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This Sunday is indeed a special day for us as believers in Jesus. We are part of it as it is a worldwide
event. We simply call it the Feast of the Epiphany. On Christmas day, we celebrated the manifestation of
Jesus to the chosen people of Israel. The ones chosen were not powerful in the eyes of the world – no
kings or people like that. The ones visited by the angels that night were the shepherds and the
townspeople. Today however, we celebrate the manifestation of Jesus to the world, the Gentiles. These
three men took notice of a star and at once they knew that the star had a story to tell and they had been
chosen to reveal that story. We don’t know how long they followed the star; all we know is that they were
compelled to do it. The star led them as far as the walls of the city of Jerusalem and then stopped shining.
So, they thought that the child had been born in the palace of the king. But King Herod had no knowledge
of such a birth and perceived the child as a threat. Herod found out from his scholars that the Child would be born in
Bethlehem and then told the Magi after they had seen this new King to come back and tell him; so that he might go see Him.
As soon as they left the walls of the city, the star once more appeared bright and guided them.

This entourage must have caused quite a stir upon reaching Bethlehem. The star led the Magi to the place where Jesus was.
No one was expecting them and wondered why they were there. Mary and Joseph were totally caught off guard by the visit.
What is the lesson that we are called to learn from the Magi? Two things: faith and discipleship. Let us look first at faith. Other
people saw just a star in the heavens without any clue to its significance. That is all that King Herod and his followers saw. It
was just a star among many stars. The Magi saw it as a star that announced the new born King of the Jews and they had to
go and worship this new born King. It took faith; for without faith, it was just an ordinary star.
Now look at discipleship. Think of the spectacle that the Magi must have caused on their journey to Bethlehem. People must
have kept asking them why and where they were going. So, they told their story and knowingly or unknowingly helped people
to believe in Jesus and the importance of the star. Under the direction of an angel, they went home by another route. They
now had a better story to tell - they had seen the new born King of the Jews. Thus, many more people came to believe by their
new story. While this story was the same as the first, it differed because they had actually seen the King of the Jews.
The Magi also brought gifts for baby Jesus. They brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh, valuable items that were standard
gifts to honor a king or a deity in the ancient world. Scholars believe that these three items were chosen for their spiritual
symbolism about Jesus himself – gold, representing His Kingship; frankincense, a symbol of His priestly role; and myrrh, a
foreshadowing of His death and embalming – an interpretation made popular in the well-known Christmas carol, “We Three
Kings.” From the book of Isaiah, when describing Jerusalem’s glorious restoration, he tells of nations and kings who will come,
bearing gold and frankincense, proclaiming the praises of the Lord (Isaiah 60:6).
So, what do we learn from the Magi? Faith played an important part in their lives and thus we must allow faith to play an
important part in our lives. Their whole purpose in life was to give witness to that faith by word and example and that has to be
the same for us.
I know we put emphasis upon the gifts that they brought, but we forget that the gift they truly brought was the gift of
themselves. That is the very same gift that we are called to bring – the gift of ourselves.
Happy and Blessed Feast of Epiphany.
God Bless, Fr. Ray
-

2019 FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

REQUEST FORMS for a 2019 Financial printout for tax
purposes can be found in the back of the Church. Return
them to the Parish Office or in the Sunday collection.

-
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: No Meeting in January
50+ Club: Jan 8 at 11 am - Fr. Ritchie Hall
RCIA: Mondays at 7 pm - Parish Conference Room
REP 1-7: Sun, Jan 5, 12 & 26 at 9 am - Fr. Gallina Social
Center
REP 8 -11: Sun, Jan 5 & 12 at 5:45 pm - Fr. Ritchie Hall
Rosary Altar: No Meeting in January
St. Francis Bell Choir: Thursdays at 6:30 - SF choir loft

FAMILY LIFE

Today’s gospel tells us “all Jerusalem” was upset because
“King Herod was deeply troubled.” A similar ripple effect
happens in families; one person’s negative attitude can affect the whole family. If you want a peaceful and joyful
home, it must start with you. Be peaceful and joyful!

The Epiphany of the Lord
PRIESTS’ HOSPITAL
VISITATIONS

Normally Fr. Ray and Fr. Jim visit the sick at
BRMC on Monday and Thursday – and other
days upon request. To assure that they visit you or a family
member and offer a prayer and/or Communion make sure
that you, or your family member, tell the admission person
at BRMC these two things: 1. That you are Catholic, and
2. That you request visits from a priest. Unless you explicitly state these two things, our priests will not be able to
visit you due to HIPAA (privacy) regulations.
The Bradford Council #403 of the Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a Free Throw Championship on Sunday,
January 26 at 2:00 at the St. Bernard Gym on Festival
Way. All boys and girls ages 9 through 14 as of January 1
are eligible to participate free of charge. Each age group
winner will advance to the District competition in February.
Entry forms are available at Fuhrman Chiropractic Center
and you can also register at the competition. For more
information contact Dave Fuhrman at 598-3975.

RETREAT FOR CAREGIVERS

Join us at Villa Maria Education and Spirituality Center in
Villa Maria, Pa. for a retreat entitled Self-Care Retreat for
Caregivers. The retreat will be held January 24-26, 2020
from 7 p.m. Friday to noon Sunday. The retreat will be presented by Dena Deluco and Maureen Lauer-Gatta. For
more information go to www.vmesc.org or call 724-9648886.

MASCHO FUNERAL
HOME, INC.

SURVIVING DIVORCE Healing Program

Surviving Divorce Ministry, a 12 -week group to help those
who are separated or divorced, will run on Wednesdays from
February 12 – May 6, 2020 from 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at St.
Mark Catholic Center in Erie (Cost - $15 for book/
journal). Many topics to begin healing will be addressed
through DVDs with experienced presenters and real men
and women who have felt the pain of divorce. Please call
the Family Life Office, (814) 824-1261, or email: familylife@eriercd.org for more information and/or to register.
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St. Bernard / St. Francis Parishes

In Memory of our Deceased Family and Friends
David J. Cummins
Gerald P. Cummins
Joseph Troutman

MARRIAGE MOMENTS

The Epiphany is a feast of outreach and inclusion. The appearance of Jesus to the three wise men from the East reminds us that Jesus came for all humankind, not just the
Jewish people. So too, married love is not a gift to be hoarded. Reach out to someone who is sad, in trouble, or from a
different culture. Can you do it together?

BIBLE THOUGHT

Adult: The Magi were strangers from another
land. How do you welcome immigrants and
strangers in the name of Christ?
Child: What could you do to be like a star and
lead someone to know about Jesus?

ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER

Engagement Encounter still has openings for its for January 24th through 26th weekend at St. Mark’s Catholic Center
in Erie. Prepare for your marriage with a weekend you’ll
never forget. For information or registration please call 814824-1261 or by email at: familylife@erieRCD.org .
Remember, “A wedding is one day, marriage is for a lifetime”. Space is limited; call today to secure your place.

SOUP/CHILI 2020

Volunteers needed to help plan
2020 Chili/ Soup Contest.
Anyone interested in helping to plan
this event can attend an organizational meeting on Monday, January 6 at 4:00 at St. Francis Ritchie Hall. If you
can not attend this meeting but still want to help, call Dawn
Kozminski at 814-558-6945.

CHILD PROTECTION & CREATING
SAFE ENVIRONMENTS

January is Human Trafficking Prevention Month: Trafficking of youth is a form of modern slavery. It includes both
sex trafficking and forced labor. Any child under age 18 engaged in commercial sex is a victim of sex trafficking, even if
the youth’s participation is not forced or coerced. Be aware
of recruiting tactics. Traffickers target victims through social
media sites, telephone chat lines, afterschool programs, at
shopping malls, bus depots, clubs/bars or through friends
and acquaintances. To help protect your child, ask questions
about your child’s friends, monitor their computer use and
know where he/she hangs out. For more information on protecting our youth from human trafficking or to report suspected trafficking visit: https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/
trafficking_ts_2019.pdf
Visit https://www.eriercd.org/
childprotection/ to see what the diocese is doing to help
maintain safe environments for children and youth.

www.osvonlinegiving/1845
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Evanelle Ann Graney
The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus
meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room
at the parish office.
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.
All Council members are urged to attend,
and new members are most welcome.
WELCOME

Baptism - December 28, 2019

Greese Elizabeth Peloquin
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NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have
concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.

-

CHOOSE LIFE
We are reminded that, as a gift from God, every
human life is sacred, from conception until natural death. The life and dignity of every person
must be respected and protected at every stage
and in every condition. … The Kingdom of God
is recognizing that we are all made in the image and likeness of God, and thus are called to respect each other and
the dignity of every human being.

~ Most Reverend Martin D. Holley, Auxiliary Bishop of Washington
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Normal Parish Office Hours:
Mon 9 am - 4 pm w Tues - Fri, 8 am - 4 pm

-

—

—
-
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, January 6
SB 8:00 am All Parishioners
SF 9:00 am All the Souls in Purgatory
Tuesday, January 7
SF 9:00 am Bill Cauley (Mary Anne)
Wednesday, January 8
SB 8:00 am Howard Sluga (Family)
Thursday, January 9
SB 8:00 am Rich Wareham (Family)
SF 9:00 am Rosario Fabian Family (Estate)
January 10
SB 8:00 am Zachary Vigliotta (Grandma Ann)
Saturday, January 11
SF 9:00 am Joseph Piersimoni (Joyce Schaming)
SB 5:15 pm Don Girard (James “Tubby” Maduri)
Sunday, January 12
SF 8:00 am Bill O’Donnell (a) (Nancy & Family)
SB 10:00 am Lena Durnein (Lisa Zurat)
OM 11:30 am All the Souls in Purgatory

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES JAN 11 - 12
Saturday, January 11 — SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Mary Anne Stauffer
EM: Dick Williams/ Tammy Black/ Judy Keenan
Servers: Aliya, Emma & Laryssa Webster
Sunday, January 12 — SF 8:00 am
Lector: Candy Tingley
EM: Sue Bradley/ Chris Pehonsky/ Suzie Sperry
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Andy Kearns
EM: Lynn Hogue/ Beth Mongillo/ VOLUNTEER
Servers: Daniel Marasco/ Erica Marshall
OM 11:30 am
Lector: David Ditz
EM: Kim Ditz
Servers: Jacob Hannah
: Craig Cuthbertson
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
JAN 6 - 10: TEAM 2:
D. Jadlowiec/ D. Housler/ V. Comilla/
D. & L. Williams/ K. Smeal
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Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/ Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17
[cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/
Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and
9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17

Sun, Jan 5 - Rev. Msgr. Bruce R. Allison
Mon, Jan 6 - Rev. Michael Polinek
Tues, Jan 7 - Rev. Robert L. Humenay
Wed, Jan 8 - Rev. David J. Wilson
Thurs, Jan 9 - Rev. Richard J. Toohey
Fri, Jan 10 - Rev. William M. Laska
Sat, Jan 11 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara
Boser, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie Buccolini, Gigi
Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick Clark, Billie
Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul Curcio, Charlotte
Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Alliyson Feldman, Patrick
Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill Henry,
Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Middalia Kan, Mary
Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita
Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara Matto, Colleen McNamara,
Shannon McNamara, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Anne
Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dom
Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Stacie Riddel, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor,
Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex
Tingley, Mary Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson,
Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.
(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should
still be included, please call the parish office.)

