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As we celebrate this Sunday of Divine Mercy, it continues to remain a most special gift given to us by 
Saint John Paul II. As we know its origins are found in Poland through now Saint Sister Faustina. What 
we have to do is to continue to ask ourselves what is its significance for us today? Before Saint Sister 
Faustina, our Lord appeared to Saint Sister Margaret Alacoque from France and gave to the world the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. These devotions were given to us at a particular time in 
mankind’s history and are not opposed to one another. For out of His love flows mercy and out of His 
mercy flows love. 
 

Another word for mercy might be compassion. When we are compassionate, we are truly respectful of one another and see 
one another as brother and sister. There is no animosity or hatred toward one another.  
 

The world needs this mercy now more than ever. We react to situations more and more with violence and revenge. We want 
to punish the other as long as the other is not us. 
 

Let us remember that both mercy and love finds its origin in God, who is the source of unconditional love for all of creation. It 
is in love that He sent His son, Jesus, to redeem us and set us free from the bondage to Satan. In the Gospel, we hear Jesus 
say to the apostles: “Peace be with you.”  The peace that Jesus offers is not the absence of anything; but rather the fullness 
of Jesus residing within us.  And if this is so, let us begin to 
act like Jesus, with compassion and love. 
 

Both Fr. Stan and I want to thank you for your many 
kindnesses that you extended to us on Easter. Also, we 
want to thank the choirs from Saint Francis and Saint 
Bernard for all of their time and effort; all those involved in 
decorating the three churches; the lectors, the Eucharistic 
ministers and the altar servers for their time and 
participation. 
 

God Bless, �� �!�
�
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Need some ideas to help your family along 

the journey of life? Visit the Families Always Matter  
website, www.ErieRCD.org/fam.htm,  

to find information/ideas for traditional, single-parent,  
blended, military, and adoptive/foster families.  

At the Diocese of Erie, families always matter! Go Families!  
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Catholic Women: April 10 @ 6:30 pm in Fr. Gallina Center 
50+ Club: April 11 @ 11 am in Fr. Ritchie Hall 
REP 1-8: Resumes in September 2018  

Confirmation: April 22 @ 5 pm @ St. Bernard Church 
Rosary Altar: April 12 @ 6:30 pm in Fr. Ritchie Hall  
Prophets Class:  Wed, Apr 11 @ 6:30 pm in Fr. Ritchie Hall  
Widows Group: April 17 @ 1pm 
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Please spruce up around your grave sites, pick up any de-
bris and clear off any old flowers. 
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April 12 — Book Fair 
April 12 — OPEN HOUSE, 6 pm –8 pm 
April 27 — NO SCHOOL OR CARE 
Wed, April 11th, 10 am mass—Grade 4 



THANK YOU TO 
 

HOLLENBECK-CAHILL  
FUNERAL HOMES 

 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
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St. Bernard - Needed Weekly: $9,129 
Mar 25th Collection………..$ 6,355 
March On-Line Donations..$ 2,720 
March SBS Collection…….$ 1,252 
Apr 1st Collection…………..$ 8,787 
Easter Flowers………….....$ 2,741 
Rice Bowl Collection……...$    627 

 

   2018 CSA Assessment…….….$ 37,338 
 2018 CSA Collected………..$ 22,906 

 
 

 St. Francis of Assisi - Needed Weekly: $6,250  
Mar 25th Collection……...…$ 2,331 
March SBS Collection….....$    559 
Apr 1st Collection………......$ 3,390 
Easter Flowers………….....$ 1,320 
Rice Bowl Collection……...$      55 

 

       2018 CSA Assessment ……...$ 28,275 
2018 CSA Collected……….....$  5,310 

 
 

NOTICE TO ST. FRANCIS PARISHIONERS 
The CSA assessment from the Diocese is a bill that has to 
be paid just like your gas or electric bill.  This year’s St. 
Francis assessment is $28,275 to be paid in quarterly in-
stallments of $7,068.75. The first installment is due April 
30th. To date we have received only $ 5,310 for CSA. This 
is $1,758.75 less than needed. We do NOT HAVE THE 
OPTION of not paying this installment. If we do not re-
ceived the full amount needed, it will have to come out 
of the St. Francis General Account. 
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"Whoever fails to love does not know God, because God is 
love." (1 John 4:8) Do you know anyone who claims to love 
God yet does not act lovingly toward a family member, a 
neighbor, creation? Don't let it be you.  
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Saturday, April 14th 
from 9 am to 2 pm  

G. Carlton Ritchie Hall on St. Francis Drive   
 

Anyone who has items to donate may drop them off at the 
hall on Thursday, April 12th or Friday, April 13th from Noon 
to 5 pm.  No clothing, large TVs or exercise equipment 
will be accepted. 
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Join us at Villa Maria Education and Spirituality Center in 
Villa Maria, Pa. for a weekend retreat entitled The Maternal 
Womb of Mercy.   The retreat will be held April 13-15 from 
7 p.m. Friday to noon Sunday and will be presented by 
Brother Mickey McGrath, award winning artist, author and 
speaker.   For more information go to vmesc.org or call 724-
964-8886. 
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The Catholic Women's Club of the Bradford Area will meet 
Tuesday, April 10, at 6:30 pm, in the Fr. Gallina Social Cen-
ter. The program, "Becoming an Everyday Catholic," will be 
presented by Teri Everett and Alicia Hill. Light refreshments 
will be served.  All Catholic women are welcome to attend.  
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The Diocese of Erie is blessed with sixty-two priests who 
have reached retirement age. By their own choice thirteen 
priests still have a diocesan assignment as a pastor, chap-
lain, senior associate, administrator. Since their Ordination 
these retired and senior priests have served in a majority of 
the 97 parishes in our Diocese. The ministry and service 
they have given to the Church totals 3,000 years. These 
priests make present Christ, the Good Shepherd, not only 
in what they do, but in who they are. Many of them contin-
ue to give of themselves in countless ways of service for 
which we are grateful. 
In two weeks, on Good Shepherd Sunday, a special sec-
ond collection will be taken up in our parish to assist with 
the needs of caring for our retired diocesan priests. There 
is a special need to assist them with the escalating health 
care costs and long-term care expenses. As more priests 
become eligible to retire from active ministry in the next few 
years, our Priest Retirement Plan must be adequately fund-
ed to cover their future needs. 
Please consider a generous gift to the annual Diocesan 
Good Shepherd Collection on the weekend of April 21 & 
22.  Use the special envelope provided or any envelope 
and mark on it– “Good Shepherd Collection.” 



 www.osvonlinegiving/1845 
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"Abortion is a uniquely intimate form of violence – but vio-
lence with bitter public consequences."  
    ~Archbishop Charles Chaput    
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In today’s gospel Jesus teaches, “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and believe.” Accepting someone as they are, 
without demanding they prove themselves or meet our ex-
pectations, creates a rich relationship. Real mercy begins 
here.  
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Your CSA gifts help the office of Catholic Charities 
throughout the diocese provide programs and services 
that give hope to those in need. 

Catholic Charities Counseling & Adoption Services 
St. Martin Center and Rural Ministry 
Saint Elizabeth Center 
Prince of Peace Center 

Please take the time to prayerfully consider what you are 
able to give and remember, the parish will retain the monies 
collected over the goal. 
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A Mother – Daughter Program in April:  
Once a little girl….now becoming a young lady! 

  
All mothers (or their female role models) and 

their daughters, ages 11 to 13, are welcome to attend the 
Mother-Daughter Team Program offered:  

 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 St. Mark Catholic Center  
 from 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM  

Sunday, April 22, 2018 St. Boniface, Kersey  
 from 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM  

 

The Chastity Education Office of the Diocese of Erie is 
sponsoring the annual event, which includes activities cen-
tered on such topics as adolescence, preparing for the on-
set of menstruation, communication, and listening to God’s 
call. Registration includes food, time for discussion with 
your daughter, and games. For more information and to 
register, go to www.eriercd.org/chastity.htm and click on 
TEA under the Events tab. To register by phone, call Kate 
Whiteford at 814-824-1259.  
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This year’s Confirmation Mass will be at  

St. Bernard on Sunday, April 22nd at 5 pm  
in the evening.  You are invited to come  

and celebrate with them! 
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The St. Bernard School Baked Fish Dinner 
was another successful event thanks to all 
who make it possible!  The crew who 
worked the entire day are the best cooks 
always willing to lend a hand. Thanks!! 

Praise to all the children that asked numerous times if our 
guests needed anything. Thanks to all who baked des-
serts, set up, served, sold tickets, and cleaned up!!!! 
Thanks to all who attended and supported the school. 
Thank you for all the compliments! The efforts of many 
make this SBS tradition possible!!!!   
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Very Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Rev. Stanley Swacha,  Senior Associate 

Mrs. Linda Cecchetti, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 

Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
PLEASE CONSULT BULLETIN 

 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays. 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 8 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation)  
meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 
5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE 
SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving students, 
preschool through eighth grade. Open to 
parishioners, Catholics from other parishes and 
those of other faiths.  Offering Extended Care 
before, during, and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our 
Catholic School.  Each parishioner is called upon to 
practice good stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you may 
not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would 
love to meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
Religious Education:  

Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  

evenings at St. Francis 
 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Tubby Colella  
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata         

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Linda Cecchetti, Principal 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  Joan Hoffman      
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (363-9110) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 
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April is national Child Abuse Prevention Month. It is most 
appropriate that Child Abuse Prevention Month is held dur-
ing the Easter season. There is no better time than Easter to 
celebrate the protection of our most valuable gift from God – 
our children. For information on what the Diocese of Erie is 
doing, and what you can do to become more informed and 
involved in keeping our children safe check out http://
www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm . 
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sun, Apr 8 -  Rev. John B. Jacquel 
Mon, Apr 9 -  Rev. Thomas M. Brooks 
Tues, Apr 10 -  Rev. Edward J. Walk 
Wed, Apr 11 -  Rev. Msgr. James E. Sanner 
Thurs, Apr 12 - Rev. Samuel G. Bungo 
Fri, Apr 13 - Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. McSweeney 
Sat, Apr 14 - Rev. Robert Horgas 
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Weekday masses are held in the Divine Mercy Chapel 

Monday, April 9 
  SB   8:00 am  All Parishioners  
   SF  9:00 am  Thomas & Delia Freaney (Col. Robert E.  
     Freaney) 
Tuesday, April 10 
   SF  9:00 am   All Souls in Purgatory 
Wednesday,  April 11 
   SB  8:00 am   Louis Pascarella (Cathy Holzwarth) 
SBS 10:00 am   Judy Mongillo (Phyllis Sullivan & Family) 
Thursday, April 12 
  SB   8:00 am    Fred & Agnes Bouquin (Fred & Deb  
       Bouquin) 
   SF  9:00 am    For Mary Marley in honor of St. Lucy (Liz  
    Lindemuth) 
Friday, April 13 
        SB  8 am   Sheila King (Dominick Bussanich) 
Saturday, April 14 
   SF  9:00 am  Fanny & Alponse Vogg (Dan Beeman) 
    SB 5:15 pm   Pam & Charles Roney (Roney Family) 
Sunday, April 15 

     SF  8:00 am   William Bottorf, Sr. (Cindy Greek) 
   SB  10:00 am   Gene, Louise & John Salvucci (Ann  
    Chicketti) 
  OM  11:30 am   Joseph Autieri (Matt & Kim DeGolier &  
    Boys) 
 

(Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am mass at St. Francis and 
before 5:15 mass at St. Bernard)   
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Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Michelle Allen, 
Betty Baliski, Bill Baynes, Barb Bernheisel & Foster 
Family, Shirley Black, Barbara Boser, John Bove, 

Kathy Bryant, Mary Brzenski, Annie Champagne, Dick 
Clark, Billie Cummins, Bob Curcio, Paul Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Helen DeFrank, Paul Eakin, Michael Eaton, 
Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Alliyson Feldman, 
Ysbella Feldman, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Ken Hall, Pearl 
Harris, Susan Hamric, Brandon M. Henry, Jill Henry, Sandy 
Holsinger, Kathy Howe, James Kibby, Bill Kline, April Lang,  
Rita Leone, George MacFarlane, Sr., Kaylee Marsfelder, 
Colleen McNamara, Shannon McNamara, Mariana Militelo, 
Anne Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Cheri O’Mara, Dan 
Popiel, Courtney Prentiss, Lori Rigowski, James Romanelli, 
Tim Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Caro Simonds, Steve 
Skaggs, Dan Songer, Hailey Smith, Lillian Stoddard, Bonnie 
Swackhamer, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Richard 
Yovichin, Lisa Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Saturday, April 14  SB 5:15 pm 
 Lector:  Mary Anne Stauffer 
 EM:  VOLUNTEERS 
 Servers: Aliya, Laryssa & Emma Webster 
 

Sunday, April 15   SF 8:00 am 
 Lector:  Chuck Lang 
 EM:  April Lang/ Suzie Sperry/ Joyce Schaming 
 Servers: Samantha Soyke/ Noah Meyer 

SB 10:00 am   
 Lector:  Rhett Kennedy 
 EM:  Kathy & Randy Durner/ Chuck Beattie 
 Servers:  Brett,Hugh & Rhys Kennedy 

 OM 11:30 am   
 Lector:  Susie Yakimovich 
 EM:  Linda Cox 
 Servers:  Jacob Hannahs 
 
 

Hospital/Pavilion:  Kathy & Randy Durner 
Chapel Ridge:  Chuck Lang 
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APR 9 - 13 , TEAM 1:  
L. Hogue/ S. Madison R. & J. Geis/ P. Pyle 
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Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15,    
      22-24 [1]/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9,    
     10, 11 [8a, 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5  
     [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/ 
     Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/ 
     Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/ 
     1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48  


