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95 East Corydon Street 

Website: www.stbernardcatholic.org 
On-line giving: www.osvonlinegiving/1845  
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15 St. Francis Drive 
Website: www.stfrancisomph.com 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help  
(A Secondary Mission Church) 
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REMINDER to all Confirmandi, families and sponsors 
PRACTICE FOR CONFIRMATION is at 5:45 pm this  

Sunday, April 15th in St. Bernard Church. 

Very Rev. Raymond Gramata, V.F.   
Pastor 

Rev. Stanley Swacha, Senior Associate  
 

P.O. Box 2394 �  Bradford, PA 16701-5394  
Phone: (814) 362-6825 �  Fax: (814) 362-1479 

Email: sboffice@atlanticbb.net  
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Have you ever thought of your day of Confirmation? Next weekend our parish will be hosting the 
Sacrament of Confirmation for the parishes of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, Saint Francis of Assisi, 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, and Saint Eulalia.  For them, and for us, 
the Sacrament of Confirmation should be life transforming. But do we really believe this? Or maybe 
we think of it much like a debit card or a credit card. We slide it in and we get something out when 
we need it. 
 

Let us explore how the Holy Spirit changed the life of Saint Peter from the Acts of the Apostles one 
of today’s readings at this Mass. All of us know that under pressure he became a coward, as Jesus 
foretold, and denied Jesus three times. Look at him now. This is not the same Peter, for he is 

transformed by the Holy Spirit, to a dynamic defender of his belief in the Risen Jesus. When all of the Apostles left that upper 
room on Pentecost, they did not look back, but moved onward by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Saint Paul never looked back. The personal encounter with Jesus changed him. Both Peter and Paul give us much to think 
about in their simple statements.  Peter who says: “Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away.”  
And Paul reminds us: “Those who say, ‘I know him’, but do not keep his commandments are liars and the truth is not in them. 
But whoever keeps his word, the love of God is truly perfected in him.” 
 

Both of them, along with the Sacrament of Confirmation, remind us what we received. Following Jesus is not about “lip 
service” but living out our faith on a daily basis whether we are in church or not.  Confirmation invites us to be the new Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul. Let us keep in our prayers this week, those who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation next 
Sunday. 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank those who have given or pledged to give this year to the Catholic Service Appeal and 
their generosity in doing so. I also want to invite those who may be sitting on the fence, wondering if they should contribute, 
to remember the wonderful programs that benefit from the Appeal.  I would invite you to give as you are led by God; whether 
you give a onetime donation or make a pledge. 
 
God Bless, #� �(���
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Registration for 2018/2019 School Year open 

 

April 27 — NO SCHOOL OR CARE 
Wed, April 18th, 10 am mass—Grades 2 & 3 

��������������������������������������������������������������������  

Catholic Women: May 8 @ 6:30 pm Meet in the Church for 
 Rosary   
50+ Club: May 9 @ 11 am in Fr. Ritchie Hall 
REP 1-8: Resumes in September 2018  

Confirmation: April 22 @ 5 pm @ St. Bernard Church 
Rosary Altar: Tuesday, April 17 @ 6:30 pm in Ritchie Hall  
Prophets Class:  Thur, Apr 19 @ 6:30 pm in Ritchie Hall  
Widows Group: April 17 @ 1pm 

Shopping for a gift or outfit for Baptism, 
First Communion or Confirmation? 

McCarthy’s Emporium 
124 North Union Street 

Olean, New York 
1-716-373-7047 

They have a large variety of gift items for all the  
sacraments, as well as Baptismal outfits and First Commun-

ion dresses & veils, and cards for clergy ordinations and 
anniversaries, etc. 

Mention your parish at the time of your 
purchase and they will donate  

5% of your sacrament purchase to our church. 
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THANK YOU TO 
 

ItalianAmerican Progressive Club 
 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
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St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $9,129 
Apr 15th Collection………..$7,156 

 

   2018 CSA Assessment….$ 37,338 
 2018 CSA Collected………..$ 24,451 

 
 

 St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $6,250  
Apr 15th Collection………..$ 2,771 

 

       2018 CSA Assessment …..$ 28,275 
2018 CSA Collected………….....$ 6,170 

 
 

NOTICE TO ST. FRANCIS PARISHIONERS 
The CSA assessment from the Diocese is a bill that has to 
be paid just like your gas or electric bill.  This year’s St. 
Francis assessment is $28,275 to be paid in quarterly in-
stallments of $7,068.75. The first installment is due April 
30th. To date we have received only $ 5,310 for CSA. This 
is $ 898.75 less than needed. We do NOT HAVE THE OP-
TION of not paying this installment. The deficit will 
come out of the St. Francis General Account. 
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"Jesus made himself known to them in the breaking of the 
bread.” (Luke 24:35) Sometimes when I have been around 
my beloved for a long time, it's easy to seem invisible to 
each other. Consciously look at your spouse at dinner to-
night. See the likeness of God within him or her.  
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Your CSA gifts support the many programs and 
services offered through the Office of Education 
of the Diocese.  

The Catholic Schools Office supports and advis-
es elementary  and secondary  schools in the 
areas of curriculum, federal and state funding  
programs, teacher personnel, school finance 
and general operation of the Catholic School 
System.  

The Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) provides 
over $430,000 in scholarships for elementary & 
secondary school students in need, through the 
Bishop’s Tuition Assistance Program  
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A Mother – Daughter Program in April:  
Once a little girl….now becoming a young lady! 

  
All mothers (or their female role models) and 

their daughters, ages 11 to 13, are welcome to attend the 
Mother-Daughter Team Program offered:  

 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 St. Boniface, Kersey  
 from 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM  

 

The Chastity Education Office of the Diocese of Erie is 
sponsoring the annual event, which includes activities cen-
tered on such topics as adolescence, preparing for the on-
set of menstruation, communication, and listening to God’s 
call. Registration includes food, time for discussion with 
your daughter, and games. For more information and to 
register, go to www.eriercd.org/chastity.htm and click on 
TEA under the Events tab. To register by phone, call Kate 
Whiteford at 814-824-1259.  
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Be Vigilant. It is vitally important that we are constantly vigi-
lant concerning the behaviors of those who interact with chil-
dren. And we must always communicate our concerns to the 
appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating 
our safety concerns to our children. And sometimes this 
means communicating our concerns about seemingly inap-
propriate behavior to those who are in a position to inter-
vene Parents must also listen carefully to their children and 
observe both their children’s activities and the behavior of 
older children and adults who interact with them. When chil-
dren exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find 
out what caused the changes. Being aware of what’s hap-
pening with our children means talking to, listening to, and 
observing them - at every opportunity. To see what the Dio-
cese of Erie is doing to help create safe environments, 
check out http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm 
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Area Catholic Widows will meet on Tuesday, April 17th at 
1:00 pm in the Fr. Leo J. Gallina Social Center.  In addition 
to the usual social time we will be planning our future  
meetings for this year. 
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Need some ideas to help your family 

along the journey of life? Visit the  
Families Always Matter website, www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm,  

to find information/ideas for traditional, single-parent,  
blended, military, and adoptive/foster families.  

At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!  
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"Abortion is the ultimate exploitation of women."  
~Alice Paul  
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The apostles were afraid of Jesus until he ate with them and 
they touched him. In your family, the ordinary acts of eating 
together, touching, embracing not only confirm our love for 
each other, but also celebrate God’s presence in your family. 
These ‘ordinary’ moments contain the ‘Extraordinary.”  
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The 2018 Confirmation will be held at  

St. Bernard on Sunday, April 22nd at 5 pm.  
There are 20 local confirmandi 
from several area churches who 

will receive the sacrament at this service. You 
are invited to come and celebrate with them! 
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Next weekend all parishes and missions in 
the Diocese of Erie are taking a special col-
lection to support the needs of our retired 
Diocesan priests.  This special collection 
on Good Shepherd Sunday will assist 
those dedicated priests in the Erie Dio-

cese who are elderly, seriously ill or incapacitated, and 
in need of supplementary assistance for expenses 
such as non-insured medical costs, nursing home and 
long-term care assistance. As the number of retired 
priests increases in the upcoming years the Priest Retire-
ment Plan will need to be adequately funded to meet their 
future needs. Your generosity will make a difference in the 
lives of priests who have served faithfully and serve now as 
a “thank you” for their many years of faithful service. Help 
provide them the same love and generosity they provided 
for us for generations.  
Our diocesan website – www.eriercd.org contains lists with 
the residence of our retired priests, their birthday and anni-
versary date of ordination to priesthood.  May we suggest 
sending a priest who has touched your life a note or card 
sometime this year letting him know you still remember 
him.  Consider adopting one of our priests as a prayer part-
ner and pray for them and send an occasional note.   
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will be observed on Sunday, April 22nd, also 
known as "Good Shepherd Sunday." The 

purpose of this day is to publically fulfill the Lord's instruction 
to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his 
harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). Please pray that young men and 
women hear and respond generously to the Lord's call to 
the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, societies of apostol-
ic life or secular institutes. You can find many resources to 
promote a culture of vocations on the USCCB Vocations 
webpage. 
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A humorous presentation reminding us to use a smile 
 to give ourselves a “Faith Lift” 

Speaker: Dan Reynold, Cartoonist/Speaker/Author 
 

1 pm Saturday, April 28, 2018  
OPEN TO ALL Cost: $15 per person 

OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH CENTER — Salamanca, NY 
with light refreshment 

OR 
6:30 PM, Saturday, April 28, 2018  

OPEN TO ALL - Cost: $15 
OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH — Salamanca, NY 

(with light supper following 4:30 mass for registered participants) 
 

REGISTRATION FORMS FOR BOTH SESSIONS 
AVAILABLE IN PARISH OFFICE or  

Call Our Lady of Peace @ 1-716-945-4966 
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April 2, 2018 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
The Diocese of Erie is blessed with sixty-two priests who have reached retirement age. By their own 
choice thirteen still have Diocesan assignments. Since their ordination, these priests have served in a 
majority of the 97 parishes in our Diocese. Although they may be “retired”, many remain active, provid-
ing sacramental ministry in parishes and often substituting for priests to allow them to get time off.  
 
Sunday, April 22nd is Good Shepherd Sunday. Since 2007, the Diocese of Erie has taken up the Good 
Shepherd Collection on Good Shepherd Sunday so that parishioners can show their appreciation and 
love for our priests – those already retired and those still in active ministry.  
 
The response to the annual Good Shepherd Collection has been one of overwhelming generosity by 
you, the people of the Diocese! It tells me that you love these priests who have devoted their entire 
priesthood to God and to you. The Good Shepherd Collection helps provide needed funding toward 
retirement and health care for these faithful priests. As the number of priests reaching retirement age 
continues to grow each year, so does the need for continued support for them.  
 
Contributions to the “Good Shepherd Collection” can be made at your parish or online at: 
www.ErieRCD.org. Every contribution is greatly appreciated and will help make a difference in the lives 
of our priests. This collection should not be confused with the Retirement Fund for Religious, taken in 
December for consecrated women and men belonging to religious orders. That collection does not 
benefit our diocesan priests.  
 
Please pray for all our priests and that our Diocese will be blessed with more seminarians willing to re-
spond to the call of the Lord to the priesthood. I know our priests join me in thanking you for your kind-
ness and generosity to retired priests through the annual Good Shepherd Collection.  
 

May the joy of the Risen Christ fill your hearts and homes this Easter Season.  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  
�

������	��	�����	�
�����
 
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL Bishop of Erie  



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Very Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Rev. Stanley Swacha,  Senior Associate 

Mrs. Linda Cecchetti, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 

Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays. 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 8 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation)  
meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 
5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE 
SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving students, 
preschool through eighth grade. Open to 
parishioners, Catholics from other parishes and 
those of other faiths.  Offering Extended Care 
before, during, and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our 
Catholic School.  Each parishioner is called upon to 
practice good stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you may 
not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would 
love to meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
Religious Education:  

Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  

evenings at St. Francis 
 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Tubby Colella  
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata         

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Linda Cecchetti, Principal 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  Joan Hoffman      
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (363-9110) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Apr 15 -  Rev. Dennis A. Martin 
Mon, Apr 16 -  Rev. Joseph V. Dougherty 
Tues, Apr 17 -  PRAY FOR VOCATIONS  
Wed, Apr 18 -  Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Malene 
Thurs, Apr 19 - Rev. Msgr. Daniel K. Arnold 
Fri, Apr 20 - Rev. Thaddeus T. Kondzielski 
Sat, Apr 21 - Rev. James T. O’Hara 
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Weekday masses are held in the Divine Mercy Chapel 

Monday, April 16 
   SB   8:00 am  Dominick Mircovich (Dominick Bussanich) 
    SF  9:00 am   All Parishioners  
Tuesday, April 17 
    SF  9:00 am   Souls in Purgatory 
Wednesday,  April 18 
   SB  8:00 am   Floyd Reed (Ann Marie Worth) 
SBS 10:00 am   Jenny Lance (Catholic Women’s Club) 
Thursday, April 18 
  SB   8:00 am    Louis & Loretta DeSantis (a) (Family) 
   SF  9:00 am    Souls in Purgatory 
Friday, April 20 
        SB  8 am   Bettie Luther (Harijane & Jerry Moore) 
Saturday, April 21 
   SF  9:00 am   Keith Morgan (Elnora Morgan) 
    SB 5:15 pm   Flo & Jim Garrigan (Family) 
Sunday, April 22 

     SF  8:00 am   Walter & Florence Keverline (Family) 
   SB  10:00 am   Alfredo & Beverly Pecora (Family) 
  OM  11:30 am   Bud Miller & DelMonego Family  
   (Lea Miller) 
    SB  5:00 pm — CONFIRMATION MASS 

 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am mass at St. Francis and 
before 5:15 mass at St. Bernard)   

St. Francis Sanctuary Light is offered this week for the  
Health & Wellness of April Lang. 
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Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Michelle Allen, 
Betty Baliski, Bill Baynes, Barb Bernheisel & Foster 
Family, Shirley Black, Barbara Boser, John Bove, 

Kathy Bryant, Mary Brzenski, Annie Champagne, Dick 
Clark, Billie Cummins, Bob Curcio, Paul Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Helen DeFrank, Paul Eakin, Michael Eaton, 
Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Alliyson Feldman, 
Ysbella Feldman, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Ken Hall, Pearl 
Harris, Susan Hamric, Brandon M. Henry, Jill Henry, Sandy 
Holsinger, Kathy Howe, James Kibby, Bill Kline, April Lang,  
Rita Leone, George MacFarlane, Sr., Kaylee Marsfelder, 
Colleen McNamara, Shannon McNamara, Mariana Militelo, 
Anne Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Lori Rigowski, James Romanelli, 
Tim Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Caro Simonds, Steve 
Skaggs, Dan Songer, Hailey Smith, Lillian Stoddard, Bonnie 
Swackhamer, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Richard 
Yovichin, Lisa Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Saturday, April 21  SB 5:15 pm 
 Lector:  Jean Truman 
 EM:  VOLUNTEERS 
 Servers: Andrew Truman/ Ryan Hughes 
 

Sunday, April 22   SF 8:00 am 
 Lector:  Candy Tingley 
 EM:  Craig Cuthbertson/ Joan Yohe/ George  
  Macfarlane 
 Servers: Samantha Soyke/ Noah Meyer 

SB 10:00 am   
 Lector:  Greg Ulyan 
 EM:  Doris Hungiville/ Lynn Hogue/ Kathy Howe 
 Servers:  Timothy & Clare Mulcahy/ Christian  
  Peterson 

 OM 11:30 am   
 Lector:  Mike Kozminski 
 EM:  Dawn Kozminski 
 Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 
 

Hospital/Pavilion:  Rosemary Burke 
Chapel Ridge:  Craig Cuthbertson 
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APR 16 - 20 , TEAM 2:  
D. Jadlowiec/ P. Foote/ V. Comilla/  

D & L. Williams/ K. Smeal/ D. Housler 
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Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9  
   [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27,  
   29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and  
   7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/ 
   Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/ 
   Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29  
   [22]/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18  


