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15 St. Francis Drive 

Website: www.stfrancisomph.com 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help  
(A Secondary Mission Church) 
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95 East Corydon Street 

Website: www.stbernardcatholic.org 
On-line giving: www.osvonlinegiving/1845  

Very Rev. Raymond Gramata, V.F.   
Pastor 

Rev. Stanley Swacha, Senior Associate  
 

P.O. Box 2394 �  Bradford, PA 16701-5394  
Phone: (814) 362-6825 �  Fax: (814) 362-1479 

Email: sboffice@atlanticbb.net  
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For those who are fascinated by any type of sports and follow it very carefully; you know that you are 
definitely absorbed by it and focused upon it; whether it is a specific team or a specific player.  If 
anything t happens to them, you likewise are affected in some way.  Let us now apply that focus to the 
three wise men.  They too were definitely focused, not on some team, but on a star and, like you, they 
were willing to follow it. Unlike us who can either attend a game or watch it on TV, they had to leave 
home, family, and all that was familiar to them.  Although we have no definite record of how long it 
took, we assume a rather lengthy time since King Herod had all boys murdered up to two years old. 
 

From the writings that they read, this led them to believe that the star pointed out a new Jewish 
Messiah King and they had to see for themselves.  So the journey began; much like the song from the musical Man from La 
Mancha: “To dream the impossible dream”.  Nothing could sway them from going; they had to see for themselves.  Thus the 
journey of a lifetime began. 
 

In one sense, they were the first followers of the Messiah King of the Jews, Jesus.  
Wherever they went they must have caused a stir, as they kept telling and retelling 
their story of why they were doing what they were doing.  Thus more people got to 
learn the importance of the star and the Messiah King.  When they arrived in 
Jerusalem the wise men found blindness in the king and the religious leaders who 
saw nothing in the star - for they lacked the proper faith.  But they did find out 
where this child was born - in a small insignificant town called Bethlehem.  So they 
went and the star led them to where the child was. They saw and they believed. 
 

They left to go home by another route because they were warned in a dream that Herod wanted to murder the King.  If we 
think of this route merely a change; we are missing its significance.  By this new route more people got to learn about Jesus 
and come to believe.  For, in fact, we can say that the three wise men were the first disciples of Jesus. 
 

What does all of this have to do with us?  We follow not a star, we follow Jesus, but like the wise men we too have to be 
focused not on a star, but the vey person of Jesus.  We encountered this Jesus at the moment of our Baptism.  Like the 
wise men, our lives have been transformed, and thus like them we follow a new path. 
 

This Feast of the Epiphany is also known as Little Christmas and ends the Christmas season for the Church, unlike many of 
us who may take down the Christmas tree on Christmas day and call it done.  The feast also reminds us that God’s love is 
universal and the three wise men represent all the nations of the world.  So I can say for the last time this year: MERRY 
CHRISTMAS.  ���)���
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"If abortion isn't wrong, then nothing is."   St. Teresa of Calcutta  
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Catholic Women:  No January Meeting 
50+ Club: TBA 
RCIA:  Jan 7 
REP 1-8: Sun @ 9 am, Jan  7, 21 & 28 
REP 9-11: Sun @ 5:45 pm, Jan 7 & 21  
Rosary Altar: No January Meeting 
Widows Group: TBA 
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Mon, Jan 15 - Dr. Martin Luther King Day 
 NO SCHOOL or CARE 
Fri, Jan 19 - Early Dismissal 
Fri, Jan 22 - Niagara Fund Raiser starts 
Fri, Jan 26 - Report Cards 
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Wed, Jan 10th, 10 am Mass—Grades 5 & 6 
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The Magi in today’s gospel were led to Jesus by a star. Who 
are the stars your children follow? Don’t let it be the tabloid 
stars. Resolve in this New Year to be the guiding star in the 
life of your children.  

THANK YOU TO  

 

TASTA PIZZA 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
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St. Bernard 
Dec 24th Collection………..$ 7,425 
Christmas Collection……...$ 6,007 
Dec 31st Collection………..$ 5,742 
Dec On-Line Collection…..$ 6,665 
Dec St. Bernard School….$   600 

    St. Bernard CSA Assessment….$ 39,441 
2017 CSA Collected to date …....$ 54,945 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi 
Dec 24th Collection………...$ 2,679 
Christmas Collection……....$ 2,902 
Dec 31st Collection……...….$ 1,508 
Dec St. Bernard School…...$   496 

 

      St. Francis CSA Assessment….$ 27,222 
2017 CSA Collected to date ……...$ 24,691 

 

Please write separate checks for weekly and  
other collections.   

Make sure your checks are  
made out to your home parish and signed. 

 

Please do NOT staple or tape   
your envelopes closed.    Thank you! 
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Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 St. Bernard School Cafeteria, doors open at 

Noon, first game starts at 1 pm  
There will be raffles for Designer wristlets, 

wallets and other accessories as well.  
$30 Bingo tickets include Bingo boards and 

dauber and are available at  
St. Bernard School or the parish office.  

 

NO TICKETS SOLD THE DAY OF EVENT 
 

There will be 10 rounds of Bingo and 9 boards 
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ditional boards available for purchase. 
 

Light refreshments and snacks will be served. 
 

Proceeds to benefit new technology in the classrooms. 
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REQUEST FORMS for a 2017 Financial printout for tax  
purposes can be found in the back of the Church.  Return 
them to the Parish Office or in the Sunday collection.  
Please allow 2 weeks for statements to be ready. 
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Five Steps to Safer Environments - The Diocese of Erie 
mandates that all people who work with children and youth 
in our parishes and schools undergo child abuse prevention 
training. The training details five steps to prevent child sexu-
al abuse. 
1. Know the warning signs! 
2. Control access to children by carefully selecting the 
 adults who work with children and youth. 
3. Monitor all programs for the safety of children and youth. 
4. Be aware of and sensitive to what is going on in the lives 
 of children. 
5. Communicate concerns to the appropriate person in  
 authority. (Source: www.virtusonline.org/virtus) 
To see what the Diocese of Erie is doing to help create safe 
 environments, check out 

http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm 
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Ways to Turn Your Beloved Off #7 - Let Lists Rule Your Life. 
It's the season of New Year's Resolutions. This can be good, 
but it can also turn your focus away from your beloved to self
-improvement. Today, make 1 specific resolution to deepen 
your love.  

 

Visit the Diocese of Erie Family 
website at:  

http://www.eriercd.org/fam.htm  
and discover why families always matter!  
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Saturday, January 20, 2018 
5:30-8:00 pm  

 

G. Carlton Ritchie Hall, St. Francis Drive 
 

3 Categories: Traditional—Non-traditional—Hot & Spicy 
 

Prizes will be awarded to the winning Chili maker in each 
category. Grand Prize Winner’s Parish receives a traveling 

trophy and bragging rights for the year,  
as well as 1/2 of the proceeds. 

 

Come, sample the entries. Dinner includes choice of chilis, 
tossed salad, bread, desert & beverage 

 

Adults-$8 * Children 6-12 yrs $5 * Children under 5 FREE 
Max. family cost = $25 

 

REGISTRATION FOR CONTESTANTS due in to 

  

Parish office by Jan 17th — Call 362-6825  
 

with name, phone number & category of chili  
 Free admission to all contestants.  

 
 

LIMITED TO THE FIRST 32 ENTRIES 
 

 

Drop off chili at the hall from 4:00-5:00 pm for judging. 
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The next area Pre-Cana session will be at St. Francis on 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 beginning with Mass at 8:00 
a.m. in St. Francis church and continuing in G. Carlton 
Ritchie Hall until 5:30 p.m.  A lunch will be provided. All 
persons planning a 2018 wedding should make plans to at-
tend. To register contact the parish office at 362-6825. 

Jan 3, 
2018 

Parishioners are asked to supply  
breads or desserts, your choice,  

for the Chili Contest.  Items should be 
dropped off at G. Carlton Ritchie hall  

between 4:00-5:00 pm on Saturday January 20th and  
then COME AND ENJOY THE FOOD & THE COMPANY!! 
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Saturday, April 21  
8 AM - 3 PM 

Our Lady Of Peace Church  
2401 W 38 St,  

Erie, Pennsylvania 16510 
 

See the insert in today’s bulletin 
for more information about this conference and a bus leaving from 
St. Bernard for this event.  Reservations for the bus need to be made 
by February 15, 2018. There is limited space and parishioners will be 
given first choice. Contact Teri Everett, Kim Graham or April Lang 
for more information. 
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2232 Mens Conference 
March 3, 2018, 9 am  

2401 W 38th St, Erie, PA 16506  
Contact: 814-455-7364  

For more information or to register 
online visit: 

www.2232men.com 



BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Very Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Rev. Stanley Swacha,  Senior Associate 

Mrs. Linda Cecchetti, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 

Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

 

CONFESSIONS: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays. 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 8 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation)  
meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 
5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 
 

ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE 
SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving students, 
preschool through eighth grade. Open to 
parishioners, Catholics from other parishes and 
those of other faiths.  Offering Extended Care 
before, during, and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our 
Catholic School.  Each parishioner is called upon to 
practice good stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you may 
not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would 
love to meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
Religious Education:  

Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  

evenings at St. Francis 
 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Tubby Colella  
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata         

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Linda Cecchetti, Principal 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  Joan Hoffman      
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (363-9110) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sunday, Jan 7 -  Rev. Mark A. O’Hern 
Monday, Jan 8 - Rev. F. Thomas Suppa 
Tuesday, Jan 9 -  Rev. Joseph P. Straszewski 
Wednesday, Jan 10 - Rev. Daniel C. Wolfel, O.S.B. 
Thursday, Jan 11 - Rev. Thomas M. Fialkowski 
Friday, Jan 12 - Rev. David J. Wilson 
Saturday, Jan 13 - Rev. Stephen L. Collins 
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Weekday masses are held in the Divine Mercy Chapel 

Monday, January 8 
   SB   8:00 am  Helen M. Pantuso (Kaleina Family) 
    SF  9:00 am   Parishioners of the Catholic Community 
Tuesday, January 9 
    SF  9:00 am   Robert Butler (Family) 
Wednesday,  January 10 
    SB 8:00 am   Zachary Vigliotta (Ann Keane) 
  SBS 10:00 am   Nancy Brandow (Judy & Jeff Brown) 
Thursday, January 11 
   SB  8:00 am   Rick Wareham (Family) 
   SF  9:00 am   Leonardo A. Choo Quan (Rita Verolini) 
Friday, January 12 
   SB  8:00 am   Dr. Paul & Mrs. Kathryn Whelan (Tom  
   Whelan) 
Saturday, January 13 
   SF  9:00 am    Bill O’Donnell (a) (Family) 
   SB  5:15 pm   Howard Sluga (Family) 
Sunday, January 14 

     SF  8:00 am   Gerald L. Hull (Patrick & Mary Beth Murphy) 
   SB  10:00 am   Mike Pecora (Family) 
  OM  11:30 am   Chohrach, Hamer & Manning Families 
    (Family) 

  (Weekly confessions Saturdays after 9 am mass at St. Francis 
and before 5:15 mass at St. Bernard)   

St. Francis Santuary Candle in Memory of the O’Donnell Family 
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Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Michelle Allen, 
Betty Baliski, Bill Baynes, Barb Bernheisel & Foster 
Family, Shirley Black, Barbara Boser, John Bove, 

Mary Brzenski, Tom Burke, Donna Carll, Annie Champagne, 
Dick Clark, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Helen DeFrank, Paul Eakin, Michael Eaton, 
Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Alliyson Feldman, 
Ysbella Feldman, Allen Fuller, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Ken 
Hall, Pearl Harris, Susan Hamric, Brandon M. Henry, Jill 
Henry, Sandy Holsinger, Kathy Howe, James Kibby, Bill 
Kline, Rita Leone, George MacFarlane, Sr.,  Kaylee 
Marsfelder, Colleen McNamara, Shannon McNamara, 
Mariana Militelo, Anne Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Frank 
Organski, Cheri O’Mara, Courtney Prentiss, Lori Rigowski, 
James Romanelli, Tim Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Nancy 
Shaw, Judith Shick, Caro Simonds, Steve Skaggs, Dan 
Songer, Hailey Smith, Lillian Stoddard,  Bonnie 
Swackhamer, Matthew Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Richard 
Yovichin, Liza Zurat 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Saturday, January 13  SB 5:15 pm 
 Lector:  Mary Anne Stuaffer 
 EM:  Marianne & Paul Curcio/ Cliff Ackley 
 Servers:  Aliya & Emma Webster 
 

Sunday, January 14   SF 8:00 am 
 Lector:  Candy Tingley 
 EM:  Craig Cuthbertson/ Joan Yohe/ George  
          Macfarlane 
 Servers: Samantha Soyke 

SB 10:00 am   
 Lector:  Andy Kearns 
 EM:  Chuck Beattie/ Kim Lance/ Cliff Ackley 
 Servers:  Abby Coffman/ Erica Marshall 

 OM 11:30 am   
 Lector:  Susie Yakimovich 
 EM:  Linda Cox 
 Servers: Joe Ditz & Jacob  
   Hannahs 
 

Hospital/Pavilion:  VOLULNTEER 
Chapel Ridge:  Craig Cuthbertson 
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Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 
 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 
 5-6 [3]/Mk 1:7-11 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1]/ 
 Mk 1:21-28 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1,  
 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1]/Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,  
 8b-9, 10 [8a and 9a]/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25 [27b]/
 Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19 [2]/ 
 Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 
 [2a]/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 
 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 1:35-42  
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 Jan 8 - Jan 12: Team 4 
M. Block/ B. Spadafore/  

A. Frombach/ G. Ulyan/ P. Fisher 


