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We find ourselves continuing our walk through all the changes in our Catholic faith community. It is both 
a wonderful time and yet a nerve racking time. Things are not as they once were. But what always 
remains is our Catholic Faith.  
 

As you saw recently, we are about to enter our final and most important phase and that is Parish 
Evangelization. What does it mean? What should it mean? The American bishops met in Washington 
recently to discuss it.  The question that we are to ask ourselves is - how am I living out my faith on a 
daily basis and am I drawing others to Christ? 
 

We have seen the dwindling number of young adults and the youth of our parishes not attending 
church. It seems that we have lost one generation and are on the way to losing another. Even the attendance at our Saint 
Bernard School or our Religious Education Program is not as it once was. Some parents may drop off their children, but 
they themselves do not attend church. 
 

How are we meeting the needs of the catholic college students who attend Pitt-Bradford? How are we meeting the needs of 
our shut-ins and those in our nursing homes? Are they another branch of the forgotten generation? Do they think that we 
have forgotten them? 
 

As a faith community we struggle to meet their needs. Father Stan and I can do only so much - we need you.   Fr. Stan 
celebrates Mass once a month at the Pavilion and I say Mass once a month at the Bradford Manor and the Ecumenical 
Home. We have loyal contingents who help with communion on Sunday at the hospital and the Pavilion. Another person 
gives communion at the Ecumenical home. Saint Francis Eucharistic Ministers give communion on Sunday, after the Mass, 
to those living at Chapel Ridge. As of yet, we have no one to give Holy Communion on a weekly basis to the residents at 
the Bradford Manor. 
 

Saint Francis has a wonderful adult education program which is the first step to bringing Christ into the present moment of 
our lives. What we have to do is mobilize, assess what we have, and how we can make it better. We may have to think 
outside the box to give others the real Jesus and show them, by the way we live, the importance of a personal relationship 
with Jesus. 
 

What we have to work on is adult education, the youth, the elderly, and parish involvement.  People have to see within us 
the same enthusiasm of a Mother Teresa of Calcutta or a Saint John Paul II. People were attracted to them and changed by 
them because they saw them as real. Don’t be considered MIA, but be seen as real authentic believers and followers of 
Jesus. It is only then that we can bring them back to the faith. We have to start with the parents and the young adults. We 
have to give them the foundation, not only to believe, but also to pass on their faith to their children. In the past we have put 
the cart before the horse; we educated the youth but forgot to bring their parents into the equation. Remember Jesus’s story 
about the seed that is planted in today’s Gospel. We are that seed. 
 

From the hymn, “Go Make a Difference” by Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek, we hear these words: “We are the hands 
of Christ reaching out to those in need, the face of God for all to see. We are the spirit of hope; we are the voice of peace. 
Go make a difference in the world.”   God Bless, ����'���
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Catholic Women:  TBA 

Widows Group: TBA  

ACTS Class: TBA 

50+ Club: TBA 

Rosary Altar: TBA 
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Please mark your calendars!  

Sunday, July 30, 2017 — 9am-11am — 
St. Francis is holding their annual summer 

social in Ritchie Hall. This year we are having a BRUNCH 
following the 8 am Mass at St. Francis! Everyone is in-
vited.  The Parish will supply the beverages and sliced ham 
as well as plates/cutlery/napkins. Anyone attending is 
asked to bring a brunch dish (fruit, breakfast casse-
role, sweet rolls, donuts, etc) to share. 
 

COME & ENJOY THE FOOD & COMMUNITY! 

Mark your calendar for St. Bernard Cemetery Clean-up 
Day on August 19th.  Contact the parish office 362-6825 to 
volunteer to help the Bradford Christian Youth Corps. 
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SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
 

J.A. LUCIANO & SONS  
BUILDERS 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
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Not everything married couples say to each other is kind 
and gentle. Sometimes it's thorny or boring. Carve out 5 
minutes (or more) for deep sharing today. Perhaps some-
thing like, "A fear, need, or joy I have is..."  
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This week’s 2nd collection is for the Diocesan National 
Needs Collection. This collection combines the Catholic 
Home Mission Appeal and the Black and Indian Home Mis-
sions Appeals.  It’s purpose is to strengthen the Church at 
home through supporting the funding of essential ministries 
in these mission areas such as seminary education and lay 
ministry training.  

"The family, founded upon mar-
riage freely contracted, one and 
indissoluble, must be regarded as 
the natural, primary cell of human 

society. The interests of the family, therefore, must be tak-
en very specially into consideration in social and economic 
affairs, as well as in the spheres of faith and morals. For all 
of these have to do with strengthening the family and as-
sisting it in the fulfilment of its mission." - POPE JOHN XXIII, 1963  

 

Visit the Diocese of Erie Family website at:  

http://www.eriercd.org/fam.htm  
and discover why families always matter!  
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A special mass is being held at St. Bernard 
Church on July 22, 2016 at 8 a.m. for the in-
tention of families who have been affected by 

all forms of cancer. The mass will kick-off the annual Kids 
& Cancer Motorcycle Benefit Run. Father Ray will bless the 
bikes at Noon in the Zippo/Case parking lot on Congress 
Street prior to the run. 

				

St. Bernard 
July 2nd Collection…………...$ 7,891 
July 9th Collection…………….$ 8,120 
Peter’s Pence Collection…...$ 1,167 
SB School June Collection...$    560 
On-Line June Collection…....$ 2,705  

 

    CSA Assessment….$ 39,441 
  CSA to date ……..…..$ 39,114 

   St. Francis of Assisi 
July 2nd Collection………….....$ 2,223 
July 9th Collection…………...…$ 2,992 

Peter’s Pence Collection…...$ 770 
 

      CSA Assessment….$ 27,222 
  CSA to date ……...…..$ 12,405 

 

Make sure your checks are  
made out to the correct church and signed. 

Please do not staple or tape your envelopes closed.  Thank you! 
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REGISTRATION for the 2017-2018 school year 
is open for all grades. Call 368-5302 or stop by 
the school office during summer hours:  

11am – 1pm Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
 
�

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, July 22nd — St. Bernard School is selling refresh-
ments from 8 am-noon during registration for the Kids & Can-
cer motorcycle run in the Zippo parking lot. 10-15 students 
and some adults are needed. ALL PROFITS WILL GO TO 
THE SCHOOL! Call 368-5302 if you can help, leave a msg.  ����

For scholarship information visit����our website, 
www.stbernardcatholic.org ����

While school is out, order your gift cards through  
St. Bernard Church! 

�

��������		
	����������		
	����������		
	����������		
	��� ���
������������������������������������������������ ����



�����������		
��������������������������		
��������������������������		
��������������������������		
���������������� ��� �
�����������
�����������
�����������
����������� ���

���	��	���
���	��	���
���	��	���
���	��	���
	 			
"I believe that life is valuable, even when it is unwanted, 
even when it is physically imperfect.  I believe our society 
has a responsibility to defend the vulnerable and the 
weak.  And I believe our nation should set a goal that un-
born children should be welcomed in life and protected in 
law." 

President George W. Bush, at the signing ceremony for Texas' 
Parental Notification Law (June 7, 1999) 
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Couples celebrating their 25th , 50th or 60th or more wed-
ding anniversaries are invited to attend the annual Diocesan 
Anniversary Celebration Liturgies on Sunday, August 6, 
2017 at St. Leo Magnus, Ridgway or Sunday, August 13, 
2017 at St. Jude the Apostle, Erie. Both liturgies will begin at 
2:00 p.m. To register for either event or to receive a scroll by 
mail, please visit http://www.eriercd.org/anniv.htm or contact 
your parish office or the Family Life Office at Catholic Chari-
ties (814) 824-1250 or (800) 374-3723 ext. 250.  

���� Visit www.osvonlinegiving/1845, our parish web site 
for on-line giving, to sign up and  begin contributing in 
this convenient way to your parish.  
 

� You are not required to contact your bank to sign up or to 
make changes. You can use any of your checking or sav-
ings accounts and MasterCard/VISA or DISCOVER credit 
cards to make donations to our parish.  
 

� You have complete control of amounts and withdrawal 
dates, can make changes at any time, see reports on your 
contribution history and even generate tax statements at 
each year’s end. Visit the website today! 
A convenient way to give consistently even when you 

are away from home!  Happy Vacationing! 

 Check it out: www.osvonlinegiving/1845 
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Faith Magazine is mailed to over 58,000 households 

every two months;  
Faithlife news bulletin which includes news & happen-

ings around the Diocese is published every two weeks;  
The Information Bulletin is published weekly for use by 

pastors/parish offices;  
Diocesan Website is continually updated;  
The Communications Office staff publishes the  
 Diocesan Directory;  
In addition there are other Special Publications. 
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Natural Family Planning Awareness Week is a national 
educational campaign.  The Natural Family Planning Pro-
gram of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
develops a poster each year with basic supportive materi-
als.  It is the individual dioceses however, that offer a vari-
ety of educational formats in the local church to focus at-
tention on Natural Family Planning methods and Church 
teachings which support their use in marriage. 
 

The dates of Natural Family Planning Awareness Week 
highlight the anniversary of the papal encyclical Humanae 
Vitae (July 25) which articulates Catholic beliefs about hu-
man sexuality, conjugal love and responsible 
parenthood.  The dates also mark the feast of Saints Joa-
chim and Anne (July 26), the parents of the Blessed Moth-
er.  For further information, contact nfp@usccb.org. 
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The stress and anxieties of family life are like “thorns which 
choke off” any opportunity to reflect on God’s presence in 
our lives. Notice in today’s gospel Jesus “went out of the 
house” so He could connect with the people he loved. Grasp 
five minutes each day to appreciate the people you love.  
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The Finance Committee representing St. Fran-
cis Parish and OMPH Mission has decided to 

sell quality furniture and various household items that have 
accumulated over 70 years and are not being used any-
more, in a yard sale. We want to offer the Braford Catholic 
Community the first opportunity to purchase these items 
and give them a new home and purpose. 
 

The "Fr. John P. Kennedy Memorial Yard Sale"  will 
take place on Friday, July 21st from 9-5 & Saturday, 

July 22nd from 9-noon at the Lewis Run rectory.  

  

Some of the items included are a dining room table/chair 
set, kitchen items, pool table, recliner, lamps, glassware, 
etc. All proceeds will be used for the upkeep 
of Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church 
building and grounds in Lewis Run. 
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BULLETIN INFORMATION MUST BE  
RECEIVED IN WRITING  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY  

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO BULLETIN DATE. 

PASTORAL STAFF: 
Very Rev. Raymond C. Gramata, Pastor 
Rev. Stanley Swacha,  Senior Associate 

Mrs. Kimberly A. Mooney, Principal SBS 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday: 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - Friday: 8 am to 4 pm 
Ms. Wendy Thomson, Financial Manager 

Ms. Kathy Bryant, Secretary 
 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Please consult bulletin 

 
RECONCILIATION: 
St. Bernard — Saturdays from 4:30 to 5 pm  before 
 5:15 mass, Thursday before First Friday 
 from 4:30 to 5 pm. 
St. Francis — After 9 am mass on Saturdays. 
Private appointments may be made by calling the 
Parish Office (362-6825). 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (REP) 
Students not attending Catholic school should be 
enrolled in REP programs.  St. Bernard, St. Francis 
and OMPH Religious Education programs are 
combined. Grades 1 through 8 meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9 am at St. Bernard in Fr. Gallina 
Social Center and grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation)  
meet at  St.  Francis  in  G. Carlton Ritchie Hall at 
5:15 pm on Sunday. Both programs begin  in 
September.  
 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS (RCIA): 
We welcome all inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
This process begins in the fall of the year.  Please 
call the Parish Office for further information. 
 
ST. BERNARD ELEMENTARY / MIDDLE 
SCHOOL: 
450 West Washington Street: serving students, 
preschool through eighth grade. Open to 
parishioners, Catholics from other parishes and 
those of other faiths.  Offering Extended Care 
before, during, and after school.  For complete 
information, please call 368-5302. 

MEMBERSHIP: All Baptized Catholics should be 
registered, practicing and supporting members of a 
Parish.  Only properly registered members appear on 
our parish list and are eligible to receive the benefits 
of parish membership for sacraments, and educational 
opportunities (including tuition assistance) at our 
Catholic School.  Each parishioner is called upon to 
practice good stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
If you are not currently receiving envelopes, you may 
not be registered. Call the Parish Office - we would 
love to meet you! 
 
MARRIAGE: Couples need to contact a priest at 
least six months before their wedding. Registered and 
active participation needs to be considered before 
marriage. 
 
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: Please call the 
Parish Office to request the Sacrament of the Sick for 
family members who are seriously ill.  Communion 
for the sick is taken to the hospital, nursing homes, 
and the home-bound on a regular basis. 
 
BAPTISM: Both parents must attend the Pre-
Baptism Preparation Program.  Please call the St. 
Bernard Parish Office for dates and times of 
upcoming class. Baptisms are scheduled after 
completing the program. Call the Parish Office to 
schedule the class and baptism.  Godparents must be 
at least 16, confirmed and active, registered members 
of their parish. 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
Religious Education:  

Grades 1-8, 9 am Sunday mornings at St. Bernard 
Grades 9, 10 & 11(Confirmation), 5:45 pm Sunday  

evenings at St. Francis 
 

Liturgical 
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 

Music Director  Kathy O’Mara 
Organist St. Francis  Michael Hicks 
Resurrection Choir  Mariann Pascarella      
God’s Housekeepers  Parish Office  
Liturgy                               Fr. Raymond C. Gramata         

 

Parish Community 
St. Bernard School   Kim Mooney, Principal 
Parish Council  Fr. Raymond Gramata 
Catholic Women’s Club   Teri Everett 
Rosary Altar Society  Joan Hoffman      
Telephone Prayer Chain - Natalie Marasco (363-9110) 

 

Cover photos by LongArt Photography 
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Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10-14/Rom 8:18-23/ 
 Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-8/ 
 Mt 10:34--11:1 
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34/ 
 Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-4, 6-7/Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27/Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Ex 11:10--12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15, 16bc-18/ 
 Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2-6, 8-9/ 
 Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/
 Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30  
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Please Pray for the Following Priests 
 

Sunday, July 16-  Rev. George E. Strohmeyer 
Monday, July 17 - Rev. Thomas N. Trocchio 
Tuesday, July 18 -  Rev. David M. Renne 
Wednesday, July 19  - The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico  
Thursday, July 20 - Rev. Marc A. Stockton 
Friday, July 21 - Rev. John E. Santor 
Saturday, July 22 - Rev. Msgr. Gerald T. Ritchie 
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Monday, July 17 
  SB  8:00 am   Parishioners 
  SF  9:00 am   Philip & Pauline Rose (Ralph Rose) 
Tuesday, July 18 
  SF  9:00 am   Zenaide “Zena” Verolini (J.E. O’Mara & Family) 
Wednesday,  July 19 
  SB  8:00 am   Mary Lou Woods (Family) 
Thursday, July 20 
   SB 8:00 am  Steve Matto (Barry Matto) 
   SF 9:00 am  Alphonse Vogg (Dan & Tammy Beeman) 
Friday, July 21 
  SB  8:00 am Farrell Family (Kris & Marty Farrell) 
Saturday, July 22 
  SB 8:00 am   All those affected by cancer (Kids n Cancer) 
   SF 9:00 am   Pete & Gerrie O’Connell (Family) 
 SF Confessions after mass 

  SB  4:30-5:00 pm Confessions 
  SB 5:15 pm   Richard Kerr (Ed & Christina Bennett) 
Sunday, July 23 
  SF  8:00 am   In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered 
SB  10:00 am   Carla Zandi Shamblen (Bunny & Carl Zandi) 

 OM  11:30 am   Chohrach, Hamer & Manning Families 
 (Dorothy Chohrach) 
 

St. Francis Sanctuary Candle sponsored this week  
in prayer for Ann Miller 
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Thomas Ackley, Virgil Anderson, Betty Baliski, Bill 
Baynes, Barb Bernheisel & Foster Family, Shirley 
Black, Barbara Boser, John Bove, Mary Brzenski, 
Tom Burke, Donna Carll, Annie Champagne, Dick 

Clark,  Betsy Costello, Billie Cummins, Paul Curcio, 
Charlotte Cuthbertson, Helen DeFrank, Paul Eakin, Michael 
Eaton, Helen Ewell, Rose Feldhaus Family, Ysbella 
Feldman, Pat Geary, Pat Girard, Pearl Harris, Brandon M. 
Henry, Jill Henry, Sandy Holsinger, James Kibby, Bill Kline, 
Kimber Lance, Rita Leone, George MacFarlane, Sr.,  Kaylee 
Marsfelder, Colleen McNamara, Shannon McNamara, 
Mariana Militelo, Anne Miller, Joe Monago, Lou Monti, Frank 
Organski, Cheri O’Mara, Courtney Prentiss, Lori Rigowski, 
James Romanelli, Tim Romanelli, Cindy Sayers, Nancy 
Shaw, Judith Shick, Caro Simonds, Steve Skaggs, Dan 
Songer, Lillian Stoddard,  Bonnie Swackhamer, Matthew 
Whelan, Corrine Wilson, Richard Yovichin, Liza Zurat 
 

May they be strengthened by the healing presence of God’s Spirit. 
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Saturday, July 22 SB 5:15 pm 
 Lector:  Marc Nuzzo 
 EM:  Cliff Ackley/ Pat Pascarella/ Mary Mongillo 
 Servers:  Cara & Laryssa Webster 
 
 

Sunday, July 23 SF 8:00 am 
 Lector:  Jody Randolf 
 EM:  Deb Woodley 
 Servers: Samantha Soyke 
 

SB 10:00 am   
 Lector:  Mike Kozminski 
 EM:  Kathy & Randy Durner/ Celia Romanelli 
 Servers:  Timothy & Clare Mulcahy/ Christian  
  Peterson 
 

 OM 11:30 am   
 Lector:   Aimee Bundy 
 EM:  Carol Vinca 
 Servers:  Volunteer 

 

Hospital/Pavilion: VOLUNTEER 
Chapel Ridge:  Deb Woodley 
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July 17 - 21: Team 3 
- 

M. & P. Curcio/ A. Campogiani/  
T. Orris/ P. Curcio/ J. Keenan 


