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15 St. Francis Drive 

Website: www.stfrancisomph.com 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help  
(A Secondary Mission Church) 
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95 East Corydon Street 

Website: www.stbernardcatholic.org 
On-line giving: www.osvonlinegiving/1845  
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Very Rev. Raymond Gramata, V.F.   
Pastor 

Rev. Stanley Swacha, Senior Associate  
 

P.O. Box 2394 �  Bradford, PA 16701-5394  
Phone: (814) 362-6825 �  Fax: (814) 362-1479 

Email: sboffice@atlanticbb.net  
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We must ask ourselves today, what can we learn from his Canaanite woman?  I love the tit for tat 
between her and Jesus.  Even though she was a foreigner, she saw in Jesus the possibility of Him 
curing her daughter.  She knew and believed only Jesus could do it.  Nothing would stop her. 
 

We celebrate her great faith in Jesus and we see her love for her daughter.  Her persistence rooted 
in her faith achieved great things.  For truly, her great courage and faith achieved what no physician 
of the time could do – heal her. 
 

What is the healing that Jesus offered to her daughter?  Both she and her daughter remain nameless 
and we can ask the question what is the significance of that?  Both of them become architypes for the 

universal love that Jesus has for all of mankind.  Jesus’ love and healing is not restricted to one group of people or 
nationality; Jesus wants all of us to be healed.  He wants us to 
have faith in Him. 
 

Hopefully Jesus can say to us:  “O (insert your name), great is 
your faith!  Let it be done as you wish.”  Our first reading from the 
Prophet Isaiah reaffirms that thought with these words: “The 
foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, ministering to 
him…..and hold to my covenant, them I will bring to my holy 
mountain and make joyful in my house of prayer…for my house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 
 

God Bless, 
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Catholic Women:  Sun, Sept 10 @ 11 am —  
     Kick-off brunch in Fr. Gallina Social Center 
 

Widows Group: Tues, Sept 19 @ 1 pm in the  
     Fr. Gallina Social Center 
 

  Mary Class: Starting Thurs, Sept 21 @6:30 pm     
     in Fr. Ritchie Hall 
 

  50+ Club: TBA 
 

  Rosary Altar: Thurs, Sept 14 @ 6 pm —  
     Tureen Dinner followed by Rosary & Meeting 
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We welcome Linda Cecchetti  
as our new Principal. 

 

REGISTRATION for the 2017-2018 school year is open for 
all grades. Call 368-5302 or stop by the school office during 
summer hours:  

 

The School office will be open 8 am to 2 pm  
August 21st through 25th 

 

���� Open House Sunday, August 27th ���� ��� �
from 6-8 pm at the school 

 

The school office will be closed Monday, August 28th 
�
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For scholarship information visit����our website, 
www.stbernardcatholic.org  

 

Mass, Wednesday, August 30th 10 am — Teachers����

				

���	������
�	�����	���	���	���	������
�	�����	���	���	���	������
�	�����	���	���	���	������
�	�����	���	���	
����	�����������������	�����������������	�����������������	�������������  

St. Bernard 
Aug 13th Collection…………...$ 6,532 

    CSA Assessment….$ 39,441 
  CSA to date ……..…...$ 42,964 
 

 St. Francis of Assisi 
Aug 13th Collection……...…...$ 1,982 

 
 

      CSA Assessment….$ 27,222 
  CSA to date ……...…..$ 15,515 

Make sure your checks are  
made out to the correct church and signed. 

Please do not staple or tape your  
envelopes closed.  Thank you! 
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The mother in today’s gospel persisted, even when she was 
ignored and insulted. She would do whatever was neces-
sary to bring relief to her child. Parenting is more than bring-
ing life into the world; it is also about sacrificing daily for your 
children.  

THANK YOU TO A  
NEW SPONSOR  

 

REHABILITATION TODAY  
 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
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Our resurrection choir, who sing when re-
quested at St. Bernard funerals,  is in need 
of additional voices.  If you are available 

mornings or afternoons and would be willing to add your 
voice to theirs, please call Mariann at 368-5356. 
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This week our second collection will be for the Church in 
Latin America.  Proceeds going to the Church in Latin Amer-
ica will be distributed to dioceses, parishes, religious congre-
gations, seminaries and other Catholic institutions in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.  These funds assist in the for-
mation of priests, religious, lay ministers, missionaries, cate-
chists and youth ministers.  Please give with a joyful and  
generous heart. 
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Villa Maria Education & Spirituality Center in Villa Maria, Pa. 
will host a special program entitled “A Virtual Reality Tour of 
the Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem” presented by Dr. Tim 
Crain, director of the National Catholic Center for Holocaust 
Education and an assistant professor of history at Seton Hill 
University.  The lecture, will take place on Thursday, Au-
gust 24, 2017 at 7 p.m.  Refreshments will follow the 
presentation.  Free will offering accepted and pre-
registration is requested.  For more information or to register 
call 724-964-8886 or go to www.vmesc.org.   

 
 
There will be a meeting in St. Bernard Church on Thurs-
day, August 24 at 6:30 pm for existing Ministers from 
all the parishes as well as for anyone interested learning 
more about helping in this ministry.  Fr. Ray recently attend-
ing a workshop with Matt Clark, the Diocesan representa-
tive, and has some information and handouts for us. We are 
striving to fulfill the need of the our Catholic community, 
both in our masses and for those unable to mass due to 
physical or health issues. This could include hospital, nurs-
ing home and home visits.  If you are willing to help, there is 
a niche for you. 
 

If you cannot attend, let the office know at 362-6825 before 
the 24th. 

Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoption 
Services Pregnancy Support Program would 

like to thank your congregation for their recent “Diaper 
Drive” donations for our infant pantry. Your generous dona-
tions will allow the agency to continue to serve area moth-
ers in need, and improve the quality of life for their infants. 
Your generosity and support are greatly appreciated. 
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Do you treat your boss or friend better than your spouse? 
Who gets your promptness? Who do you dress up for? Who 
do you clear your calendar for? Who gets your undivided 
attention and best effort?  
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· Parish projects 
· Catholic Charities' nine affiliate agencies and multiple 

programs: More than 57,000 men, women and children 
of all faiths received services last year. 

· Support and advice for administrators and teachers of 
the 38 Catholic schools 

· Scholarships for Catholic school students – CSA provided 
more than $500,000 in scholarships for needy students 

· Continuing education opportunities for catechists 
· Youth rallies  
· Bishop’s breakfast program for the homeless Rural  
       ministries 

 

Visit the Diocese of Erie Family 
website at:  

http://www.eriercd.org/fam.htm  
and discover why families always matter!  
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"Thank you women who are Mothers!  You have sheltered 
human beings within yourselves in a unique experience of 
joy and travail.  This experience makes you … the one who 
is the anchor as the child makes its way along the journey of 
life."         Blessed John Paul II 

 www.osvonlinegiving/1845 
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Saturday, August 26, 2017 from 8 am to 2 pm is a work 
session day at St. Bernard Cemetery.  We are in need of 
adults and youth (12 and over) to help.  Many hands make 
lighter work of the task. We will be picking up litter and do-
ing some light maintenance. Anyone with someone in the 
cemetery is  encouraged come help for just a few hours or 
the whole time. All hands are needed. Call the Parish office 
for more information. 

������	��	�����	��
����������	��	�����	��
����������	��	�����	��
����������	��	�����	��
����	 			
This week the second collection is for the Church in Latin 
America.  Proceeds going to the Church in Latin America will 
be distributed to dioceses, parishes, religious congregations, 
seminaries and other Catholic institutions in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.  These funds assist in the formation of 
priests, religious, lay ministers, missionaries, catechists and 
youth ministers. 
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Grades 1-8 will meet at St. Bernard Social Center on 
Sunday mornings at 9 am beginning on Sunday, Sept 
10th. Registration packets for all grades will be available 
the beginning of September.  
 

Grades 9-10-11 (Confirmation Class) will meet at St. 
Francis’ Fr. Ritchie Hall from 5:45-7:15 pm on Sunday 
evenings BEGINNING ON SUNDAY SEPT 10th.   Regis-
tration for Grades 9-11 will be at the time of class on 
Sept. 10th & 17th. For questions concerning grades 9, 10 
& 11 contact the parish office at 362-6825. 

Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Mary: A Biblical Walk 
with the Blessed Mother will place you in the midst of the 
powerful drama of Mary’s earthly life, taking you through her 
joys and her sorrows. You will learn how she works in our 
lives today, drawing us ever closer to her divine Son. Seeing 
Mary in this way will change you forever. She will become a 
part of your daily life and help you to become more like 
Christ.  
 

Join us for Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother at 
Fr. Ritchie Hall, St. Francis Drive beginning September 
21, 2017 at 6:30 pm and continuing every Thursday for 8 
weeks. For more information or to register for the study, call 
the parish office at 814-362-6825 or email sbof-
fice@atlanticbb.net. 
 

Cost for the study is $30. REGISTRATIONS/PAYMENTS 
MUST BE RECEIVED BY Monday, September 11th so we 
can order materials. 

A Powerful 8 week Study  
on the Blessed Mother Begins  

September 21, 2017  

 
 
 

The St. Francis/OMPH  6-day candles are 
now $3  instead of $5. 
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Very Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Rev. Stanley Swacha,  Senior Associate 

Mrs. Linda Cecchetti, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 

Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

 
RECONCILIATION: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays. 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 8 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation)  
meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 
5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 
 
ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE 
SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving students, 
preschool through eighth grade. Open to 
parishioners, Catholics from other parishes and 
those of other faiths.  Offering Extended Care 
before, during, and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our 
Catholic School.  Each parishioner is called upon to 
practice good stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you may 
not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would 
love to meet you! 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 

BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
Religious Education:  

Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  

evenings at St. Francis 
 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Mariann Pascarella      
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata         

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Linda Cecchetti, Principal 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  Joan Hoffman      
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (363-9110) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 
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Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/ 
 Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 
Monday: Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 
  43ab, 44/Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-14/ 
 Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-7/Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51 
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-10/Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-5/Mt 23:1-12 
Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8/Rom 11:33-36/
 Mt 16:13-20  
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 
 

Sunday, Aug 20 -  Rev. Richard J. Toohey 
Monday, Aug 21 - Rev. John R. Neff 
Tuesday, Aug 22 -  Rev. Chris M. Hamlett 
Wednesday, Aug 23 - The Most Rev. Donald W.  
             Trautman 
Thursday, Aug 24 - Rev. Jorge C. Villegas 
Friday, Aug 25 - Rev. Msgr. Bruce R. Allison 
Saturday, Aug 26 - Rev. Thomas M. Fialkowski 
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Monday, August 21 
   SB  8:00 am   Parishioners 
   SF  9:00 am   George Schaming (Joyce VanHoutte) 
Tuesday, August 22 
   SF  8:00 pm   Robert Cuthbertson (Rita Verolini) 
Wednesday,  August 23 
   SB  8:00 am   M/M Lorenzo Alviti & Family (Family) 
Thursday, August 24 
   SB  8:00 am   Elvira & Carmen Pascarella (Family) 
   SF  9:00 am   Alphonse Vogg (Dan & Tammy Beeman) 
Friday, August 25 
   SB  8:00 am   Sandi McArter & Barbara Tassone  
   (Connie Schreiber & Family) 
Saturday, August 26 
   SF  9:00 am   Elizabeth Gabriel (Margaret Pistner) 
   SB  5:15 pm   M/M Joseph Vinelli & Family (Anthony  
   Vinelli) 
Sunday, August 27 
   SF   8:00 am  Marian B. Freaney (Richard & Ann  
   Cavallero) 

   SB  10:00 am   Nick & Palma Costello & Steve Chicketti 
   (Anna Chicketti) 
  OM  11:30 am   Vecellio & Doriguzzi Families (Nellie  
   Vecellio) 
 

St. Francis Sanctuary Candle sponsored this week  
In Prayer for Nancy Shaw 
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Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Betty Baliski, Bill 
Baynes, Barb Bernheisel & Foster Family, Shirley 
Black, Barbara Boser, John Bove, Mary Brzenski, 

Tom Burke, Donna Carll, Annie Champagne, Dick Clark,  
Betsy Costello, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, Charlotte 
Cuthbertson, Helen DeFrank, Paul Eakin, Michael Eaton, 
Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Ysbella Feldman, Pat 
Geary, Pat Girard, Ken Hall, Pearl Harris, Brandon M. 
Henry, Jill Henry, Sandy Holsinger, James Kibby, Bill Kline, 
Rita Leone, George MacFarlane, Sr.,  Kaylee Marsfelder, 
Colleen McNamara, Shannon McNamara, Mariana Militelo, 
Anne Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Frank Organski, Cheri 
O’Mara, Courtney Prentiss, Lori Rigowski, James 
Romanelli, Tim Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Nancy Shaw, 
Judith Shick, Caro Simonds, Steve Skaggs, Dan Songer, 
Lillian Stoddard,  Bonnie Swackhamer, Matthew Whelan, 
Corrine Wilson, Richard Yovichin, Liza Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Saturday, August 26 SB 5:15 pm 
 Lector:  Peggy Johnson 
 EM:  Celia Romanelli/ Doris Hungiville/ Lynn Hogue 
 Servers:  Cara & Laryssa Webster 
 
 

Sunday, August 27 SF 8:00 am 
 Lector:  Chuck Lang 
 EM:  April Lang 
 Servers: Samantha Soyke 
 

SB 10:00 am   
 Lector:  Greg Ulyan 
 EM:  Kathy & Randy Durner/ Cliff Ackley 
 Servers:  Timothy & Clare Mulcahy/ Christian  
      Peterson 
 

 OM 11:30 am   
 Lector:   Susie Yakimovich 
 EM:  Linda Cox 
 Servers:  VOLUNTEER 
 

Hospital/Pavilion:  VOLUNTEER 
Chapel Ridge:  Chuck Lang 
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Aug 21 - 25: Team 4 

M. Block/ B. Spadafore/ 
A. Frombach/ G. Ulyan/ 
G. Santora/ P. Fisher 


