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ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHURCH  BRADFORD, PA  

No one could have ever guessed what a Holy Week Disaster this year’s has turned out to be. 

Celebrating all of the services in an empty church? Who would have ever guessed that it would 

come to be? It does not make sense. BUT we have to remember that God is in charge and He 

will see us through it! 
 

What we should concentrate on is keeping the “Spirit of Holy Week” and what it stands for – 

OUR REDEMPTION.  So, let us begin with today - Palm Sunday. The beauty of this 

Feast is that it shows God’s great love for us and mankind’s fickleness. This is the beginning of 

the feast of our redemption. It starts with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and the 

reaction of the priests and elders regarding what is taking place. They are not happy, but they 

are afraid to do anything because of the crowd supporting Jesus.  
 

The Passion read from the Gospel of Saint Matthew shows the fickleness of the crowd. At the beginning of the week they are 

shouting “Hosanna to the son of David” and at the end of the week are shouting “Crucify Him!”  The High Priest was pleased 

that they could turn the crowd against Jesus; they had succeeded. The leaders knew how to persuade a crowd. We might do 

the same like when we jump to a conclusion or believe that if everyone is doing it, it must be right. In herd mentality, we don’t 

think for ourselves. Let us put ourselves in the crowd and for the most part we would probably do the same. We should take 

the time to meditate on Saint Matthew’s Passion account. 
 

Let us explore the events of Holy Thursday, the day Jesus gave Himself to the Apostles and to us in the Eucharist. Two 

important things are happening at that moment. He ordained His apostles as Bishops to carry on His work and He said: “This 

is My Body, This is the cup of My blood do this in memory of Me.” Notice His word “MY” - Jesus did not say it looks like or 

could be - He said “This is My”. So, at the moment of consecration, during the Mass, the priest repeats the words of Jesus. 

THANK YOU, JESUS. 
 

Then we have the procession of the consecrated hosts, at the close of the Liturgy, where they are moved to another place in 

the church. We might ask why? For two reasons: it reminds us of the Apostles’ walk with Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane 

and the events that took place there set us up for the betrayal of Jesus with a kiss by Judas. Every time that we sin, we are 

like Judas betraying Jesus with a kiss. The second is emptiness. The tabernacle door is left open, the sanctuary candle is 

blown out. For me that is when the church feels “cold”. Everything is stripped from the altar. That is when one feels that Christ 

has died. That is when I feel grief realizing all that Jesus is about to do for me. 
 

Let us examine Good Friday. What an odd name for it? Why is it Good? Simply because it is the day that Jesus died for my 

sins. What looked like an ultimate failure became God’s greatest success story that continues even to today. 
 

I want to share some symbolism with you. In Mel Gibson’s version of The Passion, I love the scene where Jesus is in the 

garden praying and in the corner of the scene you see a dark figure and from the bottom of his garment you see a snake 

slither towards Jesus. As it gets close to Jesus you see Jesus crush the snake. Think back to Genesis chapter 3:15. This is 

where Jesus begins to crush the power of Satan. On Good Friday, Satan thought that he had won when Jesus died, but he got 

the biggest surprise on Easter Sunday when Jesus rose from the dead, His power was broken. (Cont’d on next page) 

Fr. Ray
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A HUGE thank you to everyone who ordered dinners on 
March 13th & 27th!  We know this last Friday was crazy as it 
was the first time we had take-out and deliveries only.  We 
will do better on Good Friday!  We anticipate seeing you 
and another sell-out!  Thanks so much for your support! 
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Deep Fried Fish or Shrimp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday, April 10th 

From 4 - 7 pm 

St. Bernard Father Gallina Social Center 
 

Fish $10 - Shrimp or Combo $11  

Pizza $6 

Dinner includes fries, bread, slaw, dessert and 

choice of homemade cheese pizza or  

deep fried fish or deep fried shrimp 

Take-Outs and Deliveries ONLY 
Call the Parish Office 362-6825 
after 4:00 pm on the day of 

(Cont’d) Holy Saturday night gives us both a reminder and a celebration of God’s love for us. It begins out-

side of the church with the lighting of the fire, an ancient symbol but for many does not mean much. But it 

is the spark that reaches its zenith in the lighting of the Easter candle. The light of Christ dispels the dark-

ness of sin. Then the candle is brought into the church and we hear these word sung: “Light of Christ” and 

from the Easter candle our candles are lit that we hold in our hands. Reminders to us that we must now 

carry Christ to the world because we have been lit by Christ. 
 

Then we have the readings from Scripture that continue to remind us of God’s saving love for us. Later on, we bless water to 
remind us not only of the Red Sea crossing to safety, but also the waters of Baptism that put us into a personal relationship 
with Jesus. That is why we are not only blessed by that water, but also making a renewal of our Baptismal promises. 
Yes, we may not be able to be in church, but I hope this little journey through Holy Week will help you to focus on the wonder-

ful love story of our redemption. CHRIST HAS DIED, CHRIST IS RISEN, CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN. 

God Bless,    

A Special Note: 

We know these are difficult times for everyone, including 
you and your family. Our Parishes remain committed to the 
spiritual care of our parishioners and the faithful in our 
communities. Although how we do that is changing tempo-
rarily, our purpose remains the same. Please be assured of 
our prayers for you and your families, particularly in the 
daily private Masses Father Ray and Father Jim are offering 
for your intentions.  St. Bernard Church remains open daily 
for your visits, candle lighting and to pick up a bulletin/
reminder. 

Our Parish office is temporarily closed to walk-in traffic but 
still open for phone calls or messages to try to meet your 
needs.             

Please be aware that like any family, our parish has ongoing 
operating costs. We are entirely dependent upon you to 
meet those financial obligations. Please continue to make 
your weekly offertory gifts through our online giving, mail, 
or slide an envelope under the front door. If you have any 
questions, contact the office at 362-6825. 

Fr. Ray 

CONFESSIONS: 
Individual confessions will be made available to those who call 
and make and appointment with Fr. Ray or Fr. Jim.  These will 
only be held in St. Bernard church. 
FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT GET TO CONFESSION: 
Recognizing that for many people, it is impossible to get to con-
fession to obtain sacramental absolution, the Holy See reminds 
us that those individuals can still obtain the forgiveness of sins, 
even mortal sins, through an “act of perfect contrition”.  

This consists of a prayer expressing a sincere request for 
forgiveness motivated by the love of God above all things, 
accompanied by a firm resolve to go to confession to obtain 
sacramental absolution as soon as possible (cf. Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, no. 1452). Note: Imperfect contrition 
is that motivated by fear of hell; perfect contrition is that mo 
tivated by love of God.  

The prayer called for in this case is an “act of perfect contrition”, not a 
“perfect act of contrition” as is sometimes mistakenly expressed.  



 

Get resources and suggestions 
for your family at the Diocese of 
E r i e ’ s  f a m i l y  w e b s i t e , 

www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm.  At the Diocese of Erie, fami-
lies always matter! Go Families!  

FAMILY LIFE 
The cruel death of Jesus tells us bad things can and do hap-
pen to very good people.  It also tells us God is present dur-
ing the suffering.  Bad things happen but God does not 
abandon us.  
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 PRAYERS - HOLY WEEK 
 

Sunday: Loving God, I am just beginning to realize how much 
you love me. Your son, Jesus was humble and obedient. He 
fulfilled your will for him by becoming human and suffering with 
us. I ask you for the desire to become more humble so that my 
own life might also bear witness to you. I want to use the small 
sufferings I have in this world to give you glory. Please, Lord, 
guide my mind with your truth. Strengthen my life by the example 
of Jesus. Help me to be with Jesus in this week as he demon-
strates again his total love for me. He died so that I would no 
longer be separated from you. Help me to feel how close you are  
and to live in union with you. 
 

Monday: God of love, My prayer is simple: Your son, Jesus, 
suffered and died for me. I know only that I cannot have real 
strength unless I rely on you. I cannot feel protected from my 
many weaknesses until I turn to you for forgiveness and your 
unalterable love. Help me to share this strength, protection and 
love with others. 
 

Tuesday: God of such unwavering love, how do I "celebrate"  
the passion and death of Jesus? I often want to look the other 
way and not watch, not stay with Jesus in his suffering. Give me 
the strength to see his love with honesty and compassion and to 
feel deeply your own forgiveness and mercy for me. Help me to 
understand how to "celebrate" this week. I want be able to bring  
my weaknesses and imperfections with me as I journey with Je-
sus this week, so aware of his love. 
 

Wednesday: My savior, do you invite me to share in the glory of 
the resurrection? Please stay with me as I struggle to see how 
accepting the crosses of my life will free me from the power of 
the one who wants only to destroy my love and trust in you. Help 
me to be humble and accepting like your son, Jesus. I want to 
turn to you with the same trust he had in your love. Save me, 
Lord. Only you can save me. 
 

Thursday: Loving Provider, you gather me in this upper room 
with your son, to be fed by your love. At that supper, Jesus told 
us to "love one another" and I know that is the heart of his gift,  
his sacrifice for me. I ask that I might find the source of my own 
heart, the meaning for my own life, in that Eucharist. Guide me to 
the fullness of your love and life. 
 

Friday: My Lord, your son has suffered so much, shed so much 
blood. I was born with so many faults and my nature is so full of 
weakness, and yet your son Jesus has died on the cross. For 
me. I know your grace has the power to cleanse me of my many 
sins and to make me more like your Son. Thank you for your 
goodness and love for me. I ask you, Father, to watch over me - 
always. 

The Lighter Side 
God was talking to one of his angels and said, “Do you know 
what I have just done? I’ve just created a 24-hour period of alter-
nating light and darkness on Earth. Isn’t that great?” 
The angel said, “Yes, but what will you do now?” 
God said, “I think I’ll call it a day.” 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
As we start Holy Week, we will fast, remember a sacred 
communal meal, suffering, death, and resurrection. Recall a 
time in your marriage when you went without, ate with joy, 
had physical or emotional pain, or experienced the death of 
a loved one. And still you are together. Ahhhh!  

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments 

Child Abuse Prevention Month- Reporting Suspected Child 
Abuse is Everyone’s Responsibility: It is every adult’s moral 
responsibility to report suspected abuse or neglect of a minor to 
the responsible authorities. Sexual abuse of minors is a pervasive 
societal problem, and only concerted and sustained efforts by all 
adults in every segment of society can help to protect children 
and youth.  In the 2019 state report there were 5,102 substantiat-
ed reports of child abuse in Pennsylvania in 2018. 47.4% of the 
substantiated reports were for sexual abuse. To report suspected 
abuse of a minor, call Childline at 1-800-932-0323 (anytime 24/7). 
Visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ to learn how mandat-
ed reporters in the Erie diocese are required report suspected 
child abuse.  

THANK YOU TO 
 

Valley View Dental  
 

PLEASE SUPPORT SPONSOR 

 

CEMETERY 
ADORNMENTS 

 

It’s Spring ! Time to clean up the Cemetery! 
Please spruce up around your grave sites, pick up any  

debris and prepare for Memorial Day.  
New flowers/pots can be placed after April 15th. 

https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/
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Op-ed published by the Erie Times-News, 3.22.2020  
 

There is no better time to grow in our faith than in a moment of crisis. 
 

That is one of the points I made in a letter I sent to Catholics across the 
Diocese of Erie last week. It was a letter I never could have imagined 
writing — a letter suspending the celebration of Mass in public until fur-
ther notice. 
 

If what I wrote is true, our faith is going to grow by leaps and bounds. The anxiety we have been experiencing as part of the 
global community, and now as a nation about to face the full force of COVID-19, is extraordinary. The knowledge, ingenuity 
and can-do spirit we are used to relying on is certainly in play. But it’s hard not to be thrown into disarray in the face of so 
many unknown variables. 
 

This is exactly the moment we need to stop and recognize that we are not doing battle alone. “Are not five sparrows sold for 
two small coins?” Jesus asks in Luke’s Gospel. “Yet not one of them has escaped the notice of God. Even the hairs of your 
head have all been counted.” 
 

God is aware of every single worry, every fear, every concern in our hearts. He understands how difficult it is to balance work-
ing from home with the needs of our children. He also knows if we are suddenly without work. He is aware of how helpless we 
feel, not being able to visit our elderly parents. 
 

I’m not suggesting faith will make all of this just go away. But I am saying it will help us navigate the path before us, one step at 
a time. And I know for certain that we can find relief by quieting ourselves in the midst of the fray and entering into God’s pres-
ence wherever we are. 
 

That’s a good thing, given the need to refrain from being in large groups. Remember the comfort we found as we gathered in 
places of worship in the days after 9/11? A few people have indicated that if we truly had faith, we would not be afraid to get 
together — that God would protect us. My response is that God also has given us common sense! 
 

I find it interesting that we are experiencing this crisis in the middle of the season of Lent, a time of sacrifice. We’ve had no 
choice but to retreat from our normal routines. The question before each of us is, how will we respond? Let’s not waste it. 
 

Consider some of the opportunities before us. Are we embracing the chance to spend time with our family members, choosing 
to be a loving presence as opposed to one of anger and despair? Are there elderly neighbors who could benefit from an in-
quiry about whether or not they have enough food in the pantry (made from an appropriate social distance of course)? Is there 
an old friend who would appreciate a moment of distraction a phone call or a text message would offer? What treasures might 
we unearth in keeping holy the sabbath as individuals or as families? 
 

At this point, it appears likely we will not even be able to worship together in time for one of the high points of the Catholic and 
Christian faith, Holy Week and Easter. But rather than focusing on our disappointment, let’s see what we might discover during 
this unusual moment. The Internet is filled with creative, entertaining and inspiring responses to this crisis. Italians singing with 
each other from their windows. Pope Francis making a mini-pilgrimage to pray in the empty streets of Rome. Pastors taping 
photos of their parishioners to their pews so they do not feel alone while celebrating private Masses. (Did you know every 
priest is still offering a private Mass every day? And in our region, I’ve asked them to pray for you, the people of their parishes 
and neighborhoods.) 
 

Lent is not just spent in darkness and sacrifice. It also is spent in anticipation of the glorious celebration of Easter and new life. 
With God woven into every moment of our lives, we will get through the significant challenges brought about by the pandemic. 
Having truly lived the Easter mystery, we will know joy. We will know peace. And we will know new life. 

Spring! 
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PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 

Rev. James Gutting,  Senior Associate 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon: 9 am to 4 pm         Tues - Fri: 8 am to 4 pm 

Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 
Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays.  
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

 

Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 7 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 8, 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation)  meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton 
Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs 
begin  in September.  
 
 

We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 

⬧Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, our parish web site 
for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contributing in 
this convenient way to your parish.  
 

⬧You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to 
make changes. You can use any of your checking or sav-
ings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit 
cards to make donations to our parish.  
 

⬧You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal 
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your 
contribution history and even generate tax statements at 
each year’s end. Visit the website today! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 

 

REP Coordinator: Kim VanHorn 
Grades 1-7, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 

Grades 8, 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  
evenings at St. Francis 

 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Joan Raabe 
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata  

        

Parish Community 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society    
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (598-5565) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 

Normal Parish Office Hours:   

Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm 

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:45 pm) 

NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have 

concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.  

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments. Each 
parishioner is called upon to practice good 
stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  If you are 
not currently receiving envelopes, you may not be 
registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to 
meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 



MINISTER SCHEDULE  
FOR MASSES  

 

Saturday, - SB 5:15 pm 
Lector:    
EM:   
Servers:   

Sunday, - SF 8:00 am  
Lector:   

 EM:   
 Servers:  

 

SB 10:00 am  
Lector:   
EM:   
Servers:   
 

 OM 11:30 am   
Lector:   
EM:   
Servers:   

:  No visits until further notice 

 
MASS INTENTIONS   

 

No public masses until further notice 
 

Monday, April 6 
   SF  Parishioners 
   SB  Jeanne Cucuzza (Aunt Louise) 
Tuesday, April 7 
   SF    Joseph Troutman, Sr (Ron & Kathy Symington) 
  SB     Howard Nickel (Fran Nickel) 
Wednesday,  April 8 
   SF     Msgr. Daniel Arnold (Patricia Murphy) 
  SB     Garrett Bednarz (Mary Luzzi) 
Thursday, April 9 
 Living and Deceased Members of the 
       Bradford Catholic Community 

April 10 
                The Passion of Christ
Saturday, April 11 
                Living and Deceased Members of the 
       Bradford Catholic Community 
Sunday, April 12  

             Living & Deceased Members of the  
    Bradford Catholic Community 

These intentions will be said by Fr. Ray and  
Fr. Jim at private masses during the week. 

GOD’S   HOUSEKEEPERS 

Apr 6 - Apr 10: TEAM 1:  
S. Madison/R. & J. Geis 

P. Pyle/V. Hauser 

Readings for the Week APR 5, 2020 
 

Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/ 
 Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54   
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11  
Tuesday:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 15ab]/ 
 Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday:  Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/ 
 Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday:  Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27 
 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-
 14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 
 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 
 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/ 
 Jn 18:1—19:42 
Saturday:  Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 
 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 [5b]/ 
 Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 
 [1]/Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-
 14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 
 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 
 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-
 11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 
Next Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/ 
 Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth 
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara 
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie 
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick 
Clark, Billie Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul 

Curcio, Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Alliyson 
Feldman, Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat 
Girard, Jill Henry, Dominic Iaderosa, Jody Iaderosa, Mary 
Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Judy Keenan, Mary Keesler, 
James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita Leone, Paula 
Louk, Barbara Matto, Colleen McNamara, Shannon 
McNamara, Dick Melka,  Mariana Militelo, Anne Miller, Joe 
Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom Piganelli, John 
Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Stacie Riddel, 
Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor, Steve Skaggs, 
Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex Tingley, Mary 
Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Donna Whitford, 
Lisa Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
 

(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should  
still be included, please call the parish office.) 

Due to the coronavirus the suppliers of 
palms were not able to fill the orders.  

Therefore, we will not have any this year. 


