December 8, 2019 The Catholic Community of Bradford

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF BRADFORD

DeCeMBeR 8, 2019

This week we look at the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, as it were, the early years. We learn about
the early years from what is called the Infancy Gospel of James. This is one of the gospels not found in
the Bible. We will start with Mary. Like Elizabeth and Zechariah, Joachim and Anna (Mary’s parents)
were also elderly and childless.
Both Anna and Joachim were visited by an angel telling them that God had heard their prayers and they
would not be childless. They rejoiced in the news that their “shame” (being childless) was removed.
When Mary was born, she stayed with them until she was three years old. They had promised her to
God, so when she was three years old, they brought her to the Temple and left her there. When she was
twelve years old, the priests in the temple asked what they should do with her and they prayed and received this answer.
“Gather the widowers of the people and let each one carry a staff. And the one whom the Lord points out with a sign, she will
be his wife.” The widowers came to the temple as they were asked with their staffs. The priest took the staffs and prayed over
them and then gave them back. Out of the staff in Joseph’s hand came a dove and stood on Joseph’s head. The priests
rejoiced in the fact that God had shown them the one who would be the husband of Mary.
At first Joseph was both surprised and reluctant, saying: “I have sons and am old, while she is young.” But the priests
encouraged him to do what God had asked of him and so he did. At that point, they were betrothed to each other, but not
living together. This is when the Angel visits Mary and tells her that she will become the Mother of God. She then goes and
visits Elizabeth. I will talk about this next week.
Now, let us look at Joseph. When Mary came home from visiting Elizabeth, Joseph realized that she was pregnant and quite
naturally got shook up. He was in a quandary about what to do. He knew what the law would say - stone her to death. But his
love for her was intense and he did not want to see that happen. That night, in a dream, an angel reassured Joseph that all
was well and it was God’s plan. So, he took her, loved her and protected her. Quite naturally, this got around town, people
talked and pointed fingers at both of them. They were forced to go to the priests of the temple for judgment; they took the test
to see if they were innocent. They passed the test which surprised the priests. It was then that the priests saw the hand of God
in this situation and would not judge them as sinners.
Joseph, like Mary, was chosen to be the husband of Mary and protector of Jesus, the Son of God. No spoken word of his is
recorded in Scripture. We assume that he was deceased at the time of Jesus’ public ministry because there is no mention of
him at the wedding feast of Cana. In older nativity scenes Joseph always had grey hair - to indicate that he was much older
than Mary. The newer ones have Joseph with dark hair, putting him much closer to her age.
Even after marriage and the birth of Jesus, Mary remained a virgin. You read in the Bible of the brothers and sisters of Jesus,
but when the Bible was written, no matter what relative you were, you were called “brother and sister”. They thought in term of
clans; and not on an individual basis as we do today.
What Mary and Joseph teach us, is their great love for each other and their love of God, which grounded them in difficult
times, helping to weather the storms of people opinions. We see in Joseph, a man of God, who was willing to protect Mary and
her son, Jesus, no matter what. We see this in how he still took Mary to be his wife and how he protected both of them in the
flight to Egypt. How he provided them a home not only in Egypt, but also upon their return to Nazareth. Joseph along with
Mary, had a hand in raising Jesus in the Jewish faith. Joseph also taught Jesus the carpenter trade. Without any recorded
words Joseph still continues to teach us how to live and to love.
Let us the continue to remember that Jesus is the reason for the season. God Bless, Fr. Ray

AREA ADVENT
PENANCE SERVICES

(St. Bernard, St. Francis & OMPH)

RETIRED RELIGIOUS
COLLECTION

Aging religious need your help. Please
support THIS week’s collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious. This collection benefits senior sisters and religious order priests in
our diocese. These women and men worked for years for
small stipends leaving a gap in their retirement savings.
Your gift works for elderly religious by helping to furnish
medications, nursing care and more. Please begenerous.

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVeNT

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Catholic Women: TBA
50+ Club: Wed, Dec 11 at 11 am - Fr. Ritchie Hall
RCIA: Mondays at 7 pm - Parish Conference Room
REP 1-7: Sun, Dec 8, 15 at 9 am - Fr. Gallina Social
Center
REP 8 -11: Sun, Dec 8 & 15 at 5:45 pm - Fr. Ritchie Hall
Rosary Altar: Wed, Dec 11 at 6 pm - Christmas Party at
Bradford Club
St. Francis Bell Choir: Thursdays at 6:30 - SF choir loft

The Bradford Council #403
of the Knights of Columbus
meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room
at the parish office.
New members are welcomed.
Call Mark Luciano at 368-5508 for more information.
All Council members are urged to attend,
and new members are most welcome.
Bradford Council of the Knights of Columbus is
partnering with the Friendship Table to support
their Boots and Winter Clothing program for
needy individuals and families in our community.
Any parishioners who would like to help support this
program can send a monetary contribution to the
Knights of Columbus, PO Box 105, Bradford, PA 16701.
Checks should be mailed on or before December 15th.

Gift Card order forms are available in the back
of the churches and the parish office. Orders
with payment are due in to the office by
NOON MONDAY, December 9th.
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OUR PARISHES THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS
1. Please write individual checks for each
donation: weekly, CSA, candles, special diocesan collections and any other. The collections are processed separately.
2. Make sure your checks are made out to your home
parish, signed and with purpose noted in the
memo section.

3. Mass checks should be made out to the church
where the mass is to be said.
4. Please do NOT staple or tape your
envelope closed.
DUE TO THE EARLY PUBLICATION
DATES FOR OUR HOLIDAY
BULLETINS, PLEASE SUBMIT ANY
INSERTION REQUESTS AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. We will do our best to get
them in as time and space allow.

CHRISTMAS WAFERS
Oplatki are now available in the
Parish office for $3.

J.A. FRISINA INC.,
PAVING CONTRACTORS

BENEDICTINE
GIFT SHOP

We will have all of your holiday
shopping needs. (Nativity sets,
Advent wreaths, Christmas ornaments, and so much
more) Check out our Facebook page
@TheBenedictineGiftShop for details and hours.
135 Church St, St. Marys, PA, (814-834-1353.)
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Shopping for a Special Christmas item?

McCarthy’s Emporium
124 North Union Street
Olean, New York
1-716-373-7407

Many specials and discounts through December!
Christmas themed items, cards for clergy ordinations
and anniversaries, as well as many other religious items.
Mention St. Bernard Church or St. Francis
at the time of your purchase and they will donate
5% of your sacrament purchase to your church.
WELCOME

Baptism - December 1, 2019

Arya Rose Jackson
CEMETERY DECORATIONS

Reminder that winter and holiday decorations can now be
placed on the graves at St. Bernard Cemetery.
Get resources and suggestions
for your family at the Diocese of
Erie’s family website,
www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm. At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!

MARRIAGE MOMENTS

"Think in harmony with one another." (Rom. 15:5) In any
marriage spouses will have disagreements. That's because
we are independent individuals - and that is good. But today,
celebrate one quality that you wholeheartedly agree upon.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

There are Christmas Flower envelopes in
your December envelope packs. If you
would like to honor a living or deceased
family member or friend, write their name
on the back of the envelope, include your
donation and drop it into the collection basket or bring it to
the Parish Office. If you do not receive envelopes, put your
name on a small plain envelope and list your names to be
remembered on the back. Either way make sure to note
living (L) or deceased (D) for each name.
These remembrance requests are due
in to the office by Monday, December
9, 2019.Remembrance sheets with these
names will be with the December 22rd
bulletin.

CHOOSE LIFE
"Human Life must be respected and protected
absolutely from the moment of conception. From
the first moment of his existence, a human being
must be recognized as having the rights of a person among which is the inviolable right of every innocent
being to life."
~Catechism of the Catholic Church.

2019 CSA HELPS SUPPORT
Natural Family Planning/Chastity Education
With “Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality” and Humanae Vitae as foundational documents, this office offers
seminars on Sympto-thermal Method of Natural Family
Planning, speakers for school-age as well as adult groups
and a pre-Lenten couples’ retreat. Also provides Chastity
education guidelines, resources and speakers for parent
groups and students.

BIBLE THOUGHT
Adult: What do you need to change so that
others can learn from watching you that
Christ walks among us?
Child: What could you do so that others will
see in you what it means to follow Jesus?

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments- Keeping God’s Children Protected and
Safe: To know that we are children of God is to live in complete love, with deep abiding security and the ability to
dream, to sing, to create, to laugh, and to play without worry.
As we grow older, we face a new reality – we cannot approach all God’s creation with the same trust and confidence. We learn, through sometimes hurtful and damaging
experiences, that some people reject the ability that God
gave them to love and respect others – they ignore God’s
call. The diocesan program to safeguard children helps remind us of these very facts. With the help of this program,
the faithful are guided and educated about the responsibility
of how to keep God’s children protected and safe. To see
what the Diocese of Erie is doing to help maintain safe environments, visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/
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Advent Prayer for Families
Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a great sign of
your love. Guide us as we strive to walk in that love together as a family this
Advent. As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us the grace and strength we need every day. Help
us to always trust in you. Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you.
Come and dispel the darkness of our world with the light of your love. Amen.

Week 1, Hope

Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world. This Advent, help us slow
down, listen to your voice, and focus on what’s really important. We place
our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen.

Week 2, Peace

Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the Prince of Peace.
This Advent, as we strive to become the-best-version-of-ourselves, fill us
with a deep and abiding peace. Help us share that peace with everyone we
encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen.

Week 3, Joy

Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy season. May we stay
aware of the joy you bring into our lives. We want to find you in the everyday
moments and come with hearts of gratitude to your manger on Christmas.
Amen.

Week 4, Love

Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every aspect of our lives and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts
are open to you, Jesus. Amen.
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NOTE: Please call the parish office at 362-6825 if you have
concerns about any of the church facilities. Thank you.
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www.osvonlinegiving/1845
Normal Parish Office Hours:
Mon 9 am - 4 pm w Tues - Fri, 8 am - 4 pm
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, December 9
SB 8:00 am All Parishioners
SF 9:00 am Judith Shick (Martha Braund)
Tuesday, December 10
SF 9:00 am John Stavish, Jr (Fran Nickel)
Wednesday, December 11
SB 8:00 am Raymond & Mary Cummiskey (Charles &
Debrah McCready & Family)
Thursday, December 12
SB 8:00 am George Platko (Family)
SF 9:00 am Phillip Rich (Ron & Teri Orris)
December 13
SB 8:00 am Delores & Paul Madison (Shirley Madison)
Saturday, December 14
SF 9:00 am Ralph Romanelli (Randy & Kathy Durner)
SB 5:15 pm Joseph, Rena & Vicky Leo (Family)
Sunday, December 15
SF 8:00 am Dan Ward (Family)
SB 10:00 am Scott Rae (Mary Rae)
OM 11:30 am Chohrach Family (Family)

MINISTER SCHEDULE
FOR MASSES DEC 14 - 15
Saturday, December 14 — SB 5:15 pm
Lector: Mary Anne Stauffer
EM: Dick Williams/ Tammy Black/ Judy Keenan
Servers: Aliya, Emma & Laryssa Webster
Sunday, December 15 — SF 8:00 am
Lector: George Macfarlane
EM: Sue Macfarlane/ Sue Bradley/ Craig Cuthbertson
Servers: Samantha Soyke
SB 10:00 am
Lector: Rhett Kennedy
EM: Chuck Beattie/ Kim Lance/ Beth Mongillo
Servers: Ward & Rhys Kennedy
OM 11:30 am
Lector: Aimee Bundy
EM: Carol Vinca
Servers: Jacob Hannahs
: Craig Cuthbertson
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRIESTS

GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
DEC 9 - 13: TEAM 4
M. Block/ B. Spadafore/ A. Frombach/
G. Ulyan/ P. Fisher/ D. Zeher

ReADINgS FOR THe Week DeC 8, 2019

Sunday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19
[cf. 7]/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
[1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/
Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17
[cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16,
18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Next Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/ Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
[Is 35:4]/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11

Sun, Dec 8 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio
Mon, Dec 9 - Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Stack
Tues, Dec 10 - Rev. Johnathan P. Schmolt
Wed, Dec 11 - Rev. George E. Strohmeyer
Thurs, Dec 12 - Rev. Jerry S. Priscaro
Fri, Dec 13 - Rev. Rocco A. Tito
Sat, Dec 14 - Rev. Most Reverend Donald W. Trautman

Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Mary Beth
Behan, Barb Bernheisel, Theresa Bond, Barbara
Boser, Jane Bowes, Kathy Bryant, Bonnie
Buccolini, Gigi Carroll, Annie Champagne, Dick
Clark, Billie Cummins, Marianne Curcio, Paul Curcio,
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Denise Douthit, Alliyson Feldman,
Patrick Franco, Virginia Frigo, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Jill
Henry, Mary Lou Iaderosa, Craig Johnson, Middalia Kan,
Mary Keesler, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Mason LaBrozzi, Rita
Leone, Paula Louk, Barbara Matto, Colleen McNamara,
Shannon McNamara, Dick Melka, Mariana Militelo, Anne
Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dan O’Neil,
Dom Piganelli, John Pockey, Dan Popiel, Courtney Prentiss,
Stacie Riddle, Angela Rimer, Steve Schmidt, Judy Signor,
Steve Skaggs, Hailey Smith, Bonnie Swackhamer, Alex
Tingley, Mary Webster, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson,
Donna Whitford, Lisa Zurat
May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit.
(If a name has been removed from this list that you feel should
still be included, please call the parish office.)

