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What we sacrifice and return to God through His church  
will be returned to us many times over. 

 

Immaculate Conception………..$ TBA 

December 18, 2016 Collection……………$ TBA 
 

Avg Wkly Operating Exp (FY 15-16)…..$ 11,062 
THIS WEEK’S DEFICIT………………….$ XXX 

 

2016 CSA Pledged…………..$ 47,240 
2016 CSA Paid……………….$ 43,446 

Please do not staple or tape your  
envelopes closed! Thank you! 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for the 
cards, the goodies, the gift and also, the many acts of 
thoughtfulness to me during this past year. 
 

Christmas is such a wonderful time of the year; it calls 
mankind back to its innocence. Christmas is rich in 
symbolism but because we have celebrated Christmas for 
so many years, we sometimes take it for granted. The 
original name for Christmas was Christ’s Mass. The date 
December 25th was chosen by the early church to take the 

place of the pagan Roman Feast of the Rising of the Sun. The church 
“baptized” the feast and changed the emphasis from the “sun” to the Son of 
God. The earliest feast for Christmas was the Feast of the Epiphany. 
 

Let us look at the Scripture readings and what symbols appear. The city of Bethlehem, this was the birth place of King 
David and Joseph was of the house of David; thus Jesus was of the house of David. The prophets emphasized the fact that 
the Messiah would come from the town of Bethlehem. The prophet states: “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, and by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.” 
 

The facts that Bethlehem means “house of bread” and Jesus was born in a stable and placed in a manger - the feeding 
trough for animals, symbolizes Jesus as the new bread, who will feed His people and save His people. 
 

The shepherds, after learning from the angels, the good news, go to see for themselves and come to believe. These 
shepherds, taking care of their flocks with great love and protection is a symbol for Jesus, Who is the Good Shepherd. 
 

So, as we approach the crèche in our church, like the shepherds of that night, we are asked to see more than a baby in 
swaddling clothes. We are asked to see the Son of God. As the shepherds were changed by the words of the angels and 
their visit to the stable; we too should be changed - changed not only for one day, but for all the days of our life. After the 
shepherds left the stable they went and told others what they had seen and heard; we too are called to share the message.  
Emmanuel – God is with us. Come let us adore Him. 
 

God Bless.  Merry Christmas! ��������
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Classes resume  

Wednesday, January 3, 2017 
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Catholic Women: TBA 
Widows Group: TBA 
RCIA: Sundays @ Noon, January 8 
REP 1-8: Sundays @ 9am, January 8, 22 & 29 
REP 9, 10 & Confirmation: Sundays @ 5:45 at Fr. Ritchie    
     Hall, January 8, 22  

FINAL 2016 CSA pledge payments 
must be in to the Parish Office by 

the end of December, 2016. 
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A Catholic outreach to men of faith, is being planned for 
March 25, 2017. The half-day conference will be held at the 
Warner Theater in downtown Erie from 9 AM until 3:30 PM.  
This conference follows three previous 2232 Men’s Confer-
ences that have attracted more than 1,500 men.  
The conference is being presented by 2232 MEN, a non-
profit group of men of faith of the Roman Catholic Diocese  
of Erie. 
 

The group’s name refers to Luke 22:32, a New Testament 
passage that reads: “But I have prayed for you that your 
faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.”  
 

The conference is intended to be a day of prayer, reflection 
and worship, as well as an opportunity to learn from talks by 
some of the most engaging Christian speakers in the country.  
Bishop Lawrence T. Persico of the Diocese of Erie will be in 
attendance all day and preside over the opening ceremonies 
and closing Mass. 

  

Cost for the half-day conference is $40 and includes lunch 
and free parking. For more information or to register, please 
visit www.2232men.com.  
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ERA REAL ESTATE 
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"In the beginning was the Word." (John 1:1) And the Word 
was made flesh. Words count. They structure our relation-
ship with each other. They are a promise, a sign of love. 
What is the first (or best) word you will say to your beloved 
today?  
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 

Sunday, Dec 25-  Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio 
Monday, Dec 26 - Rev. Johnathan P. Schmolt 
Tuesday, Dec 27 - Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo, V.F. 
Wednesday, Dec 28 -  
           The Most Reverend Donald W. Trautman 
Thursday, Dec 29 - Howard J. King 
Friday, Dec 30 - Rev. Thomas J. Whitman 
Saturday, Dec 31 -  Rev. Marc A. Stockton 

www.osvonlinegiving/1845 
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“What came to be through Him was life, and this life was the 
light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” 

John 1:3-4, NABRE© 2010 CCS. Used with permission. 
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Saturday, January 21, 2017 
 
 

 Watch for more information to come! 
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This coming Friday,  
December 30th, is the 

 Feast of the Holy Family.  
May the Holy Family  

watch over our parishes  
and all of our parish families  

today and throughout the year. 
��������
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MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be registered, 
practicing and supporting members of a Parish.  Only properly 
registered members appear on our parish list and are eligible to receive 
the benefits of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our Catholic School.  
Each parishioner is called upon to practice good stewardship of time, 
talent and treasure.  If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you 
may not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would love to meet 
you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at least six months 
before their wedding. Registered and active participation needs to be 
considered before marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the Parish Office to 
request the Sacrament of the Sick for family members who are seriously 
ill.  Communion for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, and 
the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-Baptism Preparation 
Program.  Please call the St. Bernard Parish Office for dates and times 
of upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after completing the 
program. Call the Parish Office to schedule the class and baptism.  
Godparents must be at least 16, confirmed and active, registered 
members of their parish. 
 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES OF TIME & TALENT 
 

Religious Education: Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday evenings at St. Francis 

 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara       331-8084 
Folk Group   Peggy Errera       368-3024 
Resurrection Choir  Mariann Pascarella      368-5356 
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office       362-6825 
Liturgy Committee  Fr. Raymond C. Gramata    362-6825 

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Kim Mooney, Principal      368-5302 
Parish Council  
Catholic Women’s Club Joan Yohe       362-3929 
Telephone Prayer Chain Natalie Marasco     363-9110 

 

Cover photo by LongArt Photography 

 

 
 

IN WRITING BY  
NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Father Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Mrs. Kimberly A. Mooney, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 
Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 
Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday-Saturday: Please consult bulletin. 
Weekend: Saturday (Vigil): 5:15 pm, 
Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
Holy Days: Please consult bulletin 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 8:30 am, 4 to 5 pm, Thursday 
before First Friday: 4 to 5 pm. Private 
appointments may be made by calling 
Parish Office. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school 
should be enrolled in REP programs.  St. 
Bernard, St. Francis and OMPH Religious 
Education programs are combined. Grades 
1 through 8 meet on Sunday mornings at 9 
am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina Social 
Center and grades 9, 10 & 11
(Confirmation)  meet at  St.  Francis  in  
G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 5:15 pm on 
Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the 
Catholic faith. This process begins in the 
fall of the year.  Please call the Parish 
Office for further information. 
 

ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY /  
MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving 
students, preschool through eighth grade. 
Open to parishioners, Catholics from other 
parishes and those of other faiths.  
Offering Extended Care before, during, 
and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 
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Saturday, December 31 
     5:15 pm   Mary Anne Stauffer 
Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary 
     8:00 am   Jody Randolph 
   10:00 am   Andy Kearns 
�
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Saturday, December 31 
     5:15 pm   VOLUNTEERS 
Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary 
        8:00 am   VOLUNTEERS 
      10:00 am   VOLUNTEERS 
HOSPITAL/PAVILION: J.E. O’Mara 
�
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Saturday, December 31 
     5:15 pm   Andrew Truman/Volunteer 
Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary 
    8:00 am    Noah Meyer/Jessie Kerr 
  10:00 am   Tim & Clare Mulcahy 
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Thomas Ackley, Betty Baliski, Bill Baynes, Barb 
Bernheisel & Foster Family, Shirley Black, John 
Bove, Tom Burke, Dick Clark, Ryley Cleveland,  
Betsy Costello,  Helen DeFrank, Michael Eaton, 

Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Ysbella Feldman, Pat 
Girard, Pearl Harris, Brandon M. Henry, Jill Henry, Sandy 
Holsinger, James Kibby, Bill Kline, Lori Kozlowski, Kaylee 
Marsfelder, Colleen McNamara, Shannon McNamara, 
Mariana Militelo, Joe Monago, Shirley Mongillo, Lou Monti, 
Cheri O’Mara, Courtney Prentiss, James Romanelli, Tim 
Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Nancy Shaw, Caro Simonds, 
Steve Skaggs, Sandy Spehar, Bonnie Swackhamer, 
Matthew Whelan, Richard Yovichin, Tom Zimbardi 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 
  Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31/Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Ps 124/Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96/Lk 2:22-35 
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128/
 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96/Jn 1:1-18 
Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
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Monday, December 26 
     8:00 am   NO MASS 
Wednesday, December 28 
     8:00 am   NO MASS 
  SBS10:00 am NO MASS 
Thursday, December 29 
   12:10 pm   Bob McCann (Donna & Norm Eilers) 
Friday, December 30 
     8:00 am   Bill Raabe (Family) 
Saturday, December 31 
     8:00 am   Daryl & Martha Williams Anniversary (Family) 
     5:15 pm   Living & Deceased St. Bernard Parishioners 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 — Solemnity of Mary 
     8:00 am   Living & Deceased St. Bernard Parishioners 
   10:00 am   Living & Deceased St. Bernard Parishioners 
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Monday, December 26 
     9:00 am NO MASS   
Wednesday, December 28 
     9:00 am Mary Ann Gatesman (Helena Mazur)  
Saturday, December 31 
     4:30 pm Joseph Butler (Charleen & Family)    
Sunday, January 1, 2017 — Solemnity of Mary 
    11:00 am Verolini & Ciccarelli Families (Rita Verolini)  
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Tuesday, December 27 
     8:00 am Florence Langianese (Gloria & Al Pingie)   
Thursday, December 29 
     8:00 am Parishioners of Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
 and St. Francis of Assisi   
Sunday, January 1, 2017 — Solemnity of Mary 
     9:00 am Natalie Montecalvo (Family)    
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Dec 26 – Dec 30: Team 2 
 

C. Bennett/ P. Foote/  
V. Comilla/ D. & L. Williams/  

K. Smeal 


