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Very Rev. Raymond Gramata, V.F.   
Pastor 

Rev. Stanley Swacha, Senior Associate  
 

P.O. Box 2394 �  Bradford, PA 16701-5394  
Phone: (814) 362-6825 �  Fax: (814) 362-1479 

Email: sboffice@atlanticbb.net  
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Each of today’s readings speaks to an aspect of our human life.  From the Book of Proverbs we hear the 
famous passage of the worthy wife. No matter if we are married, single, a widow, or a widower, we long 
for companionship. We are born with the basic need to find a companion. To use modern terminology we 
are looking for a soul mate, and we feel incomplete if we cannot find one. How often after the death of a 
spouse, the survivor feels incomplete. This is why Jesus gave us the church to feel that companionship 
every time we come to worship. 
 

The second reading, taken from Saint Paul, speaks to our need to know the future. Saint Paul basically 
understands that we are born worry warts. He reminds us that we don’t and cannot know the future. It is not here yet. We 
cannot change the past - no matter how we may try; but we learn from the past and try not to make the same mistakes. 
Saint Paul wants us to live in the present moment. To help us understand that, he uses two Greek words: Chronos and 
Kairos. Chronos is clock time and Kairos is God time. Kairos is when God breaks into our every moment of our life and we 
begin to experience the presence of God, to embrace it, and live by it. Kairos is redemption, salvation. Saint Paul is asking 
us to live in this present moment for it’s in this present moment that we encounter Jesus. 
 

The Gospel contains the famous passage concerning the three servants and what they did with the money that they 
received. Each one of us at the moment of our conception has been given special talents to be both used and shared.  The 
first two servants worked and were able to make more money for their master; and the third did not. How can we look at 
these three servants in today’s world? The first two would be the successful person, but in a different way. They would be 
the one active in community, but more especially active in their parish; not only using their talents, but also bringing others 
to Jesus. They would be the ones to make their parish and community come alive. To use a modern word for the third 
servant, he would be the one who would say I am entitled to it. I don’t have to work for it; I can drift along. That person 
would possibly be the person who attends church on a regular basis; but comes and goes without Jesus truly changing their 
life. 
 

The very first question in the Baltimore Catechism gives us the perfect answer and direction that we can follow.  God made 
me to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him forever in heaven.  We are asked to 
be doers and not sitters. 
 

God Bless, ����(���
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Catholic Women:  Tues, Dec 12 @ 6:00 pm —  
 Christmas Party 
50+ Club: Wed, Dec 13 @ 11am at Fr. Ritchie Hall 
RCIA: Sun, Dec 10 & 18 @ 1:30 pm  
REP 1-8: Sun, @ 9 am, Dec 3, 10 & 17 
REP 9-11: Sun, @ 5:45 pm, Dec 3, 10 & 17 
Rosary Altar: Thurs, Dec 6 @ 6:00 pm Bradford 
 Club/Christmas Dinner, Pound Auction 
Widows Group: TBA �
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Accepting donations for the Santa Store at the 
school through Dec. 15. 

Nov 16 - Nov 30 — Senior Center Paper Drive 
Nov 23-27 Thanksgiving Break — No School or Care 

Nov 28 — School & Care Resume 
 

If you find a SBS painted rock laying somewhere 
around town, return it to the school office for a prize! 
 

For scholarship information visit our  
website, www.stbernardcatholic.org  

 

Mass—Wed, Nov 22th  @10 am - Grade 2/3 
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Gift Card order forms are available in the 
back of the churches and the parish office. 
Orders with payment are due in to the of-
fice BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 11th.  
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are  available in the Parish office They 
are in packs of 5 on sale for 2 packs for 

$5.  The cards feature St. Bernard altar/church 2011 
Christmas decorations. Contact the  
Parish office to purchase these cards.  
 

Photos by Long Art Photography. 



�������� ������ �� �����
�������������������	��
�������������������	��
�������������������	��
�������������������	�� ��� ����	����������������	����������������	����������������	������������� ���

THANK YOU TO  

 

MASCHO FUNERAL HOME 
 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

Visit the Diocese of Erie Family 
website at:  

http://www.eriercd.org/fam.htm  
and discover why families always matter!  
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Your CSA gifts support the many programs and ser-
vices offered through the Office of Education of the 
Diocese.  
The Catholic Schools Office supports and advises ele-

mentary  and secondary  schools in the areas of curric-
ulum, federal and state funding  programs, teacher per-
sonnel, school finance and general operation of the 
Catholic School System.  

The Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) provides over 
$430,000 in scholarships for elementary & secondary 
school students in need, through the Bishop’s Tuition 
Assistance Program  
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"Euthanasia and assisted suicide are never acceptable acts 
of mercy.  They always gravely exploit the suffering and des-
perate, extinguishing life in the name of the 'quality life' it-
self."          ~St. John Paul II  
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Come add your voice to the St. Bernard Sunday 
Choir. Rehearsals are held Wednesdays at 7 pm 
in St. Bernard Church. 

 www.osvonlinegiving/1845 
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Rehearsal on Monday, November 20th at 
7:00 pm in the St. Francis choir loft.  
 

New members are welcome!	
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St. Bernard 
Nov 12th Collection…………...$ TBA 

 

    CSA Assessment….$ 39,441 
  CSA to date ……..…..$ 48,694 
 

 St. Francis of Assisi 
Nov 12th Collection…………...$ TBA 

 
 

      CSA Assessment….$ 27,222 
  CSA to date ……...…..$ 21,335 
 

Make sure your checks are  
made out to your home parish and signed. 

 

Please do NOT staple or tape  
your envelopes closed.  Thank you! 
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Is now available at the front of the Church for you 
to write the names of your beloved who have 
passed.  
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Reservations and payments for the annual Christmas party 
to be held Tuesday, December 12 at the Bradford Club will 
are due by December 5th. The cost is $20/person. Contact 
Teri Everett (412-400-0544) or Kim Graham (362-7743). 
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Our second collection this week is the collection for the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) pro-
vides funding for groups that make lasting change and uplift 
the poor in the United States. CCHD’s grants improve edu-
cation, support economic development, and create afforda-
ble housing in low-income neighborhoods. Help us continue 
to defend human dignity and build communities of solidarity. 
Please give generously to the CCHD Collection. 
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The Diocese of Erie has arranged for parishion-
ers from all over the diocese to be able to ac-
cess information about the Diocese and your 

own parishes, as well as interact on personal and group 
levels on your mobile devices . 
 

Just text APP to 88202 to download the app and follow di-
rections from there! Also, there is a video at http://
bit.ly/2l0zDdh that explains it in more detail.  
 

Search for “Bradford Catholic Community”.  We will have 
information about both parishes posted eventually. This site 
is still a work in progress. 
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As the man in today’s gospel entrusted his servants with his 
money, so God has ‘entrusted’ our family to us. Like the 
good servants we are expected, not to play it safe, but to 
selflessly and totally invest ourselves in each other.  
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"When one finds a worthy wife [husband] their value is far 
beyond pearls [money]." (Proverbs 31:10) Although this 
scripture traditionally refers to wives, it works equally well for 
husbands. Pause for a moment and ponder the worth of your 
beloved.  
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Oplatki are now available in the  

Parish office for $3.  
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Bradford Ecumenical Home, Inc. is accepting 
donations of children’s mittens of all sizes.  
Donations accepted at the Ecumenical Home 
or Chapel Ridge through December 8th. They 

will be hung on our Mitten Tree and donated to local school 
children. Please help us to keep little hands warm this winter. 
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There are Christmas Flower envelopes in your 
December envelope packs. If you would like 
to honor a living or deceased family mem-
ber or friend, write their name on the back 

of the envelope, include your donation and drop it into the 
collection basket or bring it to the Parish Office. If you do 
not receive envelopes, use put your name on a small plain 
envelope and list your names on the back of it.  Either way 
make sure to note living (L) or deceased (D) for each 
name.  
These remembrance requests are due in to 
the office by Monday, December 11, 2017. 
Remembrance sheets with these names will be 
with the December 24th bulletin. 
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Bradford Area Ministerium  

Community Thanksgiving Service 
will be at the Church of Ascension on Chautauqua Place 

this year on Tuesday, November 21st at 7 pm.  
Several area pastors will be participating.  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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The office is working on the ministers’ schedule for the 
next several months.  This includes the special masses 
over Christmas and New Years.  If you have a specific 
mass you can serve or not serve please let the office 
know ASAP.  We hope to have the schedules to you by 
the beginning of December so we have time to work out 
any conflict. If you have any questions, please call.				

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environ-
ments --Online Safety Tips for Parents & Kids:  

Even the most trusted adults can’t always be trusted. 
Coaches, teacher and parents are authority figures children 
feel they can trust. Yet, a large percentage of those who 
sexually abuse children come from this group. These are 
adults who have the opportunity to ‘groom’ children with 
affection and attention, making it difficult for children to 
identify certain attention as abuse. And they know that chil-
dren have been taught to ‘mind’ them. Adults must be vigi-
lant and trained torecognize ‘red flags’ of predatory behav-
ior. To see what the Diocese of Erie is doing to help create 
safe environments, check out http://www.eriercd.org/
protectyouth.htm 
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St. Bernard School  
  Santa Store 
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Very Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Rev. Stanley Swacha,  Senior Associate 

Mrs. Linda Cecchetti, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 

Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays. 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 8 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation)  
meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 
5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE 
SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving students, 
preschool through eighth grade. Open to 
parishioners, Catholics from other parishes and 
those of other faiths.  Offering Extended Care 
before, during, and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our 
Catholic School.  Each parishioner is called upon to 
practice good stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you may 
not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would 
love to meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
Religious Education:  

Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  

evenings at St. Francis 
 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Mariann Pascarella      
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata         

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Linda Cecchetti, Principal 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  Joan Hoffman      
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (363-9110) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 
 

Sunday, Nov 19 -  Rev. James J. Kennelley 
Monday, Nov 20 - Rev. William M. Kuba 
Tuesday, Nov 21 -  Rev. Donald E. Berdis 
Wednesday, Nov 22 - Rev. John L. Miller  
Thursday, Nov 23 – Rev. Scott W. Jabo 
Friday, Nov 24 - Rev. T. Shane Mathew 
Saturday, Nov 25 - Rev. Jeffrey J. Lucas 
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Weekday masses are held in the Divine Mercy Chapel 
 

Monday, November 20 
   SB  8:00 am   Thomas Zimbardi (Ron & Kathy Symington) 
   SF  9:00 am   Parishioners 
Tuesday, November 21 
   SF  9:00 am   Edna Maxine Matto (Barry Matto) 
Wednesday,  November 22 
   SB 8:00 am    Andrew R. Taylor (Family) 
SBS 10:00 am   Sam Krieg (Tom & Gayle Kochan) 
Thursday, November 23 —Thanksgivng Day 
   SB  9:00 am   All Parishioners/ Harry Stoltz (Louise Stoltz) 

Mass in Church   
 Friday, November 24 
   SB  8:00 am   Josephine McNamara & Family (Family) 
Saturday, November 25 
   SF  9:00 am   Rose & Vincenzo Pascarella (Family) 
   SB  5:15 pm   Everett & Kingdom Families (Family) 
Sunday, November 26 

     SF  8:00 am   Alice Razzano (Lou & Angie Monti) 
   SB  10:00 am   Mary & John Curcio (Vince & Mary Lou  
   Iaderosa) 
  OM  11:30 am   Gloria Pingie (Family) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am mass at St. Francis 
and before 5:15 mass at St. Bernard)   
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Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Michelle Allen, 
Betty Baliski, Bill Baynes, Barb Bernheisel & Foster 
Family, Shirley Black, Barbara Boser, John Bove, 

Mary Brzenski, Tom Burke, Donna Carll, Annie Champagne, 
Dick Clark,  Betsy Costello, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, 
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Helen DeFrank, Paul Eakin, Michael 
Eaton, Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Ysbella 
Feldman, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Ken Hall, Pearl Harris, 
Susan Hamric, Brandon M. Henry, Jill Henry, Sandy 
Holsinger, Kathy Howe, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Rita Leone, 
George MacFarlane, Sr.,  Kaylee Marsfelder, Colleen 
McNamara, Shannon McNamara, Mariana Militelo, Anne 
Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Frank Organski, Cheri 
O’Mara, Courtney Prentiss, Lori Rigowski, James 
Romanelli, Tim Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Nancy Shaw, 
Judith Shick, Caro Simonds, Steve Skaggs, Dan Songer, 
Hailey Smith, Lillian Stoddard,  Bonnie Swackhamer, 
Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Richard Yovichin, Lisa 
Zurat 
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Saturday, November 25 SB 5:15 pm 
 Lector:  Paul Curcio 
 EM:  Paul Douglas/ Cliff Ackley/ VOLUNTEER 
 Servers:  Cara & Laryssa Webster 
 

Sunday, November 26   SF 8:00 am 
 Lector:  Chuck Lang 
 EM:  April Lang/ Deb Woodley/ Craig Cuthbertson 
 Servers: Noah Meyer/ Samantha Soyke 
 

SB 10:00 am   
 Lector:  Greg Ulyan 
 EM:  Celia Romanelli/ Doris Hungiville/ Paul Curcio 
 Servers:  Tim & Clare Mulcahy/ Christian Peterson 

 OM 11:30 am   
 Lector:  Aime Bundy 
 EM:  Carol Vinca 
 Servers: VOLUNTEER 
 

Hospital/Pavilion:  VOLUNTEER 
Chapel Ridge:  Chuck Lang 
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Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-5/ 
 1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 
Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/ 
 Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158/ 
 Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-7/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b, 15/ 
 Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chr 29:10bcd-12/Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-3, 5-6/ 
 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46  
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 Nov 20 - 24: Team 1 
 

L. Hogue/  
S. Madison/  
R. & J. Geis/  

P. Pyle 


