touch is in all my words 
and actionsðeven the painful ones. Holy Spirit, 
thank you for all Your gifts and graces, and I 
now come to You with my own prayers.  

(Spend ten minutes sitting quietly with God.) 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
RCIA Candidates ð Rite of Election, March 8th. We are hap-
py to announce that our three RCIA Class members this year, 
Trudy Warnick, Jaydon Warnick and Mark Kelley, continue 
their movement toward Easter when they will celebrate their 
Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation at St. Bernardôs. 
These three have been meeting with Fr. Jim since September 
in  preparation for this. We invite all parishioners to join us at 
the 10:00 am Mass March 8th during which there will be a 
brief ceremony of official presentation of these three Ca-
thechumens (non-baptized persons) to the parish. On that 
same day in the afternoon all three of them will be presented 
to Bishop Persico at the Rite of Election at St. Catherine 
Church, DuBois. Please join us at the 10:00 am Mass March 
8th to offer your prayers and support.  



ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

I first want to take this opportunity to thank the Catholic Womenôs Club and all those involved in 

making the Mardi Gras a huge success! 
 

As we begin this first full week of Lent, I would like to share a story with you that helps develop the 

theme of Lent, which is forgiveness. So, let me begin. 
 

One day after school Judy rushed into the kitchen and said, ñMommy, Jesus is just like grandma.ò 

Confused Mommy replied, ñHowôs that Judy?ò Today Father Mark said in class, ñIf we tell Jesus weôre 

truly sorry for what we have done wrong, then Jesus forgets it. Just like nothing has happened.ò 

Mommy responded, ñHowôs that like Grandma?ò Judy said, ñWell, after I say Iôm sorry for yelling at 

my sister Jackie, Grandma always says, óOK. Letôs forget about it and play nice againô, and then she gives us cookies.ò Judy 

asks her mother, ñDo you think Jesus gives cookies too?ò  ñMaybe,ò mommy said. 
 

What could the ñcookiesò be that Jesus might give us?  I can think of two special ones. The first is He forgives and forgets our 

sins, and then gives us the grace to do the same. But how often we continue to ñbeat ñourselves up over what we have done 

wrong. He wants us to let go and move on from it and at the same time learn from it. 
 

The second is to be gentle on yourself. He gives us the grace to do that also. If we look through the Gospels, we see how 

gentle Jesus was on sinners. Jesus is more than ñHere comes the Judgeò. He is the Good Shepherd looking in search of the 

loss sheep to bring them home. He continually reminds us that we are loveable. So then, let us celebrate the ñcookiesò that 

Jesus continues to give to us on a daily basis. 
 

Our prayer for Lent can be found in the Psalm response for todayôs readings, ñA clean heart create for me, O God, and a 

steadfast spirit renew within me.ò Let us remember Lent is more than giving up something and then going back to it on Easter 

Sunday. Lent is the time to strive for a deeper relationship with the Lord.   
 

Happy Lent. God Bless, Fr. Ray 

LAST WEEKôS COLLECTIONS 
 

St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $ 6,761 
Feb 23, 2020ééé..$ 5,740 

 

2020 SB CSA Assessmentééééé$ 31,968 
SB 2020 CSA Collectedééé$ TBA 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $ 4,032 
Feb 23, 2020ééé..$ 1,875 

 

2020 SF CSA Assessmentééééé$ 23,846 
SF 2020 CSA Collectedééé$ TBA 

OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS    

OPERATION RICE BOWL  
Rice Bowl envelopes are in the envelope 
packets for your convenience or you can 
mark ñRice Bowl Donationò and church 

name on a plain envelope any time during Lent. Your Oper-
ation Rice Bowl contributions help support Catholic Relief 
Services, which fights poverty and hunger in the US and 10 
countries. 

PLAYGROUP  THIS  MONTH!  
The next meeting of the Mama/Baby 
Playgroup is set for Thursday, March 
20th from 9:30 am - 11 am in the class-

room near the cafeteria in the Parish Cen-
ter. For more information contact Ruby 
Morris at rubytmor@gmail.com  
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CONFESSIONS  
 

Confessions will be heard at St. Bernard from 4:30-5:00 
p.m. on Thursday, March 5th, for First Friday. Confessions 
are also heard on Saturdays following the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
at St. Francis and from 4:30-5:00 p.m. before the 5:15 mass 
at St. Bernard. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY  
 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration after 
mass in St. Bernard church from 11:00 a.m. until 11:45 on 
First Friday, March 6th. 

 



 

Get resources and suggestions 
for your family at the Diocese of 
Erieôs family website, 

www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  At the Diocese of Erie, fami-
lies always matter! Go Families!  

THANK YOU TO 
 

VALLEY VISION DENTAL  
 

PLEASE SUPPORT SPONSOR 

Please write individual checks for each dif-
ferent type of donation: CSA, candles, spe-
cial diocesan collections and any other.  These 
collections are processed separately.  

 

WEEKLY donations can be combined into one check & 
1 envelope if you prefer to donate monthly. 
 

Make your checks out to your home parish, signed and 
with purpose noted in the memo section.  
 

 

Mass checks should be made out to the church where the 
mass is to be said. 
 
 

Please do NOT staple or tape your envelope. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women:  Tues, Mar 10 - Board at 6:00 pm 
  Meeting at 6:30 pm - Fr. Gallina Social Center 
50+ Club:  Wed, Mar 11 at 11 am - Fr. Ritchie Hall 
RCIA: Mondays at 7 pm - Parish Conference Room 
REP 1-7: Sun, Mar 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 9 am - Fr. Gallina 
 Social Center 
REP 8 -11: Sun, Mar 1, 8, 15 & 22 at 5:45 pm - Fr. Ritchie 
 Hall 
Rosary Altar: Thurs, Mar 12 at  6:00 pm - Fr. Ritchie Hall 
St. Francis Bell Choir:  Thursdays at 6:30 - SF choir loft 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PARISH FISH FRY 
DINNERS for Friday, March 13th & 27th 

And Good Friday, April 10th.   
Contact Tubby Maduri or the parish office if you 

can help with any of the dinners. 

 

Deep Fried  

Fish or Shrimp 
 

Friday, March 13th  

Friday, March 27th   

Good Friday, April 10th 

From 4 - 7 pm 

St. Bernard Father Gallina Social Center 
 

Fish: $10  È Shrimp or Combo: $11 

Pizza: $6 

Dinner includes fries, bread, slaw, dessert and 

choice of homemade cheese pizza or  

deep fried fish or deep fried shrimp 
 

Take-outs available 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT BRADFORD CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
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The Lighter Side 
A guy named Joe found himself in dire trouble. His busi-
ness had gone bust, and he was in serious financial trou-
ble. He was so desperate that he decided to ask God for 

help. 

He began to pray, ñGod, please help me. Iôve lost my 
business, and if I donôt get some money, Iôm going to lose 

my house as well. Please let me win the lotto.ò 

Lotto night came, but somebody else won it. 

Joe again prayed, ñGod, please let me win the lotto! Iôve 
lost my business and house, and Iôm going to lose my car 

as well.ò 

Lotto night came, but Joe still had no luck. 

Once again, he prayed, ñMy God, why have you forsaken 
me? Iôve lost my business, house, and car. My wife and 
children are starving. I donôt often ask you for help, and 
Iôve always been a good servant to you. Please just let 
me win the lotto this one time so I can get my life back in 

order.ò 

Suddenly, there was a blinding flash of light as the heav-
ens opened. Joe was confronted by the voice of God him-

self. ñJoe, meet me halfway on this. Buy a ticket!ò 



The Bradford Council #403  
of the Knights of Columbus  

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room 
at the parish office.  

Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information. 

All Council members are urged to attend,  

PRIESTSõ HOSPITAL  
VISITATIONS  

Normally Fr. Ray and Fr. Jim visit the sick at 
BRMC on Monday and Thursday ï and other 

days upon request. To assure that they visit you or a family 
member and offer a prayer and/or Communion make sure 
that you, or your family member, tell the admission person 
at BRMC these two things: 1. That you are Catholic, and 
2. That you request visits from a priest. Unless you ex-
plicitly state these two things, our priests will not be able to 
visit you due to HIPAA (privacy) regulations.  

FAMILY LIFE  
In todayôs gospel Jesus cautions it is not enough to provide 
food for our children; ñone does not live on bread alone.ò  Let 
Lent 2020 be a time when you are ñled by the Spiritò to ex-
plore new ways to be a moral guide to your children.  

MARRIAGE MOMENT  
Lent has just begun. Adam and Eve were tempted by food 
(an apple) and the lure of power. (Genesis 3:1-6) The devil 
also tempted Jesus with food (bread) and the promise of 
power. (Mt. 4:1-10) May the food you share with each other 
this week remind you to be of service to each other - not 
who is better.  
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 PRAYERSñFirst Week of Lent 
 

Sunday: Lord God, you who breathed the spirit of life with-
in me. Draw out of me the light and life you created.  
Help me to find my way back to you. Help me to use my life 
to reflect your glory and to serve others as your son Jesus 
did. 
 

Monday: Loving God, you call us back to you with all of our 
hearts. I feel your call for me deep in my heart  
and I know you want me back as much as I want to return.  
Please, Lord, give me the wisdom to know how to return.  
Make my journey back to you this Lent one of grace, for-
giveness and gentle love. 
 

Tuesday: Father of my soul, Mother of my heart, I know 
your love for me is limitless beyond imagining. You care for 
me as a loving parent. Through my smallest Lenten sacri-
fices, help me to become less selfish and more aware of 
your ways. Fan the flame of my desire to draw ever closer 
to you. Guide me to seek your love. 
 

Wednesday: Dear Lord, I know you receive what is in my 
heart. Let me be inspired by your words and by the actions 
of your son, Jesus. Guide me to make sacrifices this Lent in 
the spirit of self-denial and with greater attention to you  
and to those around me. Help me to believe that you will 
grant me this because of the sacrifice Jesus made for me. 
 

Thursday: Lord, Iôm not always eager to do your will. Iôd 
often much rather do my own will. Please be with me on 
this Lenten journey and help me to remember that your 
own spirit can guide me in the right direction. I want to ñfixò 
my weaknesses but the task seems overwhelming. But I 
know that with your help, anything can be done. With a 
grateful heart, I acknowledge your love and know that with-
out you, I can do nothing. 
 

Friday: Creator of my Life, renew me: bring me to new life 
in you. Touch me and make me feel whole again. Help me 
to see your love in the passion, death and resurrection of 
your son. Help me to observe Lent in a way that allows me 
to celebrate that love. Prepare me for these weeks of Lent  
as I feel both deep sorrow for my sins and your undying 
love for me. 
 

Saturday: Loving God, Your eternal watchfulness keeps 
me safe from harm. I am filled with a great happiness  
when I feel your endless love for me. Thank you for your 
care for me, one of your children. I ask you to protect from 
harm those who will soon be your children,  
joined in the joy of your church. Please continue to pour out 
your blessings on all of us who have been given  
the lifegiving waters of baptism. 

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN  

MAKING HISTORY 2020  
Sister Phyllis Schleicher, OSB of Catholic Rural Ministry 
in the Bradford Deanery will be honored as one of the 13 
Women Making History 2020. She has served in many and 
diverse ways through the years and this award recognizes 
her rich and significant contributions to Catholic Rural Min-
istry for the past 20 years. 
 

The event is free and open to the public sponsored by the 
Mercy Center for Women. Details are as follows: 
 Celebration of Women Making History 2020 
 Wednesday, March 4, 2020, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 Mary DõAngelo Performing Arts Center 
 Mercy Hurst University 
 Erie, PA 38th Street, Erie, PA 16546 
(Parking: South side of Performing Arts Center) 
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WHAT HAPPENS IF MY PARISH RAISES MORE THAN ITS GOAL?   
100 percent of the funds collected over a parishõs diocesan goal are retained in the parish for its individual needs. 


